Explore on your own: Kings Canyon National Park & nearby forest lands

Review all safety advice on page 10.
Carry a map and warm clothes. Orient
yourself before heading out and tell
someone where you are going. You are
on your own in the winter woods.

Grant Grove

Grant Tree Trail is the only intermittently plowed
trail. Beware of slippery ice! Once snow is deep,
rent skis or snowshoes at Grant Grove Market. Buy
a ski trail map and follow the colored markers on
trees. Guided snowshoe walks may be offered on
weekends.

Kings Canyon Visitor Center (NPS)
Explore the exhibits and see the film in English &
Spanish about this park. Details, page 2.

General Grant Tree Trail

May be plowed in winter. General Grant, one of
the world’s largest living trees, stands along this
1/3-mile (.5 km) paved trail. A guide is sold at the
visitor center. North and west of the visitor center
1 mile (1.6 km).

Panoramic Point Road

Once snow flies this becomes a ski or snowshoe
trail to a spectacular vista of the High Sierra. Park
at Grant Village, go east through the visitor center
parking lot, left around the meadow, then right at
the sign “Panoramic Point 2.3 miles (3.7 km).” It’s
1/4 mile (.4 km) up to the viewpoint.

Safe Snowplay

Very serious injuries occur every year. Fast
sledding and collisions cause most injuries.

Safe Sledding:

Slide feet first. Don’t sled or ski into roads.
Steer clear of trees, rocks, people, and other
obstacles. After you slide, move out of the way
of other sledders. Page 10 has more safety tips.

Play only in Designated Areas.
Snowplay is prohibited in park residential areas
and other areas as signed.

In Case of Emergency:
Dial gu1 from the nearest pay phone (cell signals
are usually poor).

Overlooks & Views

« Kings Canyon Overlook: For a view of
the High Sierra, drive about 6 miles (9.5
km) south of Grant Grove on the Generals
Highway.

* Vista of the Kings Canyon: Drive Hume
Lake Road, 8 miles (13 km) north of Grant
Grove on Hwy 180.

* Redwood Canyon Overlook: About 6
miles (9.5 km) south of Grant Grove, across
the Generals Highway from the Quail Flat
junction, this overlook faces west over one
of the world’s largest sequoia groves.

Kings Canyon & Cedar Grove

Highway 180 down into the canyon closes in winter
due to rock falling from the canyon walls onto the
road. You can get a good view out over the canyon
between Hume Lake Road junction on Hwy 180
and Hume Lake. The road reopens mid-April.

National Forest (USFS)

Explore Giant Sequoia National Monument, a part
of Sequoia National Forest. Check page 12 for road
closures.

Three USFS trailheads offer snowplay, cross-coun-
try ski trails, and snowmobile routes. Rent skis,
snowshoes, or buy snowplay equipment at Grant
Grove or Montecito Lake Resort (page 9 has de-
tails). Get information and a map at Kings Canyon
Visitor Center.

+ Cherry Gap is on Highway 180 2.5 miles
(4km) north of Grant Grove. It offers 10 miles
(16km) of marked winter routes, including a
ski trail to the Chicago Stump at the edge of
Converse Basin grove. Virtually every mature
sequoia in this huge grove was felled early in
the 1900s. The stump is a remnant of a tree
taken to exhibit at the 1893 Chicago World’s
Fair.

* Quail Flat (on the Generals Highway, 6
miles/9.6km south of Hwy 180) has 23 miles
(37km) of trails and snowmobile routes.
Some connect to Big Meadows.

+ Big Meadows (on the Generals Highway, 8
miles/13km south of Hwy 180) offers 23 miles
(37km) of marked, groomed trails and routes
that traverse meadows and forest. One route
goes to the 1916 Buck Rock Fire Lookout (the
tower is closed in winter).

The Generals Highway

Driving this 8o-year-old roadway is part of the
experience of these parks. It carries you up al-
most a mile in elevation, and connects the General
Sherman Tree to the General Grant Tree, thereby
earning its name.

An intense effort to upgrade the highway is un-
derway. For decades, a skin of pavement barely
improved the original wagon road. Today’s work is
building a route that can handle today's large num-
bers of modern vehicles, without losing the joys of
a mountain road. (Traffic delay details, page 12.)

Wayside exhibits at overlooks along this historic
road offer insight into these parks. Stop, read, and
enjoy the views at these and other overlooks:

Kings Canyon Overlook
View the High Sierra wilderness from this overlook
about 6 miles (9.5km) south of Grant Grove.

Redwood Mountain Overlook

Six miles (9.6 km) south of Grant Grove, across
Generals Highway from Quail Flat junction.

Views of one of the world’s largest sequoia groves.

Eleven Range Overlook
South of the Giant Forest, this turnout offers views
to the west over the foothills and the distant valley.




