Anonymous letter from a gentleman in Gen. Lincoln’s army, with correspondence between Shays and Lincoln, Jan. 30th-31st, 1787

Extract of a letter from a gentleman of character in General Lincoln’s army, to his friend at New York.




‘Shays’s Answer’








“Pelham, January 30th, 1787”


“To General Lincoln commanding the government troops at Hadley”

“Sir.”


“The people assemble in arms from the counties of Middlesex, Hampshire, and Berkshire; taking into generous consideration the purpose of the flag just received, return for answer- That, however unjustifiably the measure may be which the people have adopted, in having recourse to arms, various circumstances have induced them thereto. We are sensible of the embarrassment the people are under, but that virtue which truly characterizes the citizens of a republican government, hath hitherto marked our paths, with a degree of innocence, and we wish, and trust, it will still be the case - At the same time, the people are unwilling to stain the land, which we in the late war purchased at so dear a rate, with the blood of our brethren and neighbors: Therefore we pray, that hostilities may cease on your part, until our united prayers may be presented to the General Court, and we receive an answer, as a person is gone for that purpose. If this request may be complied with, government shall meet with no interruption from the people, but let each army occupy the posts where they now are.”








“Daniel Shays Captain”


‘The gentlemen that accompanied the flag were treated with attention by their leaders - Many of them were sensible of the advantages we possessed; and acknowledged with candor, that our officers were vastly superior to theirs - But they at the same time declared their men superior to the troops of government.’


‘Pelham is a strong position, and naturally extremely difficult of approach, if properly defended, and particularly so at this season. Supplies of provisions are forwarded from the counties of Worcester and Middlesex, and even lately, sleigh loads with a small escort have passed not far distant from this place from the county of Berkshire, but previous to our arrival here. General Lincoln’s letters are disseminated among the insurgents, and no doubt will occasion the desertion of numbers. But their officers very well know what will be their fate, if the men should fling themselves on the mercy of the government, and will most assuredly make every exertion to stimulate them to action if it becomes necessary. If they had officers of respectability among them, I believe too many old soldiers are engaged professing those sentiments which have been inculcated in the late war to tamely submit and sacrifice their leaders. The people of property in this part of the country are generally on the side of government, but great numbers of the Inhabitants are restless and disaffected, and if a respectable leader was at their head and the clergy engaged on the same side, the Commonwealth would exhibit a scene that would alarm the continent.’


‘This moment a flag has arrived from Shays with the following letter’



“To General Lincoln”




“Sir,”





“As the officers of the men now convened in defense of their rights and privileges, here sent a petition to the General Court for the sole purpose of accommodation of our present unhappy affairs, we justly expect that hostilities may cease on both sides, until we have a return from our legislature - Your Honor will therefore please to give us an answer - A copy of the above petition is enclosed.”








Pelham January 31st, 1787



“per Order of the Committee for reconciliation”





“Francis Stone Chairman





 Daniel Shays Captain





   Adam Wheeler”



General Lincoln’s answer.’









Hadley Jan’y 31st, 1787

“Gentlemen”


“Your request is totally inadmissible as no powers are delegated to me which would justify a delay of my operations - Hostilities I have not commenced.”



- “I have again to warn the people, in arms against Government, immediately to disband, as they would avoid the ill consequences which may ensue should they be inattentive to the caution.”








“B. Lincoln”

“To Shays etc. etc. etc.”

‘Parsons came with this flag - He affected to say and make me believe, the attack upon them at Springfield was unprovoked, as nothing was intended by their approach - This I told him might answer to amuse his men, but was not satisfactory - He confessed that it was an attack, made upon the place with design, and lamented that the accident before mentioned, of Day’s letter falling into our hands, occasioned their failure - They must have carried it, if their measures had been properly concerted.’



‘General Paterson has given information of his taking about 80 of the insurgents, near Stockbridge where he has collected a body of 400 militia.’


‘Another party was pursued by a detachment from the army composed of horse and foot, and overtaken at Middlefield, and made prisoners about sixty, with fifteen sleigh loads of provisions - Officers, whose men have left them are frequently taken up by the inhabitants, and some confined - others liberated.’


‘February 1st - We remain in our quarters - A disposition is made to cut off the supplies of the enemy, and I have no doubt our position will be speedily altered more effectually to do it.’
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