
Short Wave
This Week: sePT. 19-25, 2011

english Camp 3905 West Valley Road 
Visitor Center Closed For Winter

Grounds open 8 a.m. - Dusk

American Camp Visitor Center
4668 Cattle Point Road

(360) 378-2240, ext. 2233, Open 9-5 daily

www.nps.gov/sajh

For expanded information 
about park projects and informa-
tion, go to www.nps.gov/sajh or 
visit us on Facebook or Twitter.

san Juan island National historical Park

island Prairie symposium set to explore preservation efforts

Join scientists, historians and other 
technical experts from throughout 

the region in discussing the preser-
vation and potential restoration of 
the American Camp prairie during 
The Island Prairie Symposium sched-
uled 8a.m. to 3 p.m., Wednesday 
September 21, in Mullis Center, 538 
Nash St., in Friday Harbor.

The symposium is free. For info-
mation about accessibility issues or 
other concerns, please contact the 
park at (360) 378-2240, extension 
2224 or 2233.

The San Juan Island community 
is especially invited to this open 
meeting/educational symposium to 
explore the value of island prairie 
restoration and methods that might 
be employed to bring it about, ac-
cording to Jerald Weaver, park chief 
of integrated resources and acting 

superintendent.
“This meeting personifies a 

brand-new start for us and the com-
munity in terms of prairie restoration 
and other natural resource man-
agement projects,” Weaver said. 
“That means we have an open slate 
in restoration method, or even if 
restoration is feasible in some areas. 

Moreover, the process will reflect 
transparency throughout.”

Individual technical presentations 
will be followed by questions from 
the public through panel discus-
sions. Topics will include:

• Prairie Ecology 
 
• Nonnative Invasive Species in the    
San Juan Prairie
 
• Threatened and Endangered Spe-
cies in the San Juan Prairie
 
• Historical Perspectives: Modifica-
tions to the San Juan Prairies from 
Settlement to Cultural Landscape
 
• Fire Management in the San Juan 
Prairie 
 

The history segment will include 
San Juan Islanders Boyd Pratt and Al 
Sundstrom. Pratt will explore how 
the Hudson’s Bay Company estab-
lished European farming practices 
in the wake of semi-cultivation by 
American Indians. Sundstrom, 93, 
will review farming as it developed 
during his lifetime. 

Ensuing discussions will examine 
prairie restoration practices in other 
areas of the state and region and 
review long-established NPS preser-
vation practices such as prescribed 
fire and limited use of herbicides to 
counteract some non-native species. 

Want to make a difference in the park? Volunteer

if you are interested in history, 
nature, hiking, or sharing your 

knowledge of the islands, why not 
consider volunteering at San Juan 
Island National Historical Park?

As a Park Volunteer, you can get 
in costume and participate in living 
history, monitor bald eagle nests, 
maintain trails, plant native species 
in the prairie, monitor beaches for 
stranded marine mammals, or hike 
the park trails and talk with visitors.

In recent weeks an entirely new 
cadre of volunteers pitched in and 
began improving the park’s new 
Mitchell Hill trail system. Others 
became extensively involved in cul-
tivating native grass seed which will 
eventually find its way to the Ameri-
can Camp prairie. 

For information, contact park 
staff at 360-378-2240 ext. 2233 or 
visit the park website:  www.nps.
gov/sajh/supportyourpark/volunteer.


