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Safe and Inexpensive Winter Play at  

Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks 
 

Imagine trekking through sequoia groves on a free ranger-led snowshoe walk (equipment provided) in the  

Giant Forest, Lodgepole, or Grant Grove. Go sledding at Wolverton Snowplay Area near Giant Forest.  

Take a hike in the foothills section of the park near Three Rivers, where there is little or no snow and find 

a few wildflowers already starting to bloom. (Wildflower season starts in late January). Consider reserving a 

spot in a Sequoia Field Institute class through the Sequoia Natural History Association (559-565-4251, 

www.sequoiahistory.org; fee required). Whatever your interests, you can find great places for winter play in 

Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks. 

 

To have a safe and fun winter visit, be prepared. Winter roads require tire chains or cables, or four-wheel drive 

vehicles. Road conditions may change several times a day, so purchase or rent chains or cables, even if the road 

advisory does not mention them before your visit. Otherwise, you may not be able to enter or travel within the 

park. In addition, learn the road-construction schedules in the park to minimize your travel times. Be sure to 

obey all traffic laws, including red lights at construction zones, for your safety and the safety of others. The 

Generals Highway between Grant Grove in Kings Canyon National Park and Giant Forest in Sequoia National 

Park is often closed just before, during, and after snowstorms. 

 

Don't let an accident ruin your winter fun. Remember: 

 Cold can kill. Keep warm.   

 People can be seriously injured when sleds flip at high speeds or hit people or objects. Avoid hard-

packed snow or ice, where sliding speed and direction get out of control. Ice is usually hardest early or 

late in the day. 

 Avoid sledding, snowshoeing, or skiing where trees, branches, or rocks stick out of the snow.  
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 Don't sled on or in roadways.  

 Sleds that you can steer may be safer than other sledding devices.  

 Sled feet-first, not head-first; it’s safer.  

 Bare or snowy ground may be uneven and icy. Don’t slip. 

 Keep a close eye on children. Adult guidance is important to child safety.  

 Snowplay areas may close due to icy conditions.  

  Don't head into the woods or out of sight unless you are prepared for outdoor conditions. 

 Take a map. Maps are available for sale in park visitor centers.  

 Be aware of ticks and poison oak in the foothills section of the park. 

 Bring water, plenty of warm clothing, and shoes appropriate for the activity and outdoor conditions.    

 

A trip to the park can be very inexpensive. It costs just $20 for a 7-day pass to Sequoia and Kings Canyon 

National Parks and the Hume Lake District of Sequoia National Forest/Giant Sequoia National Monument. For 

$30, less than the cost of taking a family of four to the movies, you can buy an annual pass that covers these two 

areas. Seniors have a “sweet deal” with a $10 lifetime pass that covers entrance fees at all national parks and 

many other federal recreation sites. In addition, U.S. citizens and permanent residents who are blind or 

permanently disabled may obtain a free pass to all national parks and access to and use of other federal 

recreation sites that charge an entrance or standard amenity fee.   

 

Winter limits access to some park facilities and areas. For example, Lodgepole Visitor Center is open, while the 

Giant Forest Museum is temporarily closed this winter. The Mineral King and Cedar Grove areas are closed. No 

showers are available. Potwisha, Lodgepole, and Azalea campgrounds are the only campgrounds open during 

winter. Potwisha Campground costs $18 per night; however Interagency Senior Pass, Golden Age Passport, 

Interagency Access Pass, or Golden Access Passport holders will be charged only $9. At Lodgepole and Azalea 

campgrounds, winter fees are reduced due to very limited amenities (fire rings and picnic tables may be covered 

with snow, but bathrooms are open) to $10 per night per campsite. However, Interagency Senior Pass, Golden 

Age Passport, Interagency Access Pass, or Golden Access Passport holders will be charged $5 per night.  

 

For more information about the park, call 559-565-3341 (dial 1, then 4 for road conditions) or visit 

www.nps.gov/seki. 
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