Late 18th Century images of the types of field guns and howitzers used at Springfield Arsenal in the repulse of Shays’s rebels, January 25th, 1787
British 6-pounder field gun
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Courtesy: An Introduction to British Artillery in North America, S. James Gooding, Museum Restoration Service.

Springfield Arsenal included brass 3 and 6-pounder guns like this one, some of them apparently manufactured on site, in its large artillery park. Field guns fired solid shot [iron cannon balls], hollow exploding shell, grape shot, or canister. This image is from a manuscript note book prepared by C. Wm. Rudyerd between 1791 and 1793 for a Course of Artillery at the Royal Military Academy as Established by His Grace, the Duke of Richmond, Master General of His Majesty’s Ordnance &c. &c. &c. in a collection of the Army Museum, Halifax, N.S.
British 8-inch howitzer
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Courtesy: An Introduction to British Artillery in North America, S. James Gooding, Museum Restoration Service.

Springfield Arsenal included brass 5 1/2 and 8-inch howitzers like this one seen in a cut-away view, some of them possibly manufactured on site, in its large artillery park. Howitzers fired only hollow exploding shell, grape shot, or canister. They were too weak to propel solid shot [iron cannon balls]. This image is from a manuscript note book prepared by C. Wm. Rudyerd between 1791 and 1793 for a Course of Artillery at the Royal Military Academy as Established by His Grace, the Duke of Richmond, Master General of His Majesty’s Ordnance &c. &c. &c. in a collection of the Army Museum, Halifax, N.S.

British 8-inch brass howitzer
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Courtesy: An Introduction to British Artillery in North America, S. James Gooding, Museum Restoration Service.

Eight inch brass howitzer made by Wm. Bowen, at the foundry at Woolwich, England, in 1758. It is mounted in a reproduction bracket-trail carriage. US Military Academy, West Point, NY

