SAGUARO NATIONAL PARK

VOLUNTEER JOB DESCRIPTION

Volunteer Title:  Groups of 10 -20 volunteers for saguaro cactus research and monitoring
Note:  We are requesting groups with 10-20 individuals who have experience and skills in hiking in the desert and have an interest in nature and saguaros.  In addition to groups with outdoor skills, we are also seeking a few highly skilled groups with experience in canyoneering and rock climbing. 
Supervisor:  Don Swann, Resource Management
Supervisor’s contact information: Don_Swann@nps.gov,  (520) 733-5177
Location:  Both TMD and RMD
Ongoing ___   OR    Start date: October 2015 End date: April 2016  
Time Commitment:  approximately 6 hours for one day (or multiple days if desired)
Duties
· Hike off trail to saguaro monitoring plots in the backcountry of the park.

· Collect accurate data of the saguaro population. 
· Identify, measure, and count saguaros.
Benefits 
· Contribute to existing data collection of the park’s cactus population. 
· Increasing awareness of the park’s past and present ecological concerns about the population of saguaros. 

Goal / Outcome of Job

· Each day, we hope to record data on one of the park’s approximately 60 plots. 
Knowledge / Skills Desired and/or Required
· Ability to hike off-trail in the desert for distances of up to 1 mile and back at a reasonable pace
· Interest in saguaros and scientific research 
· We are interested in groups of 15-20 people who can volunteer for one day or more; Saturdays are preferred, but we can arrange other days. 

Training / Preparation Required
· Groups will be trained the morning of the saguaro census.  
Other Requirements

· Safety is the highest priority. 

· The volunteer will be required to follow the policies detailed in the Saguaro Volunteer Handbook. 
· If a volunteer from the group needs to be taken out of the field for safety reasons, one volunteer must be a designated safety leader, preferably an adult group leader. 
PAGE  
1

