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Sheep Fire Grows to 1246 Acres 
 

The Sheep Fire in Kings Canyon National Park has grown to 1246 acres based upon an infrared 
(IR) mapping mission Monday, August 16.  IR mapping is highly accurate. The fire is highly 
visible in Cedar Grove. However, there are currently no threats to life or property.  
 
This fire is located in the southern cliffs above Cedar Grove, one-half mile north of Sentinel 
Ridge. The fire has backed down to the Cedar Grove Valley floor as well as spread to the west. 
Fire behavior includes creeping, backing fire with some isolated active pockets and occasional 
torching. It was started by lightning on or about July 16th.   
 
Firefighters have begun protecting a water tank and helicopter base above Cedar Grove by 
cutting fire line around these areas as the fire approaches them. Firefighters may conduct 
burnouts from these lines if conditions permit and this action will provide the best protection of 
these facilities.  
 
Firefighters are also in place to ensure that the fire backs safely into the valley.  A small burnout 
operation was conducted last night to protect park infrastructure (an electrical box) and further 
burnouts may be completed if necessary. Members of the parks’ Crew 91 are in place and 
thinning fuels to assist holding actions. The fire will be held along the Cedar Grove Road.  
 
Holding line has also been constructed along the ridge to Lookout Peak in an effort to mitigate 
smoke impacts in the Kings River drainage.  
 
Visitors to the Cedar Grove area should anticipate smoke settling into the valley in the late 
evening and early morning hours. This is based upon inversion patterns that hold the smoke in 
the valley. As the day warms and the inversion breaks, smoke should lift out of the valley.  
 
The Don Cecil Trail in Kings Canyon National Park (from the trailhead at Cedar Grove to the 
park boundary) is closed for public safety. The trail closure is in effect until further notice.  
 
There is no recorded fire history within the Sheep Fire perimeter. Recent wildland fires and 
prescribed fires to the east should limit or slow fire spread in that direction. Naturally occurring 
fire allows for the recycling of nutrients to the soil while reducing the amount of dead, woody 
debris that can fuel subsequent unwanted fires.  
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