	SEKI JOB HAZARD ANALYSIS

	Job Description:  VEHICLE OPERATIONS 
	Date of last update:  11/07/03

	Division with primary responsibility for this JHA:  Fire and Aviation
	Last updated by:  Georgia Dempsey
	Reviewed by: Joel Metcalfe
	Approved by: Joel Metcalfe

	Required standards and general notes:
	Drivers Safety Training provided by the park; maintenance standards set by the auto shop

	Required personal protective equipment:
	Seat belt, eyeglasses if needed

	Typical tools and equipment:
	A vehicle kept up to maintenance standards in terms of tire rotation and fluid levels along w/ working breaks, light, tail lights, horn, etc.

	Activity
	Potential Hazards
	Safe Action or Procedure

	Vehicle maintenance
	Vehicle not properly maintained or equipped leading to vehicle accident
	Do daily maintenance checks per daily checklist; bring vehicle into maintenance shop for regular checks

	Various driving conditions
	Accidents (collisions, off road, etc.)
	ALWAYS!  Wear seatbelts, turn headlights or hazard lights on, follow speed limits.  Never eat or drink while driving.  Report all accidents to LEO dispatch and if you can tell, let them know what help is required such as medics, ambulances, people to direct traffic, etc.  Carry safety equipment such as chains during the winter season to avoid an accident on slippery roads.  Adhere to road condition warnings put out by dispatch.

	Pre-driving inspections
	Injury or property damage caused by compartments or doors being open
	Circle vehicle and visually inspect it to make sure that tailgates and doors are closed and that all persons and objects are clear before getting in.

	U-turns
	Bodily injury caused from an accident due to improper U-turn
	Avoid U-turns when possible by using regular turns.  If a U-turn is unavoidable ensure that point selected for turn has good view of oncoming traffic and space enough to negotiate turn.  Position lookouts when needed.

	Parking
	Rolling accidents or collisions caused by improper break setting
	Park in low gear, set park brake and always chock wheel.  Ensure that fuels are clear beneath vehicle so as not to start a fire.

	Stopping Quickly
	Whip lash, injuries of the musculature and vertebral column
	Scan well ahead and always drive at speeds that are safe for the road conditions, thus allowing for reasonable stopping.

	Driving w/ visibility impaired due to elements
	Accidents, possible death or severe bodily injury
	Reduce speeds when hazards such as fog, smoke, dust or other weather phenomena are causing visibility problems; keep windshield clean and wipers serviced; wear eyeglasses or sunglasses if called for; report hazardous smoke conditions immediately for proper signage; use lights or hazards to abate problem, if warranted

	Driving under hazardous road conditions
	Accidents as stated above
	Reduce speed, scout ahead, use proper equipment as stated by road signs (chains, 4 Wheel drive, etc.); drive defensively on narrow winding roads and on washboard conditions; report all hazards such as fallen/falling rocks, snags, snow/ice to LEO dispatch

	Physical and mental fatigue
	Accidents causing injuries as stated above * and below
	Get needed rest; adhere to work/rest ratios; avoid overly long fire shifts; follow agency policies regarding drivers; take breaks; use replacement drivers

	Night Driving
	*
	Turn headlights on, make sure headlights are aimed properly, dim lights for oncoming traffic; keep windshield clean, reduce speed to allow stopping time within distance of headlights

	Steep Grades
	*
	Descend in low gear to avoid brake failure; check fluid levels before departing; drive defensively

	Backing vehicle
	*
	Physically look around and behind vehicle before backing, use mirrors, honk horn before moving, use a backer w/ established hand signals

	Starting Vehicle, leaving work station
	*, or injuries caused from unsecured loads
	Create and use vehicle check list to insure that all fluids including:  oil, brake, automatic transmission, coolant, fuel, clutch and wiper are all at operating level and that all controls, lights and other components are in proper working order.  Insure that communications will be as good as they can be by performing a radio check; clean up loose debris and have all heavy items secured properly, behind wire gating; get help to load/unload heavy objects to avoid back injury; do a walk around of vehicle and inspect it for damage and potential hazards before leaving

	Enroute to work site
	*
	Always use seatbelt, check mirror regularly and drive defensively to avoid injuries due to winding roads, careless drivers, steep grades, etc.  Reduce speed for conditions noting that snow/ice, fog and uneven surfaces should be given special attention.  Scan ahead for possible hazards and constantly be expecting people to be driving over the yellow line due to inexperience of navigating steep, mountainous roads.

	Emergency breakdown
	Accident or the possibility of exposure due to being stranded
	Before departure, familiarize yourself with jack, spare tire, hazard lights, tools and equipment.  Make sure that the vehicle is in good mechanical repair.  Check for road flares, stop/slow paddles, extra oil, belts, plugs and a basic tool kit.  During foul weather seasons, carry additional clothing and/or a blanket.  Also make sure that someone knows where you are going and when you should be back.  Test your radio and make sure you have good communications in the even of a breakdown.

	Arrival to work site
	Accidents caused from distractions, backing or parking.  Can cause bodily injury or death.
	Don’t forget that you are still driving!  Don’t’ let yourself become distracted by events taking place outside of the vehicle (example:  arrival at a fire).  Concentrate on finding a safe location to park that will provide safe exiting.  Use a backer to guide you into a safe place that will be easy to pull forward out of later.  Use mirrors, or look over your shoulder, and be sure that you can see the backer and that you understand the hand signals being used.  Leave the vehicle in low gear with the parking brake set and wheels chalked.  Above all else, REMEMBER that getting to a fire a few minutes early is NOT worth exposing yourself, or others, to an accident.  Drive at a reasonable speed.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


