Gov. Bowdoin to Gen. Shepard, Jan. 21st, 1787

To Major Gen’l Shepard

From James Bowdoin








Boston, January 21st, 1787

Sir,


I have received your favor of the 19th instant. I am glad to hear you have taken possession of the Arsenal, and that you have so respectable a force with you: as to their Supplies of Beef, Bread, Rum, Forrage & Fuel, I must refer you to General Lincoln who will or has fully informed you of the measures taken for your supply of those Articles – You have been misinformed with respect to the money that has been furnished to the Commissary General & the Quartermaster Master General – I gave my orders to those Officers to supply the Militia called out upon this occasion with provisions & other articles necessary for their subsistence and accommodation; but they represented to me that they had not the money to purchase them. The Friends of Government in this and the neighboring Towns, hearing of this difficulty, offered their aid to Government, & generously Subscribed, that they would either furnish the articles wanted or money for the purpose. (but to be appropriated solely for the subsistence and accomodation of the Militia while in the field) in full confidence, that they should be speedily reimbursed by the General Court, but had not indicated that any part of the money should be appropriated to pay the Militia; neither has Government advanced one Shilling to the Militia, but must depend upon the General Court for their pay; who have as appears by the enclosed Extract assured the Supreme Executive, that Compensation shall be made to such Officers & Men, as should turn out upon such occasions: and in case of necessity I am persuaded, that the Gentlemen of Fortune & Ability in your parts, will as readily lend their aid to Government upon the occasion, and furnish the articles needed, confiding in Government for a speedy reimbursement, as the Gentlemen here have done.- As to the Arsenal at Springfield, it is expected, that you defend it at all hazards the particular measures for that important purpose must be left with you, as exigencies require –


The Extract above referred to, you have herewith enclosed.~


You will please inform me by every Post of your situation and circumstances and of the number & movements of the Insurgents and of all other matters necessary for my information.








I am, Sir,









With much Esteem,










Your most Obedient










Humble Servant










James Bowdoin

William Shepard papers:

Memorial Libraries

P.O. Box 53

Deerfield, MA 01342

