Gen. Benjamin Lincoln to Gov. James Bowdoin, Jan. 24th, 1787

Worcester January 24th, 1787

Copy of a letter from Gen’l Lincoln to Governor Bowdoin









Worcester Jan 24th, 1787

Dear Sir,


We have had for the last twenty four hours various reports respecting the insurgents. These appear to be about one hundred & fifty at Prince Town and in the vicinity of it a like number to the south of the road leading from this to Spencer. These parties seem to have --- South and from the vicinity. The half with & be off & it is a doubt whether they will join Shays or not. We have just received information that the Insurgents from Berkshire are at Chickibee River [sic. Chicopee] four miles above Springfield on the main road up the Country, Shays & about six or seven hundred men are at Palmer at the bridge over Chickibee River there & that another party are at West Springfield on the road to Springfield. By there [sic. their] situation they cut off the supplies from Gen’l Sheppard saving what comes from down the river. Whether the Insurgents have taken this post for the purpose of cutting his supplies or whether they intend from these points to form a junction against him is uncertain. His force at Springfield is about fourteen hundred men and he supposes that Shays may bring against him about one thousand. 


I have called upon Gen’l Patterson, that in case the Insurgents move in force toward Springfield from his Division to follow them with all his force he can after leaving a sufficient number to guard the ---.


The Court has nearly completed their business. This will give me an Opportunity of marching with our whole force having about one Regiment & one Company of Artillery with two field pieces which will be left to cover this town. The Stores & Goal, etc. to protect this party Country from insult.-


I probably shall come up with Shays on Friday. Whether he will attempt to retard my progress to Springfield or not is uncertain. We must not be delayed by him unless he should be in greater force than we are. This I hope & trust will not be the case.- We are attentive to that part of our Commission which directs our aid to the Civil in executing certain warrants. The case of this then will be left with Gen’l Warner. I think it highly improper to remain longer here as General Sheppard is so much exposed. The contest if any will be in one of the upper Counties.-


10 o’clock Evening information has just arrived that Shays passed Palmer this day with about eleven hundred men and it is said also that he is determined to attack General Sheppard.- It has been impossible to determine what will be his object. Sometimes it was said that he would attack this post, at others that he would only having the leaders, as I think. Now these are great probability. That he will attempt Gen’l Sheppard’s post & the magazine I hope known that he will not be ready until I can arrive- 11 o’clock evening the following letter just came to hand-

25th 6 o’clock A.M.



I have received several letters from Gen’l Sheppard since writing. The above it can hardly be doubted but Shays will have temerity enough to attack him. From this view of the matter I have been induced to order Gen’l Brooks with his Division & to call for a thousand men more from their County. A few days since I wrote besides to Gen’l Patterson to march to Springfield with all the force he could collect (after having enough to protect the [well??, edit.] affected) in his own division.- When it shall be considered that the expense of marching Gen’l Brook’s Division if not needed will be small indeed compared with the evils which may infuse if they should not be here in time if needed. I say when those things are considered I hope your Excellency will justify the measure.-









With the utmost esteem









I have the honor of being









Dear Sir Your









Obedient Servant









B. Lincoln

P.S. I have to request that your Excellency will forward the enclosed to Gen’l Brooks the moment it comes to hand. No time I think should be lost.-

Governor Bowdoin
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