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Welcome to the Land of Giants

YOU EXPECT GIANT TREES
and huge canyons—and you won’t be
disappointed. What may surprise you,
however, is that the whole of these
parks is even greater than the sum of
their famous parts.

Rising from 1300’ to 14,494’ (the high-
est elevation in the lower 48 states),
these parks protect a spectacular
elevational range. This span from low
to high means dramatic shifts from
warm foothills to cool forests to the
cold High Sierra. It means diverse
plants and animals living in extremely
varied conditions. It means steep roads
and trails that climb mountains, and
cold rivers that plunge down from
their heights.

The caretakers of this landscape are
also diverse. This is not one, but two
national parks—Sequoia and Kings
Canyon—managed by the National
Park Service as one. A national monu-
ment, which is part of a national forest,
borders the two parks. Researchers

with the U.S. Geological Survey con-
duct scientific studies on park resourc-
es here. The Sequoia Natural History
Association runs bookstores at visitor
centers, then plows those funds into
park education and research efforts.
Another non-profit, the Sequoia Parks
Foundation, supports important proj-
ects, from outreach to trails.

All park partners, public and private,
cooperate to meet a challenging mis-
sion—providing for public enjoyment
while keeping the parks unimpaired
for future generations. You are the
most important partner! Experience
these parks (and do it safely—see page
10). Your help is needed to preserve
and share these treasured landscapes.

A RARE GREAT
gray owl died on
a Sierran roadway
recently. Biologists
knew her as an
unusually success-
ful mother. These
large birds do not
nest often, and
these parks lie at
the southernmost
end of their range.

Too often cars kill
birds and other
wildlife; 17 bears—
that we know of—
have been hit here
in a single year. For
their safety and
your own, please
slow down.
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