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Editors Note: Superintendent Darla Sidles will be available today at 11am in the Rincon Mountain
District for comments and interviews. Please let Andy Fisher know if you plan to join us at 733 -
5139, or via email Andy_L_Fisher@nps.gov.

Saguaro National Park Reopened Today

Tucson, AZ — Saguaro National Park is pleased to announce that it has reopened to visitors today,
following the federal government shutdown due to a lapse in appropriations.

“We are happy to be back working to serve the American people and welcoming visitors back to their
park,” according to Darla Sidles, Superintendent of Saguaro National Park. “We are proud to be a
member of the Tucson community and grateful to again contribute towards the prosperity and rich
history of this unique region.”

Both district gates were opened early this morning welcoming early hikers, walkers and bicyclists. All
internal roads, including the Cactus Forest Loop Drive in the Rincon Mountain District (east) and picnic
areas, including Signal Hill in the Tucson Mountain District (west) are open for use. All trailheads and
trails are also open for visitors.

The Rincon Mountain Visitor Center (east) and Red Hills Visitor Center (west) are open from 9am to
5pm. As usual, the park will close to vehicle traffic at sunset tonight and will reopen regular time
tomorrow.

We will work with our education partners to reschedule as many cancelled education programs for
Tucson classrooms as possible. Ranger led programs will resume this weekend as scheduled.

Please visit www.nps.gov/saqu for additional information or call the Rincon Mountain Visitor Center at
733-5153 or the Red Hills Visitor Center at 733-5158.

We are glad to be back.
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About the National Park Service: More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America’s
401 national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history

and create close-to-home recreational opportunities. Learn more at www.nps.gov.

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.
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