By C. Frost Liggett                                                                                                                                      Pioneer & Idiosyncrasies of People I Have Known in Kiowa County (1940)

COL. JOHN M. CHIVINGTON. Over six feet tall, wellpoised, modest, former itinerant Methodist minister, Indian:”fighter,” and much criticized Colonel of the Colorado Regiment, visited the town named in his honor, in the spring of 1887.  
We along with others, in company of the Colonel, visited the famous battleground, and went over the scenes of that noted encounter that took place before Kiowa County was ever thought of…
This battle ground is located about 10 miles north of the town of Chivington on Big Sand Creek, at a point where the creek broadens out, into a flat sandy bed, near there the trail crosses.  On the north side of the creek a small ravine enters and near which the Chivington irrigation canal has been taken out…The Colonel made an address, telling of the battle and incidents leading up to it.  This was published in the Chivington Chief which was later merged into the Kiowa County Press.  I think this was the second issue of volume one, some 53 years ago.  These early files of the paper have been lost or destroyed, much to our regret…
Colonel Chivington impressed us with his frankness and sincerity.  We believe he really had consideration and even affection for the Red Man.  But he did his duty as a soldier.  After all he forever put a stop to the Indian massacres on the plains of eastern Colorado…
We doubt if any other man has ever been the target of unjust criticism and calumny that has fallen upon the head of Col. Chivington.  He denied the accusation that when asked by his troops, what do with the “woman and papooses,” that he replied “Nits make lice, kill them.”…
We believe that Col. Chivington has been much maligned and misrepresented in that he was a kindly, but dignified and courageous officer.  He died while a coroner of the city of Denver several years ago.
Col. Chivington is entitled to a monument erected to his memory for making the country safe for those whose fathers and mothers settled and made homes in this country.  We would like to see a monument erected beside that of the Pioneer mother.  It would be a fitting tribute to the memory of a hero.  To a real pioneer. 

