Letter from Cynthia Williams to Mary (Polly) Ashley, Dec. 18, 1786

Norwich Decbr 18, 1786 

Dear Sister

it is so long since a line
has passed between us yt I have for-
got how ye account stands, but am
afraid i am in debt will therefore
desire you to accept these six lines
as a proof of my desire to lessen
it: I have not time to say much
only just to inquire after your health
and your families are you still joging
on in ye old road? do you never in
tend to take a step out of Dfd?
is any thing doing at home to 
prevent your taking a trip this way
if Cyder is so scarce this way that
we have not a sufficient quantity to
set out a vinegar Voyage with, but all
things are wisely ordered I dont intend
to grumble about it let be as 
it will. Seven is a tolerable decent 
number, poor Patty will have but
two if she goes to Toland, tho how
I can crow over her my work –all

done & hers to do? how is Cousin
Charissa is she in motion or is she
waiting for ye dear priviledge of having
her Children grow up before she takes
ye management of them. 

A few lines to ye Doctr must conclude
what in ye name of Common sense
are you about in your state I am
in Continual fear lest you get to
fighting among yourselves first
thing I look for in the paper is
Boston news, and expect every week
to find yt their is Blood shed, I
suppose you have some yt might
as well be spared as not, but
it is very probable yt some good
ones will fall with the bad if 
you go to extremity, if you will
be so good & so kind as to tell me a
little about it & what is said & what
is done amongst you I will be much 
obliged to you. give my Duty to yours
Mariah & love to Sister & little Tommy
Bob & know yt I am you affectionate C Leffingwell
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