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Lesson	  Plan/Project	  Title:	  
Research	  with	  a	  Ranger	  

Grade:	  8	  

Overview:	  

The	  overall	  goal	  of	  this	  lesson/	  project	  is	  to	  give	  groups	  of	  students	  the	  opportunity	  to	  explore	  a	  topic	  
related	  to	  Theodore	  Roosevelt	  that	  they	  are	  most	  interested	  in	  and	  creatively	  allow	  them	  to	  display	  
their	  findings	  on	  that	  topic.	  The	  focus	  of	  this	  is	  research	  and	  the	  majority	  will	  be	  done	  at	  Sagamore	  Hill	  
Historic	  Site	  with	  strong	  collaboration	  between	  the	  teacher	  and	  park	  rangers.	  Allowing	  students	  to	  have	  
as	  much	  involvement	  and	  interaction	  with	  the	  resources	  and	  rangers	  is	  the	  foundation	  of	  this	  
assignment.	  This	  will	  also	  give	  students	  the	  chance	  to	  gain	  more	  knowledge	  about	  their	  local	  history	  
that	  may	  not	  necessarily	  be	  covered	  in	  the	  classroom,	  as	  well	  as	  the	  opportunity	  to	  research	  on	  it	  with	  
the	  assistance	  of	  a	  park	  ranger	  and	  present	  their	  findings	  to	  their	  classmates	  through	  the	  outlet	  of	  a	  
creative	  project.	  

Standard	  Image	  (Cover	  Photos):	  
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Duration:	  

One	  3-‐hour	  field	  trip.	  
Four	  classroom	  periods.	  

Group	  Size:	  

No	  more	  than	  3	  students	  per	  group.	  

Location	  for	  this	  Lesson/	  Project:	  

Sagamore	  Hill	  National	  Historic	  Site/	  Library	  or	  Research	  Center/	  Classroom.	  

Learning	  Objectives:	  

Students	  will	  draw	  on	  all	  of	  the	  lower	  and	  higher	  order	  thinking	  skills	  found	  in	  the	  revised	  version	  of	  
Bloom’s	  Taxonomy	  (2001).	  	  

-‐ Remembering:	  Students	  will	  draw	  upon	  previous	  knowledge	  of	  local	  history	  and	  Theodore	  
Roosevelt	  to	  choose	  a	  topic	  as	  well	  as	  aid	  them	  in	  their	  research.	  Understanding:	  Students	  will	  
be	  able	  to	  gain	  an	  understanding	  of	  how	  the	  research	  process	  works	  and	  the	  role	  of	  park	  rangers	  
and	  the	  functioning/	  purpose	  of	  the	  National	  Park	  Service.	  

-‐ Applying:	  The	  research	  portion	  of	  this	  project	  will	  be	  the	  major	  component	  for	  this	  lesson/	  
project	  in	  that	  students	  will	  have	  to	  apply	  their	  research	  and	  create	  a	  final	  project	  to	  be	  
presented.	  

-‐ Analyzing:	  Students	  will	  need	  to	  collect	  and	  evaluate	  their	  research	  as	  it	  pertains	  to	  their	  topic	  of	  
interest.	  The	  analyzation	  of	  their	  collected	  research	  is	  necessary	  in	  their	  final	  assessment.	  	  

-‐ Evaluating:	  Students	  will	  have	  to	  judge	  for	  themselves	  exactly	  what	  content	  will	  fit	  into	  their	  
assessment	  and	  how.	  

-‐ Creating:	  Students	  will	  combine	  all	  of	  the	  research	  they	  have	  done	  and	  the	  knowledge	  gained	  in	  
order	  to	  develop	  a	  creative	  assessment	  in	  which	  they	  address	  the	  topic	  their	  group	  has	  chosen.	  

Common	  Core	  Skills:	  

CCSS.ELA-‐Literacy.RH.6-‐8.1	  
Cite	  specific	  textual	  evidence	  to	  support	  analysis	  of	  primary	  and	  secondary	  sources.	  

CCSS.ELA-‐Literacy.RH.6-‐8.2	  
Determine	  the	  central	  ideas	  or	  information	  of	  a	  primary	  or	  secondary	  source;	  provide	  an	  accurate	  
summary	  of	  the	  source	  distinct	  from	  prior	  knowledge	  or	  opinions.	  

CCSS.ELA-‐Literacy.RH.6-‐8.7	  



Integrate	  visual	  information	  (e.g.,	  in	  charts,	  graphs,	  photographs,	  videos,	  or	  maps)	  with	  other	  
information	  in	  print	  and	  digital	  texts.	  

Background	  Information	  for	  the	  Teacher	  to	  Conduct	  This	  Lesson	  Plan:	  

-‐ Prior	  to	  scheduling	  this	  project,	  the	  teacher	  should	  contact	  Sagamore	  Hill	  National	  Historic	  Site	  
in	  order	  to	  collaborate	  with	  the	  Chief	  of	  Interpretation.	  One	  of	  the	  major	  components	  in	  this	  
assignment	  will	  be	  making	  resources	  and	  rangers	  available	  to	  students	  for	  their	  research.	  That	  
being	  said,	  the	  teacher	  should	  collaborate	  with	  the	  park	  in	  order	  to	  make	  copies	  of	  primary	  and	  
secondary	  sources	  available	  in	  the	  museum	  so	  that	  students	  have	  them	  available	  for	  their	  
research,	  should	  they	  want	  to	  use	  them.	  In	  addition,	  a	  visit	  by	  some	  of	  the	  park	  rangers	  assisting	  
in	  this	  project	  to	  the	  school	  should	  be	  scheduled	  accordingly.	  
	  

-‐ Ideally,	  this	  project	  should	  be	  conducted	  near	  the	  conclusion	  of	  teaching	  about	  Theodore	  
Roosevelt	  and	  his	  presidency,	  therefore	  students	  will	  have	  a	  broad	  overview	  about	  some	  of	  their	  
local	  history	  and	  will	  be	  able	  to	  choose	  a	  topic	  more	  readily.	  	  
	  

-‐ Prior	  to	  following	  the	  procedure,	  the	  teacher	  should	  have	  already	  gone	  over	  what	  the	  project	  
will	  be	  about,	  formed	  groups	  and	  established	  their	  topics.	  There	  should	  also	  be	  a	  discussion	  
about	  behavior	  and	  conduct	  while	  visiting	  Sagamore	  Hill.	  Each	  student	  should	  be	  graded	  
individually	  as	  well	  as	  on	  the	  final	  presentation	  of	  their	  project	  with	  their	  group.	  

-‐ The	  teacher	  should	  consider	  their	  class	  size	  and	  the	  fact	  that	  there	  may	  not	  be	  enough	  rangers	  
to	  work	  with	  the	  groups	  at	  the	  same	  time.	  Therefore,	  the	  teacher	  should	  plan	  a	  rotation	  
between	  research	  and	  interviewing	  a	  ranger	  while	  visiting	  Sagamore	  Hill	  to	  insure	  all	  students	  
have	  the	  opportunity	  to	  accomplish	  both.	  

Procedure:	  

Day	  1:	  Sagamore	  Hill	  Visit	  

Step	  1:	  Students	  will	  arrive	  at	  Sagamore	  Hill	  National	  Historic	  Site	  where	  they	  will	  be	  given	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  direction	  about	  where	  they	  can	  find	  research	  materials	  they	  will	  need	  for	  their	  topic.	  
	  
Step	  2:	  Students	  will	  begin	  their	  research	  throughout	  the	  museum	  and	  document	  files	  with	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  assistance	  from	  the	  park	  rangers	  and	  teacher.	  

Step	  3:	  Students	  should	  have	  completed	  all	  of	  the	  required	  worksheets,	  “Interview	  a	  Ranger”	  and	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  “Evidence	  and	  Source	  Report”.	  
	  
	  



Day	  2:	  Group	  Work	  Day	  

Day	  3:	  Group	  Work	  Day	  

Day	  4:	  Group	  Work	  Day	  

Day	  5:	  Presentations	  	  

The	  students	  will	  invite	  the	  park	  rangers	  who	  assisted	  in	  this	  project	  to	  the	  classroom	  for	  a	  presentation	  
of	  the	  projects.	  

Assessment:	  	  

Different	  groups	  of	  students	  will	  create	  a	  project	  that	  each	  has	  agreed	  upon.	  This	  project	  can	  be	  
something	  such	  as	  a	  Power	  Point	  presentation,	  newspaper,	  poster-‐sized	  political	  cartoon,	  short	  skit,	  or	  
interview.	  While	  the	  project	  will	  be	  structured	  through	  the	  use	  of	  an	  individualized	  rubric,	  creativity	  and	  
research	  is	  key	  to	  this	  assessment.	  	  

Park	  Connections:	  

The	  highlight	  of	  this	  project	  is	  the	  interaction	  with	  Sagamore	  Hill	  and	  the	  park	  rangers.	  Though	  students	  
will	  only	  have	  one	  day	  of	  research,	  being	  on	  site	  at	  the	  park	  will	  allow	  them	  a	  sufficient	  amount	  of	  time	  
and	  exposure	  to	  resources.	  	  The	  main	  goal	  is	  to	  have	  groups	  of	  students	  as	  involved	  as	  possible	  while	  
visiting	  the	  park,	  all	  the	  while	  keeping	  in	  mind	  that	  their	  time	  spent	  there	  will	  affect	  the	  outcome	  of	  
their	  project.	  

Materials	  Introduction:	  

All	  of	  the	  resource	  materials	  will	  be	  found	  at	  Sagamore	  Hill.	  Students	  will	  be	  using	  their	  “Interview	  a	  
Ranger”	  and	  “Evidence	  and	  Source	  Report”	  worksheets	  as	  well	  as	  their	  grading	  rubrics	  in	  order	  to	  assist	  
in	  their	  research.	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

*****Worksheets	  will	  be	  found	  on	  the	  following	  pages****	  



Research   wi th   a   Ranger   Pro jec t 	  
Name:___________________________________________________	  _____	  _____	  	  

Group	  	  
Members:__________________________________________________________	  

Topic	  and	  Project:____________________________________________________	  

Directions:	  You	  and	  two	  of	  your	  classmates	  will	  be	  creating	  a	  project	  in	  which	  you	  will	  
research	  a	  particular	  topic	  related	  to	  Theodore	  Roosevelt.	  You	  may	  choose	  from	  a	  topic	  
below	  or	  come	  up	  with	  your	  own.	  Remember,	  all	  topics	  and	  projects	  MUST	  be	  approved	  
by	  your	  teacher!	  Group	  members	  will	  be	  graded	  individually!	  	  

Possible	  Topics:	  

-‐ The	  Rough	  Riders	  
-‐ Family	  life	  at	  Sagamore	  Hill	  
-‐ Theodore	  Roosevelt	  as	  Governor	  of	  New	  York	  
-‐ Theodore	  Roosevelt	  as	  President	  
-‐ The	  Progressive	  Era	  
-‐ And	  many	  more!	  	  

Possible	  Project	  Ideas:	  

-‐ A	  newspaper	  
-‐ A	  Power	  Point	  presentation	  
-‐ A	  short	  play	  
-‐ Political	  cartoon	  
-‐ An	  interview	  

The	  majority	  of	  your	  research	  will	  take	  place	  at	  Sagamore	  Hill	  with	  the	  help	  of	  a	  park	  
ranger.	  Be	  sure	  to	  use	  all	  of	  the	  worksheets	  in	  your	  packet	  to	  help	  you	  with	  your	  
research.	  Remember,	  each	  person	  will	  receive	  their	  own	  grade	  and	  must	  turn	  in	  all	  of	  
their	  own	  worksheets!	  



Research   wi th   a   Ranger :    In terv iew   a   Ranger ! 	  
  

Name:___________________________________________________	  _____	  _____	  	  

Group	  	  
Members:__________________________________________________________	  

Topic	  and	  Project:____________________________________________________	  

Directions:	  Create	  at	  least	  5	  questions	  to	  ask	  the	  park	  ranger	  who	  is	  helping	  you	  with	  
your	  topic	  research.	  Be	  sure	  to	  write	  the	  question	  and	  answer	  on	  the	  lines	  provided.	  
Each	  member	  in	  your	  group	  must	  have	  different	  questions.	  

Your	  Question:___________________________________________________________.	  

Ranger:__________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________.	  

Your	  Question:___________________________________________________________.	  

Ranger:__________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________.	  

Your	  Question:___________________________________________________________.	  

Ranger:__________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________.	  

Your	  Question:___________________________________________________________.	  

Ranger:__________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________.	  

Your	  Question:___________________________________________________________.	  
	  
Ranger:__________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________	  
	  



Research   wi th   a   Ranger :      

Ev idence   and  Source   Report   
	  
Name:___________________________________________________	  __________	  	   	  
Group	  	  
Members:__________________________________________________________	  

Topic	  and	  Project:____________________________________________________	  

	  

Directions:	  The	  attached	  chart	  will	  help	  you	  in	  your	  research.	  Be	  sure	  to	  use	  the	  boxes	  to	  
write	  down	  any	  information	  you	  find	  and	  the	  source	  where	  it	  was	  found.	  Remember,	  
each	  group	  member	  should	  present	  their	  own	  chart	  (with	  their	  own	  information)	  with	  at	  
least	  5	  pieces	  of	  evidence	  and	  their	  sources.	  Having	  all	  of	  this	  research	  will	  help	  you	  in	  
the	  creation	  of	  your	  final	  project!	  Also,	  don’t	  let	  the	  chart	  limit	  you.	  You	  should	  write	  
down	  as	  much	  information	  as	  you	  can	  find!	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  



Research Evidence Source 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  

	  



Project	  Grading	  Rubric	  

Name:_____________________________________________________________	  
Group	  	  
Members:__________________________________________________________	  
	  
Topic	  and	  Project:____________________________________________________	  

	   4-‐Outstanding	   3-‐Good	   2-‐Satisfactory	   1-‐Below	  Average	   SCORE:	  
Interview	  a	  
Ranger	  
	  
	  

Worksheet	  is	  
complete	  or	  
contains	  more	  
than	  the	  
required	  
amount	  of	  
questions.	  The	  
creation	  and	  
use	  of	  
thoughtful	  
questions	  is	  
evident.	  

Worksheet	  is	  
complete.	  The	  
creation	  and	  
use	  of	  
thoughtful	  
questions	  is	  
mostly	  
evident.	  

Worksheet	  is	  
not	  entirely	  
complete.	  The	  
use	  of	  
thoughtful	  
questions	  is	  
not	  entirely	  
clear.	  

Worksheet	  may	  
be	  partially	  
complete.	  	  Use	  of	  
thoughtful	  
questions	  is	  not	  
evident.	  

	  

Evidence	  and	  
Source	  
Report	  

Worksheet	  is	  
complete	  or	  
contains	  more	  
than	  the	  
required	  
amount	  of	  
evidence	  and	  
sources.	  
Strong	  and	  
clear	  show	  of	  
effort	  and	  
utilization	  of	  
resources.	  

Worksheet	  is	  
complete.	  
Effort	  and	  
utilization	  of	  
resources	  is	  
mostly	  
evident.	  

Worksheet	  is	  
not	  entirely	  
complete.	  
Effort	  and	  
utilization	  of	  
resources	  is	  
not	  clear.	  

Worksheet	  may	  
be	  partially	  
complete.	  Effort	  
and	  utilization	  of	  
resources	  is	  not	  
present.	  

	  

Presentation	  
and	  Group	  
Work	  

Strong	  
evidence	  of	  
collaboration	  
with	  group	  
members	  and	  
contribution	  
to	  the	  project.	  	  

Mostly	  clear	  
evidence	  of	  
collaboration	  
with	  group	  
members	  and	  
contribution	  
to	  the	  project.	  

Some	  evidence	  
of	  
collaboration	  
with	  group	  
members	  and	  
contribution	  
to	  the	  project.	  

Collaboration	  
with	  group	  
members	  and	  
contribution	  to	  
the	  project	  is	  
unclear	  or	  not	  
present.	  
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