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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE



Contact: Greg Schwarz  (603) 675-2175 x107
Special Program at Saint-Gaudens National Historic Site
Civil War General John Logan, founder of Memorial Day

Cornish, NH:  Saint-Gaudens National Historic Site opens for the season on Saturday, May 23, and will be open daily, 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  On Memorial Day, Monday, May 25, at 2:00, the park will present a special illustrated program on Civil War General John Logan. General Logan was the founder of Memorial Day, initially called Decoration Day, in 1868. It was made a Federal Holiday the following year. Augustus Saint-Gaudens (1848-1907) sculpted a stirring public monument to General Logan which was unveiled in July 1897, in Chicago’s Grant Park.  
At 3:00, there will be a bugler playing Taps and the placing of a wreath at the Shaw Memorial, the public monument honoring Colonel Robert Gould Shaw and the Massachusetts 54th Regiment. This was the first African American Regiment raised in the North during the Civil War. This year marks the 152th anniversary of the regiment’s creation, as well as of their most famous battle at Fort Wagner, South Carolina. For Memorial Day, 285 flags will be set out in front of the Shaw Memorial, representing the 285 casualties suffered by the regiment during the battle at Fort Wagner.
Saint-Gaudens National Historic Site is located off NH Route 12A just north of the Cornish-Windsor Covered Bridge. Admission is $7.00 per person; children ages 15 and younger are admitted free. As a Federal Fee Area, the America the Beautiful, annual, senior, and access passes are honored. For further information on seasonal offerings, contact Saint-Gaudens National Historic Site, 139 Saint-Gaudens Road, Cornish, NH, 03745, telephone (603) 675-2175, or visit the park web site at: www.nps.gov/saga
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The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.

