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2009 was a Record Year for Visitation at 

San Antonio Missions National Historical Park
San Antonio, TX. - San Antonio Missions National Historical Park recorded its busiest year ever in 2009 with 1,765,548 people visiting the park.  That’s an increase of over 35% over 2008 statistics and a healthy 19% increase over the park’s previous busiest year in 2002. 
This trend may still be continuing into 2010.  “The last quarter of 2009 is up 27% over the same quarter of 2008.  This is a good indicator for potential 2010 visitation trends,” says Al Remley, San Antonio Missions National Historical Park’s Public Information Officer.  “We saw the same patterns last year which tipped us off that 2009 would be special.”
The record rise in visitation is a result of many factors.  “The park has made a significant effort to work with our partners to outreach to numerous youth-oriented organizations this past year,” says Park Superintendent Scott Bentley.  “We also represent a tremendous value for visiting families as we charge no admission and all programs, like the Junior Ranger Program, are free too.” As an example, the park partnered with the San Antonio River Authority and the park’s friends group, Los Compadres, to host a free youth-oriented outdoor fair called “Get Outdoors” that drew over 4,000 people for the event.  The park is working with the San Antonio River Authority on another “Get Outdoors” fair to be held on March 6th of this year.  
Other youth-oriented partnerships include the Girl Scouts of Southwest Texas Council who worked with the park to host a Girl Scout Junior Ranger Day at Mission San José.  The park also partnered with the Boys and Girls Club of San Antonio to host a year long after-school program, called “First Bloom,” to get local youth involved and active with their national park.  “One of our ultimate goals for the park is to be seen by our local community as a safe, fun place for families to learn about their past, be inspired by the beauty of the park, and choose us as a place to recreate,” says Remley. 

The park is poised for more dramatic changes and increases in visitation with the development of the Mission Reach of the San Antonio River.  “We are working closely with the San Antonio River Authority, Bexar County, and the City to facilitate this wonderful transformation,” says Superintendent Bentley.  “The new development will fundamentally change the south side of the city and add a whole new dimension of activities available in the park.” 

Ready to assist the park with the trending rise in visitation and upcoming changes the new river development will bring is the park’s friends group, Los Compadres.  “Over the past 25 years Los Compadres has raised over $4 million in donations to the park and over $55 million in legislation dollars,” says Los Compadres Executive Director Susan Chandoha.  “We have worked closely with the park, city, county, and Archdiocese to ensure the park’s long-term protection and development,” says Sue Ann Garcia, Chairperson of the board of directors for Los Compadres.  
“2010 and beyond definitely hold a lot of opportunities.  The development coming our way will add a whole new dimension of recreational visitors to the park,” says Superintendent Bentley.  “We are working diligently with all of our partners now to plan and accommodate for the exciting changes ahead.”

San Antonio Missions National Historical Park was established in 1978 to preserve, restore, and interpret the Spanish colonial missions of San Antonio, which represent the largest concentration of cultural resources from the Spanish colonial period in the United States.  
Los Compadres is the non-profit friends group to the San Antonio Missions National Historical Park.   Chartered in 1983, Los Compadres has raised over $4 million for preservation, rehabilitation, education and development projects for which no government funds are available.

For more information about the National Park Service and San Antonio Missions National Historical Park please visit the park’s web site at www.nps.gov/saan.  For more information about the park’s friends group, Los Compadres de San Antonio Missions National Historical Park, visit www.loscompadres.org.
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The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.

