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During the University of Guam (UoG) 2016 Spring break, six archaeology students from UoG, under the direction of Assistant Professor Dr. Bill Jeffery implemented studies on the traditional cultural heritage of Yap, in collaboration with the Yap State Historic Preservation Office (HPO).  Bill Jeffery, PhD, has worked with the  Yap State HPO on surveying aspects of their traditional cultural heritage, and saw the value of students learning archaeology in a holistic manner.

The focus of the 2016 field school was on three different types of traditional material culture and the associated cultural practices: fish weirs (aech); canoes; and Mangyol stone money (rai) pathway. The latter site is part of the transboundary World Heritage Nomination of the stone money quarries in Palau and the stone money bank in Mangyol, Yap.  
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Yap, or Waab, the traditional name, is located 520 miles south west of Guam and 1,150 miles east-south-east of Manila in the Philippines. It comprises three high volcanic islands, Maap, Rumung and Marbaa. In 1901, German administrators dredged a 300 metre long channel (Tagireeng Canal) through a low-lying area of mangrove on the north-eastern side of Marbaa, to create another island of Gagil-Tomil. This is called Yap Proper, with the other islands of Yap State being the islands and atolls of Ulithi, Ngulu, Satawal, Lamotrek, Fais and Woleai.

Yap is famous for its stone money, being the only place in the world that contains this type of ‘currency’. The round limestone disks can vary from a few inches in diameter to over 10 feet, and they were initially carried on rafts and towed by traditional canoe from Palau to Yap, a distance of over 400 miles. The ‘value’ of the stone money is not in its size but in the associated stories and hardships in acquiring it, particularly during the period when they were all transported by traditional means. In the later 18th century, a westerner named David O’Keefe established a trading station in beche-de-mer and copra, and for 30 years he assisted Yapese in transporting large quantities of stone money from Palau for Yap. It has been estimated that over 30,000 stone money disks are on Yap, located in 200 stone money banks in 134 villages. The stone money can change owners for services rendered, but they generally remain in the same bank.

The Mangyol site was selected for World Heritage Nomination as it represents the most traditional stone money bank and it is the only site in Yap that has intersecting pathways and dancing grounds. The UoG students surveyed a pathway from the coast up to the stone money bank, a distance of about 400 feet.  Two platforms for men’s meeting houses (Faluw) were located at the beginning of the pathway on the coast; they also found stone money hidden in the jungle. This information will assist YSHPO in their World Heritage Nomination process.

The second type of material culture that was surveyed was the fish weir (aech). It is estimated that there may have been 700-800 aech around Yap at one stage, many in the shape of an arrow with some over 200 yards in length and 100 yards wide. A survey carried out by Dr. Jeffery in 2008-2009 documented 431 aech with more detailed mapping carried out on 45, and revealing 12 different styles, http://www.islandculture.info/yaptraditionalfishweirs/index.htm . The UoG students visited nine of these aech and took several measurements to record them, including several photographs that will be used to produce three dimensional models. The value of the aech is in the way Yapese use them in catching some of the 426 species of fish in Yap. They are placed in certain locations/environments to catch certain types of fish at certain times of the month--such as rabbit fish close to the shore, and reef fish including sometimes pelagic fish for those further out on the reef flat. Yap has an extensive reef flat around the whole island that can go out from 200 yards to nearly two miles. The aech are considered an ecologically sustainable fishing method, where once enough fish have been caught the aech is opened up, to ‘let fish come-and-go so as to make them feel at home’. It was considered many were built hundreds if not thousands of years ago. Additional values of the aech included: building up sand (like modern day groins) protecting the coast, as well as being hidden traps from deep-hulled warring canoes sailing across the reef flat when making an attack on another village.

The third type of material culture that was surveyed was the traditional canoe. Yap Proper and the outer islands of Yap are renowned for their canoe building, ocean voyaging and navigation techniques. Students recorded a canoe being built at the Yap Living History Museum in Colonia by builders from the Lamotrek outer island, http://www.waagey.org. If finished beforehand, this canoe will join three other canoes from Lamotrek, which will sail to Guam for FestPac 2016. Five different canoe styles were documented by the students including: their names, building techniques (and associated rituals), and the functions of each canoe style. A number of canoes have been built in Yap Proper under the direction of Master Canoe Builder, Chief Bruno Tharngan of Maap, and member of the Traditional Navigation Society of Yap. He learnt traditional sailing and navigation techniques from the outer island navigators and has sailed between Yap, its outer islands and Guam. Both of these groups are trying to keep the canoe building and navigation practices alive through teaching younger people. About 14 canoes can be found in Yap Proper and some are used to take tourists sailing.

Great hospitality and assistance were provided by Yap State HPO, the Tamil Council and the Tamil Resources Conservation Trust (TRCT) a community based, non- government organization that is working hard in Tamil to help its community in managing sustainably its resources, particularly those associated with the marine environment, https://www.facebook.com/TamilConservationTrust/. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Yap is known as the most traditional island group in the Federated States of Micronesia, maintaining many of their cultural practices and heritage sites. The students were immersed in this culture for 10 days and were rewarded by gaining an understanding the value of all the material culture and associated cultural practices including archaeological sites, and how their work can benefit Yap’s contemporary communities.
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