
Saguaro National Park (East)  
   Naturalist Program Schedule 

May, 2016 
 

 
 
Programs meet at the Rincon Mountain Visitor Center, 3693 S. Old Spanish Trail unless 
otherwise noted. All programs are subject to change. Call the visitor center at (520) 733-
5153 for updates. See www.nps.gov/sagu for other programs. 
 
May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29  11:00 a.m. Cactus Caravan Auto Tour 
Begin your exploration of the Cactus Forest Drive with a park ranger and become familiar with some of the common 
cacti. A great introduction to the park! Wheelchair accessible. 
 
May 4, 25 1:100 a.m. The Point of the Matter is Cactus   Presentation 
          14  1:00 p.m. 
Cactus are much more than strange plants with spines. They are uniquely equipped to thrive in the desert 
environment, and every year bloom with spectacular flowers. This theater presentation will highlight these survival 
marvels with a beautiful photo gallery.  Wheelchair accessible. 
 
May 6, 20 3:00 p.m. Creating Saguaro National Park         presentation 
Join staff in the visitor center auditorium to discover how abuse, failure, politics, commitment, recovery and the 
Tucson Garden Club all played a part in creating today’s Saguaro National Park. Wheelchair accessible 
 
May 7, 14, 20, 27  11:00 a.m. CENTENNIAL!  Presentation 
Celebrate the National Park Service’s 100th Anniversary with a tour through time. We’ll share history and scenery from 
every corner of the country, going back 100 years and more! 
 
May 7, 28   1:00 p.m. A Sticky Situation at Saguaro   Presentation 
          18   11:00 a.m. 
Here at Saguaro National Park East we have 20 species of cactus and each is beautiful in its own way. Finding them 
all can be a challenge, but we will see each one in a stunning photo gallery and learn a few uses these plants have to 
those living here and beyond. Theater presentation. Wheelchair accessible. 
 
May 11  11:00 a.m. Flash, Whoosh, Gush, and Growth: Sonoran Desert Monsoon Rain 
         21    1:00 p.m.   Presentation 
The summer heat and humidity bring the mighty and sometimes destructive monsoon rain. Saguaros, toads, and 
others depend on these drenching storms to begin a new season of life in the dry desert. A fabulous video opens this 
theater presentation. Wheelchair accessi 
 
May 12, 19  10:00 a.m. Drive-Thru Geology 1 ½ -hour auto tour 
Hop in your car for a journey through 25 million years of earth history…in one hour! We’ll observe the varied 
landforms of the desert – bajadas, washes, outcrops – and find out why geology students from around the world come 
to see the Rincon Mountain foothills. (Hint: it’s the mylonitic gneiss!) 
 
May 13, 27   3:00 p.m. A Century of Tales Presentation 
Join us in the visitor center auditorium as we review a century of fun and interesting stories from those who lived and 
worked in what is today Saguaro National Park. Wheelchair accessible 
 
May 14  7:00 a.m. Monthly Buffelgrass Pull 
Join park staff in the fight to eradicate buffelgrass, an invasive plant. Meet at the Rincon Mountain Visitor Center 
parking lot. Long pants, long-sleeved shirts and sturdy shoes are required. Tools and gloves will be provided. Bring a 
snack and plenty of water. Contact sagu_invasives@nps.gov with questions.   
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