	SEKI JOB HAZARD ANALYSIS

	Job Description:  Hiking in Snake Country

	Date of last update:  11/09/03

	Division with primary responsibility for this JHA:  Fire and Aviation

	Last updated by:  Georgia Dempsey
	Reviewed by:  Joel Metcalfe
	Approved by: Joel Metcalfe

	Required standards and general notes:
	Notes:  The following is common sense advice garnered from reading pamphlets about snakes.

	Required personal protective equipment:
	Suggested:  Long pants such as field pants (if possible); high boots such as fire boots; snake leggings, leather gloves and long sleeves if handling materials on ground

	Typical tools and equipment:
	Day pack, hiking or fire boots, regular field gear

	Activity
	Potential Hazards
	Safe Action or Procedure

	Hiking in Snake Country
	Damage to soft tissues; complications from bite; possible death
	Be alert while hiking, always watching the trail several feet ahead;  Know what your locally poisonous snakes look like so you can identify hazards and avoid them;  Do not reach into places that you cannot see into; avoid particularly dangerous areas if possible (holes in the ground; wood piles; loose material that has been piled up and left standing for a long time; abandoned buildings or sheds; Listen for hissing or rattling sounds and carefully walk away from any snakes that are spotted;  Do not “mess” with a snake by poking it w/ a stick, etc. as most people are bitten when they are “messing” with snakes; If bitten, seek transportation and medical help immediately;  Stay calm as getting upset can spread the venom and reaction; Do not use snake bite kits or cutting and sucking techniques as described in outdated first aid books as this is seldom helpful and can poison the rescuer;  Call LEO dispatch to setup an Emergency Medical Response

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


