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National Park to Showcase Mission Families – A Call for Mission Photography

The San Antonio Missions National Historical Park, in conjunction with Los Compadres, the Park’s friends group, the Institute of Texan Cultures, and KLRN will offer the opportunity for a third pictorial presentation involving the mission community.   The Park is looking for photographs taken before 1978 that show people and events connected to the missions or photos of the mission structures.

People with ties to the mission community are being asked to bring their pictures and stories so that they can be copied and recorded for a pictorial exhibit, Faces of the Missions III,  that will debut on September 19, 2009 in the San José Visitor Center.  Those who have links with Missions Concepción, San José, San Juan and Espada may call Susan Snow, Park Archaeologist, at 210-534-8875 ext. 243 for further information on how to participate.   Or they may bring their photos and stories to the national park on four different days:

1) June 16 – San José Visitor Center, 11 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. – 6701 San José Drive

2) June 27 – Mission Espada, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. – 10040 Espada Road

3) July 14 – Mission San Juan, 11 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. – 9101 Graff Road

4) July 18 – Mission Concepción, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. – 807 Mission Road

Participants can enjoy refreshments while their photographs are being copied on site.


The National Park Service and Los Compadres have previously sponsored two other Faces of the Missions exhibits in 1999 and 2003.   These exhibits featured photographic images from the families of those whose ancestors resided in the mission communities from the Spanish colonial period to the early 20th century.   


Los Compadres, along with a grant from the National Park Foundation, is funding this third pictorial exhibit.   The Institute of Texan Cultures is providing their photographic copy clinic.   KLRN, another important partner, will be using this material for a planned documentary project in support of the upcoming Ken Burns documentary “The National Parks: America’s Best Idea” airing this fall on PBS.


Congress created the San Antonio Missions National Historical Park in 1978.  The national park is open seven days a week from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.   For more information, contact Susan Snow, Park Archaeologist, at 210-534-8875 ext. 243.
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Experience Your America

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.

