Although the Sonoran Desert can seem foreboding, it is home to many animal species.  These animals have adapted to the desert’s high temperatures and scarce water supply.  Many species simply avoid the hot daytime temperatures by being active only at night or by seeking shelter in shaded nests or burrows.  Others have morphological features that allow them to stay cool - the jackrabbit’s large ears allow heat to radiate away from its body, and vultures actually urinate on themselves to dissipate heat!  Desert animals take advantage of free water when available or get their water through the food they eat.

