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Mission San Juan Exhibitry Grand Opening

The National Park Service and Los Compadres are hosting a grand opening to unveil the new interpretive exhibitry at Mission San Juan Capistrano at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, August 26. Refreshments will be served and guided tours of San Juan will be offered following the unveiling.  For more information, contact Al Remley at 210-534-8833.
These new exhibits trace the founding of Mission San Juan, its relevance to local and Texas history and its meaning and significance to the Bergs Mill community that arose out of ruins of the mission in the mid 1850s. A portion of the exhibitry contains photographs of ancestors who still live in the area.

The new exhibitry is housed in the historic Convento that now serves as a Visitor Contact station. Over the past several years, the National Park Service has conducted extensive preservation work preserving the original Spanish colonial masonry of the convento’s walls.    Innovative engineering work was done to address severe drainage issues including the installation of a “floating” slab floor. The National Park Service, with some funding from Los Compadres, has expended over $500,000.00 at this mission site over the past 10 years.

The Convento museum now features eight new exhibits that discuss the Spanish colonial empire, the founding of the mission, the Camino Real that passed nearby, the role of the San Antonio River, trades taught and produced, ranching and farming, community development, and daily life at the mission. Interactive displays illustrate how the San Juan Acequia works and a life-sized diorama complete the exhibit.

Congress created the San Antonio Missions National Historical Park in 1978. The national park preserves and interprets the largest concentration of Spanish colonial resources in America. There is no admission for this park and it is open daily from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.   Mission San José currently is open until 8:00 p.m. each evening through August 29, 2009.

Los Compadres is the non-profit support group to the San Antonio Missions National Historical Park. Chartered in 1983, Los Compadres has raised over $3.8 million for preservation, rehabilitation, education and development projects for which no government funds are available.
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Experience Your America

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.

