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10 o’clock in the Morning

Dear Sir,


I rec’d about four hours since your several favors from the Stage. . -


By my last informed your Excellency that we were preparing to march for the support of General Sheppard.- We left Worcester yesterday morning about Six o’clock & arrived here the last evening; part of our Troops are in front at Western [sic. Weston] about four miles; some are in the road, but all to the westward of Princet’n [Princeton]; we expect to march again in about one hour & reach Springfield as soon as possible, for that Gen’l Sheppard expects hourly an attack by the whole force of the Insurgents:- Shays marched with the party under his immediate command, about as is said: one thousand yesterday afternoon at 4 o’clock to the front of the Magazine; General Sheppard sent an officer to him to warn him of his danger if he passed over a certain line, which was described; Shays laughed at the imposition & continued his march until he approached within a few yards of the line; then halted for a moment or two & then again moved: the moment he passed the line described Gen’l Sheppard ordered a Field piece fixed in a different direction from the party, in hopes to deter them from progressing further, but it had no affect; he then fired two field pieces into their column, which dispersed them; they left three dead on the field, some badly wounded & retired to Chapini [sic Chicopee??] five miles on their side of Springfield;- Shays brought up but about one half his force; those from Birkshire [sic. Berkshire] remained when my informant left that town on the West Side of the river.- Gen. Sheppard is very apprehensive of an attack this morning by their whole force; this makes it necessary that we march with all possible dispatch for his relief; we have sent on a party of horse & some light troops to show themselves to Shays which, I hope, as he must know that we are on the march, he will consider as our advance; I think we shall soon be up; this may  deter him from attacking again.


The enclosed rec’d last Evening by a person who lives at Pelham. It is said to be one of Shays’ in arms and he ---; he was accompanied by several others; they urged my attention to it, but I observed to them that I had no power from Government to make a compromise with them, & that if they really wished, as they professed, to prevent then shedding of blood, the time of Duty was clear before them to lay down their arms & submit to the clemency of their Country.-







I am








Dear Sir with Esteem









Your obed. hum. serv’t










B. Lincoln
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