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We look forward to seeing your students at St. Paul’s for the American Revolution Learning Station Program. Bag lunches may be eaten afterwards on the lawn.  There are no indoor dining facilities, but the site has public restrooms.  This is an indoor/outdoor program, and the children should dress accordingly.  The program is free.  Please call in advance for reservations, 914-667-4116.

They will be learning about the era of the American Revolution, as it relates to this national historic site.  The program begins with an orientation in the historic (de-consecrated) church building.  Orientation includes the introduction of questions designed to engage the children in the upcoming learning stations; questions are reviewed in a common session at the culmination of the program.  Students are divided into groups of equal number, and usually visit three learning stations, spending 25 minutes at each.  Tolling of the 250-year-old bell, one of the nation’s oldest, signals the move to the next station.  Learning stations are staffed by historic interpreter/educators dressed in period clothes.  The usual schedule of learning stations is: 
I – The Museum


Through maps, dioramas, mannequins and interactive activities, the children learn about the Battle of Pell’s Point, an important engagement in the Revolutionary War, fought less than a mile from the church, between the American and British forces, on October 18, 1776.  The church was as an American base before the battle and a British field hospital following the engagement.  A prior discussion with the students about the battle would be helpful.  


Early on that Friday morning, 4,000 British and Hessian (German) soldiers came ashore on a beachhead at what is today Pelham Bay Park.  The initial invasion achieved surprise, and was largely unopposed.  Lead elements of the force marched up the Shore Road, and veered onto Split Rock Road.  Their goal was to proceed west, across Westchester County toward the Hudson River to cut off an avenue of retreat for the main body of General Washington’s troops stationed in northern Manhattan.


Opposing the Crown forces were four small regiments, about 750 men, of Massachusetts Continental troops, under the command of Colonel John Glover, a wealthy merchant from Marblehead, Massachusetts.  [image: image1.png]ST ——




Rising on that fall morning, Glover climbed a hill near his camp overlooking the Hutchinson River and, with his spyglass, observed the British forces moving into Eastchester Bay.  The colonel quickly moved his troops to check the British.  He stationed his soldiers at staggered intervals behind stone walls which bordered the Split Rock Road, the route of the British invasion.  This provided fine cover and secrecy and the 
Americans got off numerous musket volleys at close range against the surprised Crown troops.  After those volleys, the Continentals withdrew to join the hidden soldiers posted at the next interval, where the same pattern was repeated.  The fiercest fighting of the day took place around the Split Rock, located near today’s confluence of the Hutchinson River Parkway and the New England Thruway.  As more Crown troops were brought into the fray, Glover’s position became untenable.  Additionally, early in the afternoon the British completed a flanking movement on the right, and the Americans faced possible envelopment.  Realizing this, Glover ordered a withdrawal across the Hutchinson River, and then a re-deployment north along the road to White Plains (today’s Route 22) to Tuckahoe.  Glover’s brigade had performed meritorious service, inflicting dozens of casualties on the enemy.  But more importantly, by bottling up the British on the eastern side of the county, the Patriot troops gave the main body of the American army under General Washington time to complete the removal to White Plains.

.           
II – The Historic Cemetery


Students visit the cemetery at St. Paul’s, one of the oldest, continuously used burial yards in the country.  An endlessly fascinating learning resource, it is also a real cemetery, and students should observe all standard elements of respect and courtesy  --  “don’t be afraid of the yard, but be respectful of it.”   [image: image2.jpg]


 In most programs, students sample the life of children in the 18th century by playing with replica hand toys and games that were enjoyed by youngsters around the time of the American Revolution.  But the primary activity in the cemetery is learning about the era of the American Revolution through the stories, and gravestones, of some of the scores of soldiers and civilians interred in the yard that lived at the time.  Among these is a mass grave of Hessian privates, who died in the church when it was used as a hospital following the Battle of Pell’s Point.  A good pre-visit discussion/activity would be the story of the Hessians, Britain’s hired allies who fought with the redcoats in the Revolutionary War:    

During the, Revolutionary War, the Landgrave Frederick II of Hesse-Kassel (a small principality in what is today central Germany) and other German prices hired out thousands of conscripted subjects as auxiliaries to Great Britain to fight against the Americans.  This was a common practice at the time and actually marked the fourth time in the 18th century that England had reached out to the German states for hired military assistance.   About 30,000 of these soldiers were sold into service, and they came to be called Hessians, because 16,992 of the total 30,067 men came from Hesse-Kassel. Some were direct subjects of King George III he ruled then as the Elector of Hanover.   Other soldiers were sent from Hesse-Hanau, Bruncwick-Luneburg, Waldeck, Absbach-Bavreuth, and Anhalt-Zerbst.  

These troops were not mercenaries in the modern sense of professionals who hire out their own services for money. As in most armies of the eighteenth century, the men were mainly conscripts, debtors, or the victims of impressment; some were also petty criminals. Pay was low; some soldiers apparently received nothing but their daily food. The officer corps usually consisted of career officers who had served in earlier European wars. The revenues realized from their service went back to the German royalty. Nevertheless, some Hessian units were respected for their discipline and excellent military skills.  Hessians comprised approximately one-quarter of the British forces in the Revolution.
About 18,000 Hessian troops, including those who eventually fought at Pell’s Point, arrived in America in the summer of 1776, with more coming in later. They landed at Staten Island, and their first engagement was in the Battle of Brooklyn.  The Hessians fought in almost every battle, although after 1777 they were mainly used as garrison troops. An assortment of Hessians fought in the battles and campaigns in the southern states during 1778–80 (including Guilford Courthouse) and two regiments fought at the climactic battle of Yorktown in 1781.  
III – The Church
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The third learning station is the historic church building at St. Paul’s.  Here students learn through an interactive presentation explaining the unusual appearance of the church from the late 1700s.  They gain an understanding of the challenges of staying warm in a building without heat or insulation.  Primarily, though, the focus is teaching about the use of the church as a field hospital during the Revolutionary War.  This is accomplished through use of a corner alcove that has been arranged to evoke the setting of the building as a wartime field hospital.  Set on a table, authentic replica medical instruments  --   including the ball forceps, metal bullet probe, skin retractor  --    are demonstrated.  Prior to the field trip, discuss why an army might use a church building as a field hospital.  
During the Revolutionary War, more men died of disease/illness than battle wounds. The armies were mindful of the needs of the sick and injured, but knowledge of germs, contagion and nutrition at this time was limited. Hospitals were set up adjacent to battle fields to provide the first treatment, much like field hospitals or MASH units today. Injured soldiers were then transferred to a general hospital, transferred back to their unit, or accepted into a type of "invalid corps".  Often homes were used to provide medical services. Sometimes regiments had their own hospital. General hospitals were usually places to be avoided at all costs because rampant disease, contagion, overcrowding, lack of supplies, and filth contributed to a high mortality rate. The skill and knowledge of doctors varied greatly, too, from those who were trained and experienced to those who just had an interest in medicine or who were pressed into service because they had once treated an injured animal.
We look forward to seeing your students at St. Paul’s Church N.H.S.; they are in for a great experience.
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