Capt. William Lyman testimony, Feb. 6th, 1787

“I, WILLIAM LYMAN, of Northampton, in the county of Hampshire, and commonwealth of Massachusetts, of lawful age, do say and declare, that on the twenty-fifth day of January, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven, being under the command of, and being an Aide de Camp of Maj. Gen. William Shepherd, who was posted at Springfield, for the defense of the Arsenal and Continental buildings, was, on the near approach of the Insurgents under Daniel Shays, sent to demand of them the motives of their Advancing in Arms and military Array. On coming to the front of their column, then about one hundred rods from General Shepherd’s Line, in Company with Captain Buffington - we asked for Capt. Shays; a person mounted on horseback, rode down their column as we supposed to call Shays, and soon two persons advanced to the front, and asked if General Shepherd was there. Buffington said yes; they said he was not. They said not for him on either of those horses - and continued, if Gen. Shepherd will come there, Shays will come here - Buffington asked if he would not without? They said no - I then told them they might go about their business. They said they meant to go about it. I told them as soon as they pleased, and turned to ride off, but stopped, and Buffington told them to tell Shays, Gen. Shepherd was posted not only by the authority of the State but by Congress; and that the post would be defended at all hazards;  – We then rode, and reported to Gen. Shepherd, who again sent us to observe their motions.- We advanced within about fifteen rods of the front of the Insurgents, and sat on our horses to observe whether they were about to form a column either to the right or left;- one of their officers came forward, and asked if we wanted anything? I asked his name- he said it was no matter - I asked again. He said it was Wheeler - I told him we wanted him to come on; but I would do their message to him, from Gen. Shepherd, that if they presumed to advance, or put their troops in motion, they would inevitably be fired on - that is all we want, by God, said Wheeler - I told him then he would have it, as Gen. Shepherd was posted, not only by the authority of this State, but by Congress, and that the post would be defended at all hazards - they then ordered, march on – march on - and came on briskly; we rode to Gen. Shepherd and reported: He then ordered Maj. Stevens to fire the guns, but to let the two first be elevated above them - at which the discharge, they made the appearance of a brisk charge, and to display their column - the artillery was then ordered to be pointed at them.”






WILLIAM LYMAN

Suffolk ff. February 6th, 1787. THEN Major WILIIAM LYMAN, personally appeared, and made solemn oath, that the above is a true representation of the transaction therein referred, before




STEPHEN METCALF, Just. Peace
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