	SEKI JOB HAZARD ANALYSIS

	Job Description:  Using the Drip Torch on various fire projects 

	Date of last update:  4/7/05

	Division with primary responsibility for this JHA:  Fire and Aviation

	Last updated by:  Joel Metcalfe
	Reviewed by: Joel Metcalfe
	Approved by: Joel Metcalfe

	Required standards and general notes:
	Standards taught in S130/S190 should be used

	Required personal protective equipment:
	Full firefighter PPE

	Typical tools and equipment:
	Drip torch, fuel mix, lighters, spouts, gerry cans, 55 gallon drums

	Activity
	Potential Hazards
	Safe Action or Procedure

	Using drip torch on any fire related project
	Burns, smoke inhalation, possible death from uncontrolled fire
	Follow standards taught in S130/S190; always wear full PPE when on any fire; avoid breathing drip torch fumes and cleanse skin thoroughly if fuel comes into contact with skin; Make sure the torch is put together correctly and that you have adjusted the flow rate to the amount you want.  Do a small test burn by pouring a small amount of fuel onto the correct side of the line, removing all fuel cans from the area, and lighting the test patch with a lighter;  If fuel is too hot or not hot enough, replace it w/ good fuel, making sure that the ratio used in the mix is 3 parts diesel to 1 part gas.  If test burn goes well, dip torch wick into the small ignited patch to light.  Be cognizant that you will be dripping fire so long as the wick is lit and the torch is not in an upright position.  To avoid death from extreme fire behavior, make sure that you adhere to Standard firefighting orders; always remain in communication with others on the fire especially during ignition or burnout operations; do not undertake a job that you are not qualified for; make sure that you thoroughly understand the firing pattern that is to be used and that you maintain correct spacing with other individuals;  set up a buddy system wherein lighters lookout for the person above and below them;  do not light fire beneath another person;  know your escape routes and safety zones;  alert ignition specialist and burn boss if the current burning pattern is causing problems; make sure that you are lighting on the correct side of the line

	Extinguishing Torch
	Burns, fume inhalation
	Turn flow rate down and blow wick out while facing away from other personnel.  Be careful of windy conditions that could blow flame into face.

	Refueling Drip Torch
	Burns
	Wear full PPE; constantly maintain an awareness to the hot wand;  use safety cans with pour spouts; take this opportunity to refuel yourself as well by drinking water and having a snack; transport torches and fuel in a secured manner, by tying things down, using a wire cage, etc.  Do not let cans roll around in the back of truck.  

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


