Rufus King to Daniel Kilham, Oct. 29th, 1786

Dear Sir New York 29. Oct. 1786
Two posts have arrived and I heard not a word from any member of the General court. You must be impressed with the sentiment that we are extremely anxious to be informed of every step taken by the Legislature at this critical juncture of the Government. What measures you will pursue to preserve the commonwealth, it is your Duty diligently to Enquire. Wisdom & Fortitude ought most highly to distinguish the present Assembly. Upon what they do, or omit, in an eminent Degree must depend the national safety. The evil is of great magnitude, and the Remedy must be equally extensive or wholly inefficacious. I confess that I was greatly surprized when in Boston to find such an apathy among the People when the Government was convulsed, and the existence of the commonwealth in Danger---;very few men appear to be informed (or if informed continue silent) of the Dangerous principles avowed by the Leaders of the Insurgents.

These men publicly avow the Opinion---;that all America, which was formerly under the British Government, and now within the United States, was acquired by the People of the United States & by their joint exertions; that all men being by nature equal, the Property ought to be equally divided among all the Citizens of the United States; and that upon the principles of this acquisition, and the Dissolution of the Government existing before the Revolution, all Debts contracted before that period are annihilated, and any attempts to inforce their payment are attempts for Plunder and Robbery.
I have the best authority for affirming that these pernicious principles are cherished and industriously propagated by the leaders of the Insurgents. If when opinions so fatal to the Commonwealth are openly taught and justified, they who by their office are bound to watch for the safety of the Government, content themselves with limited Applications, and detail reforms, when the Evil is general, and the Dissease has possessed itself of the Vitals---;there is good reason to despair of the Commonwealth and to give all up to wild Anarchy & confusion. Farewel, Yours sincerely, Rufus King
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