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   National Park Service Offers Interpretive Program at the Site of Bent’s New Fort
After abandoning his old fort near present day La Junta in 1849, famed trader William Bent moved east and built a new trading fort on a bluff overlooking the Arkansas River in 1853. Bent’s New Fort, which played a pivotal role in shaping the American West, will be the topic of a free interpretive program presented by the National Park Service (NPS) on Saturday, March 15th.

[bookmark: _GoBack]NPS Ranger and historian Jeff Campbell will present this hour and a half talk/walking tour. Attendance to the program is free, but reservations are required. The program will begin at 10am, Saturday, March 15, in the parking area at Bent’s New Fort and end at 11:30am. For reservations contact Sand Creek Massacre National Historic Site at (719) 729-3003.

Participants may access the site via a walking trail and view newly installed interpretive exhibits. No other visitor facilities are located on site. Participants should dress warmly and wear comfortable walking shoes. Inclement weather on the day of the event will cancel the program and participants with reservations will be notified.

To reach Bent’s New Fort Site, take U.S. 50 to County Road 35, approximately 10 miles west of Lamar or 25 miles east of Las Animas.  Turn south on County Road 35 for 1 mile to County Road JJ (dead end).  Turn east (left) and drive ¼ mile, turning south (right) onto County Road 35.25 for ¼ mile to the Bent’s New Fort parking area.  
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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA 
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.
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