John Chaloner to the Massachusetts Senate and House of Representatives, Feb. 21st, 1787.

To the Honourable the Senate and House of Representatives, in General Court assembled, February 21, 1787.


THE Petition of JOHN CHALONER, formerly of Boston, but lately of Greenfield, in the county of Hampshire, and now of Springfield, humbly sheweth; That in the late war between Great-Britain and America, almost all his near relations left their country, and fled to the British: That he remained, and early took arms in the cause of his country; served several years as Sergeant-Major, in the Artillery, in Col. Crane’s Regiment, and Captain Sergeant’s Company; from which service he had an honourable discharge: That since that time he has been keeping a small School in Greenfield: And when orders were issued by Gen. Shepard, to the militia to repair to Springfield, on the 18th ult. he cheerfully turned out as a volunteer, conceiving it his duty as a citizen, to defend, with his life, a constitution of government which he supposes calculated to secure freedom to all, and to the poor as well as rich, the full enjoyment of honest earnings. Immediately after his arrival in Springfield, he engaged under Capt. Stevens, to manage a piece of Artillery – and when Shays with his party were advancing toward the publick Arsenal, after having fired his piece four or five times, he unfortunately mistook the discharge of the next piece to him for his own, and at the moment his own was touched, he stepped forward to cleanse and load it, by which means he had both his arms blown off, nearly to his shoulders, his face and eyes mangled in a most distressing manner. Your Petitioner, had one of his arms been spared, would still most cheerfully use it in defence, of the government, if required; if not, he might possibly acquire a living with it, by keeping his school; but as his situation now is (without the ability to act) he can only wish for the peace and prosperity of the Commonwealth, and rely on such provison for support, as your Honours in your wisdom and mercy, shall see fit to make for him; for such provision he humbly petitions.









JOHN CHALONER

The foregoing Petition was dictated by the aforesaid John Chaloner, and his name affixed at his particular request. In presence of E. MATTOON, jun. Major-Commandant.
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