Lesson 3- Let’s Look at Saint-Gaudens’ Sculpture

•
What are some of the pieces that Saint-Gaudens created?

•
How do you analyze a piece of sculpture?

_____________________________________________________________________________
Goals:

· To identify specific works of art produced by Augustus Saint-Gaudens.

To show how and why Saint-Gaudens’ work was important to the history of America and to show the relevance of his work today.

· To understand the power of art to illustrate and commemorate significant individuals and historical events.

· To give students the tools to gather visual information and express what they see.

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________________________________________________________
· Students will watch a slide program or DVD of selected sculptures to see the scope of the sculptor’s work.

· Students will observe, describe and analyze a work of sculpture using the set of laminated photographs provided in the curriculum package.

______________________________________________________________________________
Materials to be provided by the teacher:

· Slides, Images or DVD (create ULR’s. How to order slides or DVD, Images downloaded from website)
· Copies for each student of the “Let’s Read Sculpture” worksheet  (create ULR for pdf and word format)
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________________________________________________________
Instructional Strategies:

1)  Images and Text:  Screen the images in order to make the sculpture as relevant to the student experience as possible.  At least one example of each type of sculpture is included: in the round, relief, a frieze, a portrait relief and a portrait bust.  

2.)  “Let’s Read Sculpture:” This art history activity involves observation, writing skills and analysis.  This activity builds on visual literacy and language arts.  Let the students know that to appreciate a work of art, it is important to develop good observation skills and an inquiring mind. Desiring to know who the artist is, or the title and date of a sculpture comes only after engagement with the piece of art has developed. 

a. Divide your students into working groups of 2 or 3; give each group an image of one of Saint-Gaudens sculptures. 
b. Using their worksheets, they will observe and describe the sculpture.  In a real sense, this is detective work in which they will gather evidence from what they see and make deductions.

Let’s Read Sculpture Worksheet
When you look at sculpture, it helps to consider a couple of questions to help understand and appreciate the work.  At first you don't even have to know anything about the artist or subject.  Just use your eyes.
DESCRIPTION: Imagine you are writing to a friend who has never seen this piece of sculpture. First, read through the list of questions below, and then put your answers to these questions into writing as you describe the sculpture to your friend.  
1) What is the subject?  Is it an event, an allegory, a character from a story, a poem, or a portrait of a real person?  Why do you think this?

2) What kind of sculpture is it (relief, in the round)?  Describe what overall shape it is. Do you know its size?  What material is it made of?

3) How many people are in the composition?

4) What activity do you see?

5) What else is in the composition?  Describe the details like clothing, furniture, props, and other objects that you see.
6) Is this sculpture telling a story?  If so, what do you think it is?

7) Describe the body language such as the gestures, pose, or facial expressions that you see.  Does this tell us anything about what the subject is thinking or feeling?  

8) How does this work make you feel?  What do you think the artist wanted you to feel about this sculpture?  How does the artist do this?

9) IDENTIFICATION and RESEARCH: Do you have more questions of your own about this piece of art?  How can you find out the answers to your questions?   Suggest a plan to your friend about how you and he/she could get the whole story.  If you were in a museum, you could find a label on, or near by the sculpture that would tell you:
Title of sculpture _________________________

Artist’s name ____________________________

Date it was made _________________________

You can look up other facts about the event or person(s) featured in the sculpture on the internet, or in an encyclopedia. 

