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Testimony of Samuel Buffington, Feb. 1st, 1787 

“I, SAMUEL BUFFINGTON, of Cummington, in the county of Hampshire, and commonwealth of Massachusetts, of lawful age, do say and declare, that on Thursday the twenty-fifth day of January, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven, having lately the command of a Company of Light Horse, and being under the command of Maj. Gen. William Shepherd (who commanded the forces stationed at Springfield for the defense of he Arsenal and Public Buildings), I was ordered to reconnoiter, with a party of horse, the Main Road from Springfield to Wilbraham, to watch the motions of the Insurgents, under Daniel Shays, who was approaching.- I accordingly met them at five miles distance from Springfield, on the Main Road, at which time they were halt - several of their officers, on seeing me, advanced to me.- I asked them if they were Shays’s Party. They said, yes, - I then asked, if Shays was with them? They said, yes; and then observed, they had a fine body of troops; I readily assented, and asked the officer, who, by his conversation, seemed chief, to exchange names, which he declined; another officer coming up, and calling my name, several of them said, I should not return – one of them then said, if the matter was not settled before sunset, New England would see such a day as she had never yet seen. I answered probably enough she might, and left them. On their near approach to the Arsenal, I again met them, and spoke with their officers and asked if Capt. Shays was yet with them? They answered, General Shays was, on which he advanced with his sword in his left hand drawn, his pistol in his right hand, and familiarly asked,- how are you Buffington?- I replied, you see I am here, in defense of that country you are endeavoring to destroy.- he rejoined, if you are in defense of this country, we are both defending the same cause; I added, I expected we would take very different parts before night.- he said the part he should take, would be the Hill, on which the Arsenal and Public Buildings stood; I told him if he attempted it, he would meet a very warm reception - he asked, will they fire? I replied, they undoubtedly would.- he answered that was all he wanted: I then observed to him, if he advanced, he must meet those men we both had once been accustomed to obey. When the Insurgents had advanced within about one hundred rods of our line, I was again sent, in company with Mr. Lyman, General Shepherd’s Aid, to tell Shays, that General Shepherd was pasted, not only by the authority of the State, but by Congress, and that the Post would be defended at all hazards. On coming to the front of their column, we called for their commanding officer.- they asked if Gen. Shepherd was there? We answered yes.- they said he was not – they did not see him o either of those horses, and replied, if Gen. Shepherd will come here, Gen. Shays will come forward, we asked, will he not without? They said no - we told them they might go about business then.- they said they meant to - we told them as soon as they pleased - I then told them Gen. Shepherd bid me tell Shays he was posted not only by the authority of this State but by Congress, and that he should defend this post at all hazards. I was sent to observe their motions again, and to tell them if they advanced five feet, they would be fired on, which I accordingly did, in company with Mr. Lyman, the General’s Aid – they said it was all they wanted, and immediately gave orders, march on – march on.”




SAMUEL BUFFINGTON

Hampshire ff. Springfield, Feb. 1st, 1787. PERSONALLY appeared, Capt. Samuel Buffington, subscriber to the above declaration, and made solemn oath of the truth of the same, before




SAMUEL MATHER, Just. Peace
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