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The church of San Gregorio de Abé was built by Fray Francisco
Fonte and later extended by Fray Francisco Acevedo. The
Franciscan missionaries operated the missions of New Mexico. Abé
was one of the largest missionary operations in New Mexico.

The nave of the church is nearly fifty feet long. The vigas were forty-
six feet long and each weighed about 1,700 pounds. Each viga had to
be lifted more than thirty feet and carefully placed into the sockets.
The New Mexico churches were built by the Indian women, Indian
boys and girls, being instructed in the Christian doctrine. In keeping
with Indian customs, traditionally, women built the houses while
men did the spinning and weaving.

The pueblo was built by the Tompiro Indians and settled by the year
1150 AD. The church and pueblo were both built from red
sandstone. The sandstone was very abundant in the area of Abé.

They traded salt, pottery, hides, and pinyon nuts with Indians from
other pueblos.

Until the digging of wells, springs and streams were the life of the
dry southwest. The springs here at Abo are a reminder of why this
site has been the dwelling place of humans for so many centuries.
Today, the springs of Aboé are still very rich in water.

By the late 1670’s, the drought, famine, disease, and Apache
uprisings made life so hard that the Natives and Spanish both had to

leave their homes. The Tompiro Indians never returned to the land
they loved.

Please go to the next page.
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1. Who built the church of San Gregorio?
2. Who were the priests that were at Ab6?
3. How long was the nave of the church?
4, How heavy were the vigas?
5, Where were the vigas placed?
6. Did the men build the church?
7. If the men didn’t build the church, what did they do?
8. What were the church and pueblo built from?
9. Where did they get their water?

10.  Give at least one reason why they left?

Let’s play the seQ¥ch game.

Abo Beans Drought Mission  Salinas
Acevedo Church Fonte Nave Salt
Apache Corn Indian Pueblo Tompiro

ABOZPMLBOMISSIONDTFGHS
SMIQUCFGHICORNIXTOWLTPA
GNSHEVOTDNXAJWOYRDOQKTL
ADVTBANCBDRCHURCHETUST
HDWULATYZIBDHCZIXWTUAJ
RUWVOAEZOANAVEDORSLTCZ
SALINASFTNPABMDT FVQUESTP
DTUPKGVAPACHEGSEHTISQVN
TYWCHOTZBEANSYOPGAMETR
DROUGHTLMAEYOPEKIXABETDA
TOMPIROCVNWOQPEKNSVEOTP
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Ancient ruins, artifaets“,y and historic remnants are irreplaceable. On
federal lands these are protected by law for the benefit of all people.
Please report any abuse you observe to the nearest Park Ranger.

,,.?’ii(}&%‘f [Mieda

Junior Ranger Pledge:

I understand that as a Junior Ranger I am responsible for helping,
in any way I can, to preserve the ruins of Salinas Pueblo Missions
National Monument so future Junior Rangers can enjoy them too.

Signed Date

Park Ranger Date





