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Hadley  Feb’y 1, 1787

Gentlemen


I am this moment honored with your application of yesterday’s date.-


I have felt too sensibly for the distressed of those unhappy men, who have been deluded to rise in arms against their Country, in violation of every principle of Duty, not to have most seriously contemplated how they might be reclaimed without bloodshed: hitherto our men have been restrained from firing. Shays has been notified of his danger, & of the consequences which must ensue should he fire upon the troops of government; his men have been invited to return to their homes & lay down their arms. I hope they will attend to the advice.


I thank those towns which sincerely wish to put an end to this rebellion, might render essential services in effecting as desirable an object: - They should, by their advice, recall all their men now in arms; they should aid in apprehending all abettors of them, & all who are yielding them to submission & prevent the horrors so much feared, -






I am,







Gentlemen,








Your humble servant,









B Lincoln
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