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Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) Activities at Mission San José
San Antonio Missions National Historical Park 

October 31 through November 2, 2008
Come spend the day learning about and enjoying activities surrounding the Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) at San Antonio Missions National Historical Park.  This three day event on October 31 through November 2 will be held at Mission San José from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and is free of charge.  The park will host activities and exhibits to explain the history and meaning behind Day of the Dead; its symbols and the relevance it holds in our communities today.  This special holiday is celebrated by cultures throughout the world with traditions that have been passed down through generations.  Day of the Dead commemorates loved ones by celebrating their life and remembering the things they loved.
Ofrendas or altars constructed of photographs, candles, favorite foods of the deceased, and humorous skeleton figurines can be viewed in the Visitor Center, Granary and inside Mission San José.  Visitors can participate in making papel picado (paper decorations), paper marigolds, clay skulls, and skeleton puppets, all of which are traditional items used to celebrate this holiday.  There will also be story telling events occurring on October 31 in the afternoon.
Los Compadres, the park’s friends group, will be holding their Artesanos Del Pueblo art sale.  Artists, both local and Latin America, will be selling folk art, ceramics, religious nichos, hand-carved santos and textiles on the grounds of Mission San José.

San Antonio Missions National Historical Park is celebrating its 30th anniversary as a National Park.  Established in 1978 to protect, restore, and interpret the Spanish colonial missions of San Antonio, San Antonio Missions National Historical Park preserves the largest concentration of cultural resources from the Spanish colonial period in the United States.  For more information about the National Park Service and San Antonio Missions National Historical Park please visit our web site at www.nps.gov/saan.  For more information about our friends group, Los Compadres de San Antonio Missions National Historical Park, visit www.loscompadres.org.
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Experience Your America

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.

