Gardner Junction

Santa Fe, Oregon, and California Santa Fe Trail Association
National Historic Trails Oregon-California Trails Association
National Trails System City of Gardner

National Park Service

From Prairie Schooners To Locomotives

Travel along the Oregon and California trails increased wagons gave way to stage coaches, railroads, farm equipment,
in the 1840s with the cry of “Westward Ho.” When the and eventually fuel powered motor vehicles. At the outbreak of
1848 discovery of gold was made at Sutter’s Mill in California, World War II, the U.S. Navy broke ground on the former Victor
the desire to reach the gold fields ahead of others intensified homestead to build a Naval Air Station pilot training center. It
quickly—pushing gateways deeper into the frontier and further later became the Command Center for one of the twelve U.S.
north along the Missouri River. Twenty years later, the era of Army Nike Missile sites in the Kansas-Missouri area.
emigrant wagon trains along these routes nearly vanished with
completion of the transcontinental railroad. William Sublette’s 1827 discovery of this trail junction did more
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