Dodge City Ruts
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We next came to the Cimarron [river], where
everything looked lush and green, but not a tree
or a bush. The river...here is nothing more

than a dirty pool of stagnant water.

Rebecca Mayer, 1852

Fort Dodge, shown ca. 1867, protected travelers on the trail.
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The ruts became deeper as more wagons traveled past.
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Wagons traveled abreast, leaving parallel ruts. The deeper,
curving mark on the landscape is the remains of Soule Canal.
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