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Northampton, Jan’y 12th, 1787~

Dear Sir,


Your letter of the 5th Instant, dated at Boston, is now before me. I hope if I am wanted, to be able to march to Worcester to join you, and to afford you any assistance of which I am capable.


With respect to the number of the guard necessary for the protection of the public Stores at Springfield; I am of the opinion that two, or at most three, hundred men will be an effectual guard, and that the residue of this division, if there should be any, which however I can not doubt, might be forwarded wherever they are wanted.


As to the Rendezvous of the men, I can see no reason why this whole division should not be collected at Springfield. The reasons are that I can apprehend no danger of so desperate and senseless a measure as burning towns, or an attack on unembodied Inhabitants; and Springfield, besides containing stores of exceeding great consequence, is in the Line of Intelligence, and perhaps of march, and has buildings to accommodate a considerable part of the men, which are to be found no where else in this County.


With respect to supplies: Though from encouragement I have had from several Gentlemen of this town, I have reason to expect a supply, or nearly a supply of barreled beef, and flour for this division, yet in my opinion an entire dependance ought not to be placed on this encouragement, and the men, from whom I had it, are not in town; but with respect to rum or some kind of spirits, it must absolutely be forwarded from Boston altogether, and these men can not be kept together especially in this season without a daily allowance of spirituous liquors. And I should think that some money ought to be sent into this County to furnish beef and flour, in case they can not be furnished fully otherwise. For forage, fuel & etc., I see no way for supply but by money, and that should be forwarded to have the chain formed and beginning to operate by the eighteenth Instant, as I have issued orders to this division conformably to the General orders of his Excellency. I shall be very happy to receive and obey any orders I shall receive from time to time from you, and shall be much obliged to you to forward any intelligence you obtain as early as possible, which will affect the movements which I am to make.





I am, Sir, your very humble servant,








Wm Shepard









M-General


Since writing the above, I am informed we can procure a little rum for a very few days in this County, but I suppose this must be paid for soon.

Major General Lincoln
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