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Resource: Biography of Samuel Upton

Being a sailor in Salem in the 18th and 19th century was a young man’s venture. The majority of the sailors during this time period would not stay in the profession for long; they got their money that they needed to invest and then stayed on land. There are a few examples that differ though.  There were some who went from ship’s boy all the way to captain. Samuel Upton, is one of Salem’s finest examples.

	Samuel Upton was born in 1792.  Historians first see Samuel Upton in the maritime life as a ships boy in 1805 at age thirteen.   The voyage was on board the Friendship and traveled to Leghorn, Italy with fish, pepper and nankeens (a Chinese cloth).  The voyage lasted from April to September. Samuel Upton’s days a ship’s boy continued after he returned home.  He stayed with the Friendship on the next voyage in 1806 to Madras, India. Once reaching India, the ship traded and brought back items such as pepper indigo and coffee. This voyage contained lots of excitement, but also stress for Upton and his crewmen because the ship took a good amount of water and had to have the crew constantly pump to keep the ship afloat.

	 Thanks to the embargo act of 1807 it was a while before Upton could get another chance to get out at sea. Samuel Upton returned four years later as a sailor, but this time the leaking on the vessel was much worse than before. The Friendship left Salem, but by the time the ship had reached Cape Cod the flooding on the ship was so dire that the ship returned to Salem immediately. The voyage ended before it began.   Upton continued his work and got on the next trip of the Friendship that was going to Archangel, Russia. The goal of the Friendship   was to go after Iron, duck canvas for sails and decorations, and hemp for lines. The Friendship and Upton were a part of history as it was taking part in trade with Czar Alexander’s Russia. The Czar opened trade that led to the British getting involved with a war with the United States, as well as a war between Russian and France thanks to the Napoleonic conflicts that were going on in Europe.

	 Samuel Upton thankfully was not a part of the next voyage of the Friendship to Russia because the ship became a victim to the war with Britain. Samuel Upton next appeared on a ship as a captain.  He was the captain of a schooner named Virginia. It was built in Bradford, Massachusetts and registered in 1820 by its owner William Faben (his father in law). This was not the only time Upton was a captain.

	 Samuel Upton then was the captain of the Brig Ramble.  This time he was the owner of the ship with his brother in law Benjamin Fabens.  After he captained and owned this vessel he went on to own another ship with Benjamin Fabens called the Deborah in 1833.   By the time of his death Samuel Upton was the father of five as well as the owner of a house, warehouse and wharves. Among the wharves he did own ships as well. He had come full circle. He started very young at thirteen and filled almost every job one could in the maritime world by the time of his death in 1851 at 58.
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