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 Wet & Wild or Dry & Mild?
MOST WINTER STORMS here 
blow in between November and April. 
The overall pattern, however, varies 
enormously. Some winters see heavy 
rain and snow while others stay mild 
and dry. 

The wettest winters on record have 
been more than three times wetter 
than the driest.  Waves of powerful 
storms blanket the parks with snow, 
usually from the sequoia groves on 
uphill. For many years, the Giant For-
est grove held the nation’s 24-hour 
snowfall record:  A storm back in the 
1930s dropped 60 inches in one day! 

The result of a series of these storms? 
Snowpacks ten to twenty feet deep.
During such winters, just getting to the 
Big Trees can be an adventure. Plow 
operators make a priority of keeping 
the two park entrance roads open to 
Grant Grove and Giant Forest, but 
during heavy storms they may have to 
go back and forth on one stretch all 
day. Tire chains are a constant. It is, 
however, a boon to skiers, snowshoers, 
and sledding enthusiasts. 

During dry winters, on the other hand, 
long spells of quiet sunny weather 
dominate. Storms come in only oc-
casionally and there may be little more 
than patchy snow on the trails.

Scientists who study weather have 
long worked to understand what con-
trols central California’s winter weath-
er. In recent decades, they’ve made 
signifi cant progress, with most atten-
tion going to the relationship between 

ocean temperatures and the paths that 
storms take. It appears that when the 
Pacifi c Ocean off  South America is 
at its warmest, the storm track in the 
northern Pacifi c brings wet weather to 
central and southern California. This 
is the “El Niňo” eff ect meteorologists 
talk about.

How will this winter shape up? As you 
read this, the verdict may be more ap-
parent. Enjoy your visit either way!
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