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To reiterate the following is based on 14 years of concerted primary source research, analyses of two hundred (plus) witnesses, analysis of the landscape coupled with the primary sources, including tribal oral histories and tribal family histories. This is the best information currently available. This is a compilation from noted sources including Dr. David Halaas [former Colorado State Historian], Dr. Gary L. Roberts [reknowned expert on Sand Creek & Professor Emeritus of History], Dr. Alexa J. Roberts [current High Plains Group Superintendent, NPS, Dr. Ari Kelman [author, Bancroft Prize Historian and former Chair of the History Dept. at D. U.] and estimable research notes from Christine Whitacre and Lysa Wegman-French of the NPS during the Site Location Project, Mr. Craig Moore [NPS Ranger, former Interpretive Lead at SAND] our own expert on the Cheyennes and innumerable interviews and conversations during the seven-year “project phase.”
August 6, 1950: Monument placed on “monument hill” Descendants present. State Historian speaks. CHS monument calling it “massacre or battle” placed on hwy. 96 at Chivington same day. About 400 attend dedication. This little monument is probably the most photographed single thing on the site. Many descendants have their photos taken here from dedication to present. An excellent jumping off point for a discussion with visitors on changing interpretations of the site, even George Bent referred to the site as a “battle” six (6) times and massacre six (6) times in the hundreds of letters he wrote. The U. S. Government and the Army has never denied it was a massacre during its investigations and during treaty negotiations since.
October 06 1998:  President William "Bill" Jefferson Clinton signs: PL 105-243 "Sand Creek Massacre National Historic Site Study Act of 1998"

May 1999 – Archaeological Field Work at Sand Creek on Kern Ranch, Dawson Ranch and Bowen Family Ranch. Approx. 400 period artifacts identified on Charlie Jenkins homestead land in upper Dawson Ranch near “Headgates” of Brandon Canal where locals always said it was. [See Whitacre and Wegman-French]
November 07, 2000: Public Law 106-465, 106th Congress "Sand Creek Massacre National Historic Site [NHS] Establishment Act of 2000, 16 USC 461." Signed by President Clinton. No entry fees will be required. Eminent Domain will never be utilised to expand boundaries of NPS unit. Expansion of unit within “authorised boundaries” only by purchase through willing sellers or by donation of lands. Authorised boundaries include about 18 square miles.
Spring 2001: Project office opened. Dr. Roberts works out of BEOL and NRCS offices.

December 2, 2002: Closing, Southwest Entertainment, Inc., receives title to Bill Dawson's (Ranch) property, Jim Druck, President, Parker, Colorado.

December 19, 2003: at Lucky Star Casino, Concho, OK. Proprietor Jim Druck physically transfers deed to Southern Cheyennes and Southern Arapahos. Chief Laird Cometsevah accepts for C&A of Oklahoma.
August 2, 2005: President George W. Bush signed Sand Creek Massacre National Historic Site Trust Act. Public Law 109-45. 119 STAT. 445, 446, 447, 109th Congress

Aug. 16, 2006, about 1600 hours. SAND Project Supt. Alexa J. Roberts, Ph.D. - Address upon the occasion of the dedication of signage for “Sand Creek Massacre Trail” in Cheyenne, WY. [This trail is a “memorial highway” and in no way signifies an escape route after the massacre.]
April 2007: Secretary of the Interior authorises. It was decided that the 2,385 acres [about 3.72 square miles or (almost 4 square miles/sections) in the “core area” were sufficient to open the unit.] 
The Sand Creek Massacre National Historic Site as the 391st unit of the National Park Service, Department of the Interior which was dedicated on April 28, 2007. Official open date 1 June, 2007. [Initially three days per week, Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Craig Moore, Ellen Conroy (seasonal) & Jeff Campbell Volunteer Interpreter. No visitor / admin bldg. No A/C. Interpretive signs built by volunteer students.]
Sand Creek Massacre.

Based on about 16 years of primary source research, plus the compilations of 25 years of tribal genealogy and coupled with on-the-ground observations and special scientific and historical studies we have arrived at the following:
29 & 30 November and 1 December 1864. On the Arapaho partition of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Reservation [In the Upper Arkansas Agency or Fort Lyon Reservation] established by the Ft. Wise (or Boone) Treaty of February 28, 1861 in Huerfano County, Territory of Colorado along the Big Sandy Creek (Aka: Sand Creek or Arroyo Manteca “grease or lard creek”).
Concurrent with events here. General Sherman was completing his “March to the Sea.” In five months Lee would surrender to Grant, the Civil War would end. President Lincoln would be inaugurated for his second term and on Good Friday 1865 be assassinated. 
This site along the creek had been used since the days before the Plains Horse Culture. There is evidence of Pre-Columbian or Paleolithic cultures here. The primary resource here is ground and spring water and in wet years, native grasses for forage. The Cheyennes came into this country in the early 1830s and were preceded by the Arapahos who were seen along the Front Range as early as 1811-1816. In 1864 this was still good game country [antelope, elk, deer] and buffalo range. The stream is in the Dakota-Cheyenne aquifer, which includes Rush Creek separated from the huge Oglalla Aquifer east of here.
People Present, 28 November 1864: Our best estimates, to date. A village of about 150 [146-156 est.] lodges [at about 5 persons per lodge] or about 750 Cheyennes and Arapahos in several family and clan groups. About 200 adult or fighting age men were present [confirmed by persons actually in the village prior to the attack and proportionate to the number of adult men killed]. The remainder of the group were women, children, elderly and infirmed. There may have been a disproportionate number of widows and orphans present since this was a “chiefs’ village and chiefs took care of family members who were widows, orphans and the infirmed.
There were approximately twenty chiefs or headmen here. There were at least 14 clan chiefs of the Council of 44 of the Cheyenne Tribe. Additionally there may have been two Arapaho chiefs including Left Hand (Niwot) and between 40 and 80 Arapaho. [We are still in the process of identifying the Arapahos present.]
Prominent among the Cheyennes here were;
CHEYENNES: Dzĭ’tsĭístäs - Tse-Tsehése-staestse. The Cheyennes, Ma-heo-o’s own chosen, called-out people, The People

War Bonnet – CHIEF, KIA [Aka: Bumping Wolf]

Scabby Band

Lone Bear – CHIEF, KIA




Ridge Men

Aka: One Eye – Bear Standing Last – Ochinee
Yellow Wolf - CHIEF, KIA




Hair Rope People
7. Black Kettle - CHIEF, Survived Aka: Moke-ta-ve-to
Wu ta piu
White Antelope – CHIEF, KIA Aka: Spotted Antelope 
Ridge Men

--------------------------------------------------

WHITE ANTELOPE’S JOURNEY or DEATH SONG:

1906 - George Bent: two words, "Nothing lives long only the earth and the mountains,"

ca. 1930 - Mrs. Blackhead Hawkins, ‘Nothing Lives Long Except the Mountains and the Earth,’

ca. 1930 - Chief Magpie: “Nothing lives long, Except the earth and the mountains.”

ca. 2000 - Alfrich Heap of Birds: "Death is upon us and nothing exists but the rocks and the mountains.”

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
CHIEF, Mapaviniste, KIA, 



Elkhorn Scrapers Soc.

Aka: Standing-in-the-Water, Stands in the Water, Standing Water. 
WARRIOR SOC. HEADMAN, Survived, Minnemic
Bowstring Soc. 
Aka: Eagle Head, Min-im-mic, [father of warrior Howling Wolf.]
CHIEF, Min-ne-no-ah, Whirl Wind, 



Hair Rope Men

Standing Bear, Uninjured, Survived.
Arapaho Chiefs / Headmen Hinono’ei – Arapaho or Arapaho proper – Hinanaeina
Hin-nan-nai (phonetic Hĭn-nahn-nāy) (“The Sky People” May 6, 2014 during consultation)
Left Hand (#1) CHIEF, WIA, DOW
Chief Left Hand #1, #1 had his name spelled variously, Niwot, Nawat, Died of mortal wounds. About 40+ YOA.
Left Hand (#2) Survived - Left Hand #2 (Na-watk) [SURVIVED SAND CREEK ]. Aka: Niwat, Nawathit, Nawat. [Died 1911, buried Canadian Co., Oklahoma, monument erected there.] Born: about 1840, [24 YOA]
----
Cheyenne and Arapaho Casualties: [our best estimates, to date.]
About 200 men, women, children and others killed

About 150 [75%] of killed were women, children, and others – Non-Combatants

About 50 adult men were killed or about 25% of all killed.

About 200 men, women, children and others wounded

About 16 of the elder chiefs or headmen were killed here, depleting the Council of 44 and warrior society headmen.

Soldier Casualties

First Regiment Cavalry, Colorado [U. S.] Volunteers.



Co.
KIA
WIA
#Present

CPT 
?
   A
0
0
None
Co. may have been mustered out.
CPT Jacobs’
   B
0
0
None  Assigned Post, Ft. Larned, KS

1LT Kennedy’s  C
4
11
35
Detachment, Wilson’s Bn.

CPT Soule’s
   D
1
0
37 
Detachment, Anthony’s Ft. Lyon Bn.

1LT Dunn’s 
   E
0
2
18
Detachment, Wilson’s Bn. [CPT Gray’s Co.]

CPT Cook’s 
   F
2
2
unk.
Detached to 2LT Cramer, Co. K detachment

Baldwin’s Btry. G
0
1
unk. [40?] As arty. w/ 2 12# mtn. hwtzrs. 






Ft. Lyon Bn.

1LT Wilson’s
H
0
2
70+
Detachment, Wilson’s Bn.

CPT Kerber’s
I
0
0
None   stationed at Ft. Garland

2LT Cramer’s 
K
0
2
44?
Detachment, Anthony’s Ft. Lyon Bn.







incl. men from Co. F & L [2].

CPT Backus’
L
0
0
[2]
[2] incl. Co. K. Stationed at Ft. Larned

CPT Hardy’s 
M
0
0
0
Stationed at Ft. Larned, KS

2014 Totals

7
20
250

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Third Regiment:

About 425 3rd Regiment soldiers or about 39% of Regiment present at Sand Creek 29 November 1864.

28% of combined 1st & 3rd Regiments present at Sand Creek, 29 November 1864.

All members of the two regiments were not present nor were all members responsible for actions at that location. This is to place the numbers in proper perspective and displace the continued generalisations in statements made over the last 144 years. Obviously, officers and soldiers were present and responsible, but not all. Responsibility for actions of soldiers immediately rested on their officers, especially commanders 
Three Colonels:

COL John Milton Chivington, 
COL George Laird Shoup, 
and LTC Leavitt L. Bowen, 1st Bn. 3rd Reg.
as well as Battalion commanders MAJ Hal Sayr 2nd Bn. 3rd Reg., MAJ Scott J. Anthony Fort Lyon Bn. 1st Reg., CPT Theodore Greenwood Cree 3rd Bn. 3rd Reg. and 1LT Luther Wilson leading Bn of 1st Reg.

The combined five (5) battalions constituted "The Indian Expedition" or "Chivington's Brigade," totaling approximately 675 men with horses and four (4) howitzers with caissons [or limbers], mounted on “prairie carriages,” carrying sixteen (16) rounds per gun, [64 rounds total] pulled by teams of four (4) mules each. There may also have been an unknown number of  ambulances in tow as they are noted on the field collecting dead and wounded. The total number included field and staff [F&S] of which medical personnel were attached. Included in the expedition were about 8 to 13 designated Scouts, both civilian and military. Only one (1) representative of the "Territorial Militia," CPT Andrew J. Gill, as an "Aide to the Colonel" (Chivington) was present. 
Analysis of roster 2008, Jeff C. Campbell, compiled from all records to date and “Compiled Service Records of Personnel” 3rd Colorado Cavalry [DCF]

Age at time of enlistment:

These compiled records show a total of 1, 156 soldiers enlisted in the 3rd Regiment including deserters and those who were rejected from service at enlistment. Documented ages [for 1,147] range from Pvt. Charles B. Horton, Co. E at 14 YOA to  Pvt. “Judge” David Ripley, Co. D at 66 YOA, both of whom were on the field at Sand Creek. Not surprising is the fact that the majority [832 or 72%] of the regiment ranged between the ages of 18 and 30 YOA. 89 or 7.7% of enlistees were 40 YOA or older. Of course some of the youngest enlistees are noted to have lied about their ages. Enlistments allowed for  only 16 to 60 YOA, but obviously there were exceptions.

State or Country soldier born:

Information from all sources to date show birth place information for 1,148 of the 3rd Reg. soldiers.

76.2% of enlistees born in U. S.

Of the 875 [76.2% of all] enlistees who claimed to have been born in the United States the most claimed native states of New York at 148 [12.9%] and Ohio 146 [12.7%]. The other states with most enlistees were Pennsylvania – 87, Missouri – 75, Illinois – 72, and Indiana – 69.

273 [23.6%] soldiers claimed to have been born outside the United States. Of those the most significant number claimed Germanic roots in Germany: 60, Austria: 1, Bavaria: 3, and Prussia: 7 for a total of 70. Canada – 37, England – 36, Ireland – 33 and Scotland - 16 followed with the next highest foreign births.

Of particular note is the fact that at least 47 of the soldiers were born in Nuevo Mexico [New Mexico Territory since 1846] which had been part of Spain then Mexico at the times of their births. Some of these “Mexican” soldiers were old enough to remember a time when their land was not ruled by “Norte Americanos” or the United States government. Largely these individuals were clustered in Co. G and Co. H and were recruited out of the Arkansas Valley communities. A half-dozen enlisted in Co. C at Denver. Almost entirely these were Hispanic soldiers.

Occupations: Trades & Crafts:

One of the most often repeated misconceptions about the 3rd Regiment is that it was made up of gutter trash. Having been in law enforcement for over two decades I can attest that in any given group there will be between 5-10 percent who have a criminal history or a criminal mindset. But what the following table tells us is that there was a well-rounded group of individuals who had various trades and crafts. In this grouping we have 1,166 [total 1,192 includes 26 unknowns] occupations since the average of enlistment figures is about 1,150 some were noted with more than one occupation and were included in these figures. 

Farmers & Miners, 59.3% of 3rd Regiment

The two groups with the highest numbers were Farmers at 383 [32.8%] and Miners 309 [26.5%]. Other sizeable groups of occupations included; Blacksmiths – 23, Carpenters – 28, Clerks – 48 [4.1%], Engineers – 23, Laborers – 85 [7.2%], Printers – 24, and Teamsters – 27. 

3rd Regiment a Demographic Composite of Colorado Territory

We glean a composite of what made the territory work in 1864 from the occupations of the day like; Attorneys – 6, Butchers – 12, Cabinet-makers – 5, Law Enforcement – 5, Machinists and Mechanics – 9, Merchants – 13, Saddlemakers – 4, Cobblers – 5, Stage Drivers and Teamsters – 31, Tailors – 6, Tanners – 3, and Wagonmakers – 4. Three physicians or doctors are note who did not serve on regimental medical staff, interesting.
Locality enlisted*:

Company A:

Denver

Company B:

1. Central City 2. Black Hawk 3. Denver

Company C:

Denver

Company D:

Boulder / Boulder County

Company E:

Denver and Pueblo

Company F:

Denver

Company G:

West’s Ranch, Fort West, Colorado City, Pueblo, Jenk’s Fort




Booneville, Fort Baxter, El Paso Co., Willis’ Ranch, Rice’s 




Ranch, Denver, Boulder Co., California Gulch




August 29 – Sept. 12

Company H:

Central City, Booneville, Huerfano, El Paso Co., Pueblo,




Denver, Black Hawk,

Company I:

Black Hawk, Laurette, Oro City, Stirling, Central City, Fairplay




California Gulch, Colorado Gulch, Denver, Unk., Boulder Co.

Company K:

Black Hawk, Breckenridge, Buffalo Flats, Central City, Denver




Delaware Flats, French Gulch, Galena Gulch, Golden or Golden 




City, Georgian, Gold Run Gulch, Mount Vernon, Stillson’s Patch 




(Mining District), Tarryall, Lincoln City

Company L:

Nevadaville, Camp Evans, Central City, Denver

Company M:

Denver, Franktown, Nevadaville, Central City, Idaho Springs,




Colorado City, Gold Dust

[*Although “enlisted at these primary locations, doesn’t mean they were “mustered there as well.]

Place Enlisted:

Contrary to popular history the highest percentage of the soldiers enlisting for 100 days in the 3rd Regiment did not come from Denver. Of the 1,138 that we have records only 456 [40%] were enlisted at Denver. It can not be assumed that all of those actually were residing in Denver, but many came in from surrounding communities to enlist and for those we have no information. The bulk of the troops eventually did come in to Camp Weld or Denver to be mustered into “the service.”

Boulder and Boulder County had one of the highest concentrations of enlistments outside of Denver and most were mustered into CPT David Nichols’ Co. D. Overall, Central City produced the second-most number of volunteers after Denver with 201 [17.7%] of which 79 were mustered into Sayr’s Co. B and 53 were mustered into Baxter’s Co. G. followed by 33 into McCannon’s Co. I. Nevadaville produced 62 men for Phillips’ Co. L. 

Killed, Wounded, DIS = Died in Service, Deserted, AWOL

The 3rd Regiment mounted detachments from Co.s A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I and M making a compliment of about 425 officers and men who marched to Sand Creek from Fort Lyon on the night of November 28, 1864. If the regiment total was about 1,150 soldiers these men amounted to about 37% of the total twelve companies.

[ no MIA’s left behind, all were accounted for]
Confirmed Casualties at Sand Creek by company:

Co. A 
7
1 KIA

2 died of wound
6 WIA
Co. B
5




5 WIA
Co. C
2
1 KIA 11/30


1 WIA
Co. D
5
2 KIA



3 WIA
Co. E
3
1 KIA



2 WIA
Co. F
2




2 WIA
Co. G
3
2 KIA



1 WIA
Co. H
0





Co. I
7
3 KIA



4 WIA
Co. K
5




5 WIA
Co. L
0 not present

Co. M
9 all WIA



9 WIA
2014, To Date, No Hispanics have been identified as taking part in any of the “massacre” or post-action atrocities.
