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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE



Contact: Greg Schwarz  (603) 675-2175 x107
New Book on Augustus Saint-Gaudens’Puritan Statue
Cornish, NH:  A new book, In Homage to Worthy Ancestors: The Puritan, The Pilgrim, with contributions by leading Saint-Gaudens scholars, brings the story of two iconic American sculptures to life. Published in June, 2011, the 95 page book is extensively illustrated with both black and white and color photographs. New photography of the monuments was commissioned for this book, and historic images are included, some never published before. Meet the authors for a book signing, Friday, July 8, 2011, 5:00 P.M. There will be a special presentation to Sir Thomas R. Moore, President and Sarah Chapin Langham, Executive Director, of the Laurence Levine Charitable Fund, Inc. 

 Created by sculptor, Augustus Saint-Gaudens (1848-1907), the Puritan spoke to a family’s pride in a “worthy ancestor” and became an emblem of the city of Springfield, and of the stalwart pioneers who settled Western Massachusetts. The Pilgrim, created later for a committee of city leaders in Philadelphia, was seen as a more general icon of the country’s moral and political strength. For the artist, the demand was so great for this popular figure, that he created reduced versions of the Puritan in bronze for sale to schools, government buildings and individuals. 

Edited by Professor James Atkinson, the book includes an introduction by Henry J. Duffy, Curator of the Saint-Gaudens National Historic Site, and essays by: Joyce Schiller, Curator, Norman Rockwell Museum (The Puritan), Henry J. Duffy (The Pilgrim), Thayer Tolles, Curator of American Sculpture, Metropolitan Museum of Art (The Reductions), and Wayne Phaneuf, Editor of the “Springfield Republican” (What the Puritan Means to Springfield – A Social History). This will be the first complete study of the Puritan and the Pilgrim ever published, and will serve as both a fascinating story and a needed academic study of an American icon. 
Saint-Gaudens National Historic Site is located off NH Route 12A just north of the Cornish-Windsor Covered Bridge. Admission is $5.00 per person; children ages 15 and younger are admitted free. As a Federal Fee Area, the America the Beautiful, annual, senior, and access passes are honored. For further information on seasonal offerings, contact Saint-Gaudens National Historic Site, 139 Saint-Gaudens Road, Cornish, NH, 03745, telephone (603) 675-2175, or visit the park web site at:  www.nps.gov/saga
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Experience Your America

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.

