INTERNATIONAL MIGRATORY BIRD DAY: MAY 14, 2011
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By Hart Schwarz, Neotropical Bird specialist, Cibola national forest
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Background: This special day for celebrating the birds was inaugurated by Partners in Flight in 1992 as a way to highlight its mission and that of its nearly 200 Partners, i.e., The Conservation of Birds and their Habitat. The second Saturday in May was chosen because peak migration offers the ideal opportunity to bring people and birds together—to sow the seeds of wonder and caring. IMBD is also the day of the Spring Migration Count, but the two events are unrelated.
Organizers and Participants: In its fourteenth year now, IMBD at Quarai has become a tradition—an event eagerly anticipated and savored. Throughout this period, the Cibola National Forest and Salinas Pueblo Missions National Monument (National Park Service) have worked together in organizing and staging this all-day event, replete with a three-hour early morning bird walk led by Hart Schwarz and Nick Vaughn, an afternoon lecture on the theme of the year by Hart Schwarz, and, of course, the bottomless cup of Shade-grown Coffee with fine cookies for all participants. The informal talk centered on this year’s theme entitled Go Wild, Go Birding! explored the many varieties of birding and the temptation to go on listing forever, rather than, sooner or later, going from apprenticeship birding to birding with a purpose. A few “awards” were also handed out earlier in the day that included T-Shirts, global--warming mugs, and personalized Conservation Certificates. The coffee was donated by Wild Birds Unlimited on Montgomery and the cookies by the Park Service. 

The Birds above: 
Dusky Flycatcher: This little empidonax flycatcher is often hard to identify in migration because it has many almost identical-looking relatives that also briefly visit Quarai; the Dusky, however, is the most common. The bird in this photo on the left was taken by Linda Rockwell last year, and this year, it showed up again—quite inconspicuously sheltered by foliage. Duskies summer in the mountains in the West and go to Mexico in the winter. When one sees this flycatcher at Quarai, we know it stopped by only to rest and feed before flying on to his final destination, which could be as close as the Sandias or as far away as Alaska. A perfect oasis like Quarai could make the difference between life and death for this little neotropical migrant.  
Northern Parula Warbler: Unlike the Dusky Flycatcher, this colorful, but tiny warbler only visits Quarai rarely. I have seen it there only once before, shortly before IMBD some years ago when Norma Pineda and I went for a little scouting walk along the creek. Seeing this delightful gem flitting about in the foliage was a memorable moment indeed! “Parula” means little titmouse, even though it is not at all related to the titmouse family. It breeds in the eastern United States, often in the Spanish moss of stately trees, but it rarely strays from its migratory trajectory. For the winter it returns to Mexico and the West Indies. The parula now brings to sixteen the number of warblers seen at Quarai on IMBD. The hope of seeing even more warblers taking a wrong turn and ending up at Quarai, should elevate the hopes and expectations of birders in the years ahead. 












