
Political parties as well as individual politicians have political philosophies that 
guide their actions. For example, Republicans believe that the Federal 
Government should be small and that states and localities should be left to make 
many of their own decisions. Democrats believe that the Federal Government 
should provide a wide range of services and exert strong controls over the 
economy and other issues. 
 
Herbert Hoover had very, very strong convictions as a politician.  
 
Hoover: My fellow citizens, this broadcast tonight marks the beginning of the 
mobilization of the whole nation. 
 
His beliefs as a public servant grew out of his own personal philosophy which 
was framed largely by his Quaker upbringing. If you want to understand why 
Herbert Hoover made a particular decision you can almost always trace it to his 
Quaker beliefs. 
 
The places Hoover chose to frequent and the people he surrounded himself with 
were also integral to what he wanted to accomplish as a national leader. 
 
Over the span of his entire career as a national leader and humanitarian, 
Hoover’s accomplishments were significant. As you watch the photo montage 
see if you can figure out each photo’s connection to Herbert Hoover. 
 
What’s the connection? 


