SCHOOL GROUP INFORMATION GUIDE
Bring your students to Saint-Gaudens National Historic Site for an exciting experience in ART and the social, cultural history of a Gilded Age icon.  The following information will help you plan your trip.

Scheduling your visit:  The Park is open from late may to October 31st.  All educational visits must be pre-arranged.  To make a reservation please call (603) 675-2175 x 100.  We will need to know the (date of your visit (school name and mailing address (contact person (phone number & email address (age and grade of students  ( size of group (number of busses or private vehicles expected and (arrival time.  Visits are free of charge for school groups and the adults who accompany them. 

A few suggestions will facilitate your trip.

( Make your reservation well in advance and indicate any special interests or needs your class may have.  
* Please arrive 15-20 minutes before your scheduled tour time to allow for restroom breaks and organizing groups.

* Please be sure to notify us if you need to cancel your tour by calling (603) 675- 2175 x 100. If you arrive more than 20 minutes after your scheduled time your ranger led tour is subject to cancellation. 

( Allow about one hour for a ranger led tour.  Self-guided tours must also be scheduled.  Following your tour, you are welcome to bring post-visit activities for your students or ask us for suggestions.


( The most successful visits are well planned ahead of time.  We recommend that older students (6th grade and up) watch Augustus Saint-Gaudens: An American Original BEFORE their visit (see Educational Resources for lending information). Students may also check our web site: www.nps.gov/saga.


( Be sure students are dressed appropriately for the weather.  Inform parents that except for two galleries, the visit takes place out of doors.


( Students always enjoy a visit with the sculptor in residence.  However, this must be coordinated with the sculptor's schedule during the reservation process.

General museum information: to assure a smooth-running and rewarding experience for you and your students, please review the following guidelines.


( Chaperones- Please bring an adequate number of chaperones (we recommend one adult to ten students) for your group.  The chaperone is responsible for maintaining museum behavior and must remain with the students they are supervising.


( Group size- We like to break up large groups into smaller units for ranger led tours of no more than 20 students each.  Divisions (chaperone groups) should be pre-arranged before arrival.


( Museum Behavior- Your school trip will coincide with visitation of the general public.  We ask that students be respectful of other visitors.  At no time should the art work be touched.

(Food- There are no food facilities on site.  However you may bring beverages and picnic lunches to eat on the grounds.  No food may be taken into the buildings.

( Eastern National Bookstore- Our bookstore/museum shop is available to all visitors.

( "Aspet"- Due to limited space, school tours do not normally include the home, “Aspet”.

     EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES AT THE SAINT-GAUDENS NATIONAL SITE

The following materials are available from the Saint-Gaudens NHS library to educators for use in their classrooms:

(  CURRICULA:  Try one of our three new curriculum packages.


"Getting to Know Your National Parks" (grades 3-6)


"Augustus Saint-Gaudens" (grades 3-6)


"Augustus Saint-Gaudens and the Cornish Colony" (grades 7-12)

(  BOOKS: 


AUGUSTUS  SAINT-GAUDENS: A MASTER OF AMERICAN SCULPTURE  (1848-1907)



Musee Des Augustins, Toulouse, France,  1999  



( The latest scholarship on the sculptor.  Heavily illustrated exhibition catalog.



    (in English)


FOOTPRINTS OF THE PAST: IMAGES OF CORNISH, NH  & THE CORNISH COLONY

By Virginia Colby and James Atkinson, New Hampshire Historical Society, Concord, NH, 1996

( Concise biographies of the entire Cornish Colony

FOOTSTEPS: AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY/54th MASSACHUSETTS VOLUNTEER INFANTRY

Cobblestone Magazine (January/February 1999)


( A booklet appropriate for younger grades about Civil War History

A CIRCLE OF FRIENDS: ART COLONIES OF CORNISH AND DUBLIN

University Art Galleries, University of New Hampshire, and the Thorne-Sagendorph Art Gallery, Keene, State College, 1985

( Documents the visual artists of the two colonies


THE SHAW MEMORIAL: A CELEBRATION OF AN AMERICAN MASTERPIECE


Eastern National, 2002



( The history and development of the monument

(  FILMS:

AUGUSTUS SAINT-GAUDENS: AN AMERICAN ORIGINAL (28 min.)


Our Town Films, 1985, VHS


( The orientation film for the site.  (Closed caption available)

MASQUE OF THE GOLDEN BOWL (60 min.)


Spofford Film, 1985, VHS


( Recreation of the original 1905 "Masque"

GLORY  (152 MIN.)


Columbia Pictures, 1989, DVD


( Academy Award winning film about the 54th Regiment with Matthew Broderick,   


   Denzel Washington and Morgan Freeman

THE 54th MASSACHUSETTS:  CIVIL WAR JOURNAL (50 MIN.)


A&E Television Network, 199, VHS


( Documentary of the 54th Regiment

THE MEDAL MAKER: MASTER SCULPTOR LAURA GARDIN FRASER  (30 MIN.)


Mike Craven Productions, 1997, VHS


( Details the complete process of medallic art

WAX BLOOD/BRONZE SKIN   (26 min.)


Spofford Film, 1995, VHS


( Explains the lost wax process of bronze casting, featuring the Farragut Monument

