Rufus King to Charles Thomson, Dec. 10, 1786

Dr Sir 







Hartford 10 Decr. 1786

A party of men assembled at Concord under Shattuck, Parker & Page, to oppose the sitting of the court of common pleas at Cambridge on the 28th ult, but not meeting with assistance from Worcester & Bristol as they had been led to expect they gave up their design, and were returning to their respective homes, when a party of men under the Sheriff of Middlesex aided by the those from Boston commanded by Col. Hichborn, over took and apprehended Shattuck, Parker and Page.(1) These men are now confined in the Boston Goal. Tuesday the 5th instant was the day assigned for the sitting of the court of common Pleas at Worcester; previous to that day Shays repaired to that County, and assembled a force in opposition to the court. On Tuesday the Judges preceeded by the Sheriff went towards the Court House, but were denied admittance by the insurgents. The Sheriff read the Riot Act, some of the Judges harangued the Insurgents, and finally by agreement or otherwise the Judges were permitted to enter the court House, where they opened the court and immediately adjourned the scene to a late Day in January. It is reported that a majority of the council was against any measure which might have brought the Question to an issue of Force; otherwise the well affected militia would have been collected in opposition to the Insurgents. By information received last evening from Worcester, on Friday last Shays had under his command, a body of 1500 Men well armed at that place, and at Rutland, about 18 Miles distant. The convention Troops were some Time of the Barracks which they formerly occupied. The division at Worcester are quartered upon the Inhabitants. The Insurgents are plentifully supplied with provisions which are brought to them daily by their Friends---;they conduct with great decorum to individuals, and have not yet been discovered to have plundered in a single instance. Their Force increases and the Gentleman who gives me this information adds that he met 200 Men in one body after leaving Worcester on Friday, on their way to join Shays---;the avowed object of remaining their together since the adjournment of the court, is the liberation of Shattuck, Parker & Page---;and to accomplish this purpose, they affirmed on Friday, that Shays had sent an express to the Governor demanding the liberation of the Prisoners and giving notice if he was refused, that he would march his party to effect that Object in another way.

What measures have been pursued on the part of Government, I have not learnt. The post left Boston on Thursday morning, the idea then entertained there was that the Insurgents would separate after preventing the sitting of the Court.

Knowing that the situation of this unhappy commotion would be the subject of curiosity, & perhaps anxiety, with the Gentleman of Congress, I cannot suffer the post to pass without this communication. The Gentleman is personally known to me from whom I received my information, I therefore give it full credit so far as relates to the positions and numbers of the Insurgents.

I hope to be in New York some Time next week---;

with Sentiments of Esteem & Respect, 

I am Dr. Sir your Obt. & very Humble Servant, 

R King (2)


1 For these events, see Szatmary, Shays' Rebellion, pp. 92--;93.
2 King also sent the following report to the secretary at war Henry Knox from Hartford on December 13.
"Shays disbanded his party on Sunday & Monday last. The Stageman passed them in detachments on the road yesterday and to Day, returning home rather chap fallen. Some of them say they will go no more, others that they are not yet tired of the business.
"The stageman informs, and this is the only information, that the returning Insurgents say that one of the Days has gone to Boston with a memorial &c &c and that Shays will remain at Worcester till he receives a Reply from the Governor. They add that Ward & Gill have given their paroles to deliver themselves into the Hands of Mr. Shays if the Govr. does not liberate Mathews, Page & Parker.
"Nothing certain can be collected except that Hunger & Cold compelled the Insurgents to separate. Farewel, R King.
"We have a prospect of compromising with N York, I hope to see you by the 21st." 

[Knox Papers, Massachusetts Historical Society]

Letters of Delegates to Congress: Volume 24 November 6, 1786-February 29, 1788
