San Juan Island

5an Juan Island National Historical Park celebrates how indi-
viduals and nations can resolve disputes without resorting to
violence. For it was here in the mid-1800s that Great Britain
and the United States settled ownership of the island through
peaceful arbitration,

Long before the Europeans arrived, the island’s temperate
climate, rich soil, timber, and marine resources attracted native
peoples who for thousands of years netted salmon, hunted
game, and gathered camas roots. The islands were first ex-
plored, charted, and named in the 1790s by Spain and Great
Britain, and later by the United 5tates. Each staked claims to
the Oregon Country—the present states of Washington, Ore-
gon, and Idaho, and parts of Wyoming, Montana, and British
Columbia. Spain withdrew by 1800, and the British and the
Americans agreed to a joint occupation of the region in 1818.

Although lucrative trade agreements and capital investments
existed between the two nations, the Americans living in the
Oregon Country considered the British presence an affront to
their “manifest destiny.” The British believed they had a legal
right to lands guaranteed by earlier treaties, explorations, and
the commercial activities of the Hudson’s Bay Company (HBC).

ut, tut, no, no, the .,‘_.‘_
"fmls.';he was 3 i

San luan Island
National Historical Park
Washington

ENGLISH CAMP  AMERICAN CAMP
TWO NATIONS ON THE BRINK OF WAR NEGOTIATE THEIR WAY TO LASTING FRIENDSHIP

Nevertheless, in June 1846 the Treaty of Oregon was signed in
London. The boundary was set along the 49th parallel, from
the Rocky Mountains to the middle of the “channel” separat-
ing Vancouver Island from the mainland, then south to the
Strait of Juan de Fuca and west to the Pacific Ocean. But there
are two channels: Haro Strait, nearest Vancouver Island, and
Rosario Strait, nearer the mainland. The San Juan Islands lie
between. Both sides claimed the entire island group.

By 1853 the HBC established Belle Vue Sheep Farm on the
island's southern shore, site of today’s American Camp. The
move was political, but the island’s fertile soil and grazing
lands also turned immediate [4 ]
profits. Word of good farm land S UL
spread quickly to the mainland S ,_
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An uneasy peace ended on June b - -'n_i_l_t_}ur_s.:“,.1'
15, 1859, when Lyman Cutlar, an '
American, shot an HBC pig root-
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MAF The San Juan kslands” interior waterways and
narrow passages provided a covered anchorage for
warships. A spyglass from the American Camp prairie
could track every sortie from Victoria and Esquirnalt
harbors beyond. This was a significant advantage in
an age when commerce and warfare in the region
moved primarily by sea.

ing in his garden. When British authorities threatened Cutlar
with arrest and his countrymen with eviction from the island,
a delegation sought protection from Brig. Gen. William 5. Har-
ney, commander of the U.5. Army's Department of Oregon.
Harney ordered a company of infantry commanded by Capt.
George E. Pickett (of later Civil War fame) to San Juan

Island. Pickett landed his 64-man unit on July 27.

In response, British Gov. (and HBC chief factor) James Douglas
dispatched Royal Navy Capt. Geoffrey Hornby and three war-
ships with 62 total guns, 400 Royal Marines, and 15 Royal

Engineers with orders to dislodge Pickett but avoid an armed
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JOINT QCCUPATION GAMES  Royal Marines marched
to American Camp to celebrate the Fourth of July, and
the LS. troops sallied forth to English Camp to toast
Queen Victoria’s birthday. Picnicking, libations, horse
racing, gunny sack races, and track-and-field events
entertained troops usually separated h{.' 13 miles
between camps.
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returned from sea and ordered Hornby to stand fast. British
naval policy dictated that he was only to fire if fired upon.

When word of the crisis reached Washington six weeks later,
both governments agreed to send Lt. Gen. Winfield Scott, U.5.
Army commander, to contain the affair. He arrived by steamer
in late October, and within a week he and Douglas agreed to
reduce their forces to no more than 100 U.S. soldiers and a
single British warship.

On March 21, 1860, Royal Marines landed and set up “English
Camp” on Garrison Bay, 13 miles northwest of American
Camp. For the next 12 years, San Juan Island would remain
under a peaceful joint military occupation.

In 1871 the boundary question was submitted for arbitration
to Kaiser Wilhelm | of Germany, who a year later ruled that
the islands belonged to the United States. The Royal Marines
left in November 1872, the U.5. troops two years later. Peace
was affirmed on the 49th parallel, and San Juan Island would
be long remembered for the "war” in which the only casualty
was a pig.
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Camp pr-urlF I:n_.r remuwng in- '\.
UL
plantlng mtwr-_ vegeh t r.:n. 1
and doing controlled burning.
. Prescribed fire is designed to
mimic historic fire patterns 7|
ur'n'.! prevent invasion of the |
e by non-prairie p|dl'|t‘1

IIHu'\!‘.}III’!E INFIDRMATIGN
San Juan Island }
Mational Hthn{..—:I F"ark
' PO, Box 429 | ' |
“Friday Hdrl:u;:r, 'l.'l.m ‘33?5[}
360-378-2902/2240 4|

.. wiww.nps.gov/sajh ]

San Juan Island National
Historical Park is one of over
390 parks in the National Park
System. To learn more about
parks and National Park Service
programs in America’s commu-
nities visit www.nps.gov.

The island’s attractive natural bounty shaped its history from earliest times.
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An Orca whale breaching off the coast
displays its massive body before hitting
the water with a loud dap.
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ATURALIST ACf IVITIES | San Juan Island National .|
istorical Park offers a diverse landscape from sea- ,_11_

side bluffs and evergreen forests to wetlands and |

‘stands of Garry oak. Many trails invite exploration; |

In spring purple camas and sprays of spring gnld

% blanket the dramatic open prairie of Amerlcan
Camp Throughout both English and American -

camps you will find abundant native wnldflawers 1

like chocolate lilies, lupines, blue-eyed Marys, and.

| hookedspur violets. Wildlife you may see are Ur:a“l

Y . whales, Pacific harbor seals, river otters, Cnlumblan

" blacktail deer, over 200 species of birds, and 32 of

, butterflies. Look for the rare island marble butterfly | Watch children near cliffs and shoreline. Don't swim

around the yellow field mustard plants. Guided

tours include hirding. prairie walks, and intertidal -
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~available. Camping, hunting, and off-road travel __
“(car, truck, motorcycle, or bicycle) are prohibited. Df:l
. not disturb or remove natural or cultural features.-..

American
Camp

The redoubt at American Camp offers a
360-degree view of Mounts Rainier and
Baker (abowve), the Cascade and Olympic
mountains, Strait of Juan de Fuca, Griffin
Bay, and Vancouver Island.

\ *THINGS TO KNOW! English T AREvican Camps Ard;
day-use parks open daily, dawn to 11 pm. Visitor cen-

\ ters—year-round at American Camp, seasonal at
English Camp—offer information, maps, books, gift” >

"‘i shops, and exhibits. Self-guiding walk booklets are— "traces the Royal Marine era with its historic parad
" available at trailheads. Park programs include guid- *
' ed tours, children's programs, and living history 2£°

demonstrations and workshops. Picnic areas are -

Pets must be under physical control at all times.

"'—currents are strong and water frigid. For informa-=
tion and hours of operation, check the free park =
newspaper at visitor centers, or our websnte ﬂefﬂ
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The %an Juan lslands host 125 bald eagle
breeding pairs, the largest such concentra-
tion in the lower 48 states. One pair nests
near the American Camp visitor center,

'_ ancient home of the Coast Salish people. At water’s '

thraugh the forest to the English Camp Cemetery = :

~ wildflowers like fawn lilies and shooting stars.. % \

At low tide, Grandmas Cove at American
Camp may reveal sea stars, sea anemones,
barnacles, limpets, mussels, chitons, and
gleaming tangles of kelp.

ENGLISH CAMP is on tranqull Garrison Bayr. an

ples harvested camas bulbs here over 2,500 years '

ago. The visitor center houses American Indian artl-
. facts representing the daily life of an ancient cul- "}
ture-—harponn points and shell pendants—as well
“ as buttons, bottles, and spectacles from the 1800s,
There are many ftrails. Relive the Pig War on a self- l'
guiding history walk or see the original nf'flcers

< and laundress quarters. Hike the seaside bluffs, u

Mount Finlayson, or down to the lagoons with

\""-. views of Griffin Bay, where in 1859 the schooner ' f }t
\ Harney ran aground. Or stroll along South Beach,
where the steamer Julia unloaded naval guns from._
7 the USS Massachusetts. While you walk, listen for _,.- .
the soft spouting of an Orca whale and watch for

“sea ntters 5curr]r|ng down the bluﬁ's tﬂ the beach.
|

~edge is a shell midden reported to have been 9!]{] )
feet long and 350 feet wide. A self-guiding trail- \/
= ground, barracks, blockhouse, commissary, and a
formal garden patterned after the original planted 5
in 1867 for a captain’s homesick wife. An audimrisu-
al program in the visitor center describes the U.5.-1
British boundary dispute and peaceful joint occupa-
_tion. Walking trails wind along the bay and up
"and summit of 650-foot Young Hill—for expansive A
views of Vancouver Island, the Olympic Mountains,
>‘and Haro and Georgia straits. In spring, look for 1
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