Gen. William Shepard to Gov. James Bowdoin, Jan. 19th, 1787
Copy letter to his Excellency Gov. Bowdoin from Wm. Shepard, Jan’y 19th, 1787








Springfield, 19th Jan’y 1787

Sir,


I yesterday took possession of the Arsenal & the Public Buildings in this Town with I suppose about Twelve hundred Men though I have yet no Regular Returns but shall if possibly before the Express go as of how then I find that many of the Town will be very deficient in point of even the Beef and Bread and all of them wholly deficient in the articles of Forage Fuel and Spirits. It must therefore appear absolutely necessary for the Service that I should be supplied with a Sum of money immediately by the Bursars or Master Jno. Wilkins, Samuel Barnard and Aaron Whitney Parsons who may safely be entrusted with not only what ever Sums can be at found for me but with any confidential communications you may think best. I beg I may if possible be supplied with at least Two Thousand pounds as I would if in my Power pay a small sum to each Private which measures would I am confident give such energy to Government that though times have since then as months hence. However, the money for Forage, Fuel and Spirits must be sent at any Rate and it is impossible almost to keep in the Field without sustenance as I have already supplied many things solely on my personal Credit.~


I must not omit mentioning my not being so well equipped with Arms and Ammunition as I could wish therefore shall be obliged to use some of those in the Arsenal also a few pieces of the Artillery which presumption must I think be justifiable as it would be highly objected that the Magazine should finally fall into Enemies from too punctilious observance of Forms.


With Respect to the Motions of the Insurgents, they appear in many Places to be crumbling particularly in the Town of Chesterfield they are wholly broken about Twenty of them have taken the oath of Alligiance and several of them are now under my Command for the support of the Government.~ Notwithstanding which they are endeavoring to rally in various parts of the County agreeable to Orders from Shays and others a copy of which I enclose by which you will see they so not yet disperse and by their Orders seem to keep up the Ideas of marching to Worcester which I think they will not be able to do and may probably attempt now in this Town if they are able to collect sufficient Force for which purpose they have sent to Berkshire although I am suspicious their thought from that Quarter will not be so great as has been expected tho it may be very considerable as I have received information from Gen’l Paterson that the affairs of Government in that county wear a better aspect and the Friends of Government are almost disgusted in not receiving orders at this time to give their assistance however for particulars I must refer you to the Gentlemen mentioned in this letter. I wish that every step may be with Force and energy.


It may be proper to observe that Day has not marched~









[unsigned]
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