Gen. William Shepard to Gen. Henry Knox, Dec. 17th, 1786
Copy of letter to General Knox, Dec, 17, 1786








Westfield, Dec. 17th, 1786

Sir,


You will find enclosed a copy of a letter received from Governor Bowdoin. I would wish you to keep it to yourself, as I do the original. This does not mention it, but Major Shepard informs me that his Excellency wished me to write to you for permission to take one thousand or fifteen hundred stand, of arms from the Arsenal at Springfield, as well as ammunition adequate to the purpose, if they should be wanted in the decision of the question whether we are to have the satisfaction of living under a Constitution and fixed, permanent and known laws, or under the misrule of Anarchy. I suppose his Excellency will write to you on the same subject, if he has not done it already. You will know by the publick papers, I presume, everything respecting the situation of this Commonwealth, which I could tell you in this letter. I would wish you also (as we have no field pieces) to allow me to take some from Springfield if they should be wanted, and that you should write, by the first conveyance, on the subject.


I am, Sir, with much esteem, your most obedient humble servant,









Wm. Shepard  M-Gen’ll
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