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INTRODUCTION

In 1759, Fr. Mariano Francisco de los Dolores y Biana, a Franciscan missionary from the Col​lege of Santa Cruz de Querétaro, was commissioned by Commissary General, Fr. Joseph Anto​nio de Oliva to carry out a visit of inspection following on the heels of those made earlier by Fr. Francisco Xavier Ortiz.
 Following in Ortiz’ footsteps, Dolores y Biana visited the missions of San Juan Bautista and San Bernardo in Coahuila as well as the four along the San Antonio River overseen by the college at Querétaro. 

Fr. Joseph Ygnacio María Alegre, Apostolic Minister, who at the time was serving as missionary at Mission San Juan Capistrano, left his post for the months it took to serve as secretary for the visit. He, and most likely a military escort, accompanied Fr. Mariano, who traveled along the Camino Real leading up from Querétaro, eventually arriving at the missions of Coahuila. After that visit was completed, Dolores y Biana journeyed on to visit those missions in Texas along the San Antonio River.

The following transcription and translation is of the record of Fr. Mariano’s visit to each mission, and his final report, incorporating information garnered from each mission’s record books, and the missionaries themselves, combined with his own reflections on their condition. There were fewer missions in Coahuila included in his report than were in that of Ortiz. The mission of la Punta was noticeably absent. Ortiz had commented as early as 1745 that it was in need of closing. 

The report outlines the contents of each mission church, including mentioning items being held in storage in the convento and sacristy at Mission San Antonio de Valero in anticipation of the church’s completion. Also, all church items and farm tools from the defunct mission of Guada​lupe
 were found there as well. 

Despite it being carried out so close to the last visit by Ortiz, Dolores y Biana’s visit does pro​vide some insight into conditions in the mission communities. It also reveals the progress made in construction of new church structures, and the use or disuse of structures that Ortiz reported to be in poor condition. 

In both the transcription and translation marginalia appear in brackets []. Also, any wording added for clarity in the English translation appears in brackets as well.  Where alternate wording appears in parentheses it will be identified as being that of the translator. Parenthetical phrases appearing in the original document are identified as such. Underlining that appears in the text was in the original and not added by the transcriber/translator. Included with the transcription and translation is a copy of the microfilmed original document as well as a glossary of frequently used terms. The glossary contains some illustrations of elements of vestments that the reader/researcher may not be familiar with. The translation preserves the somewhat formal and stilted language of the 18th century original.
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Fr. 1471
[The following appears in the left-hand margin: Visit Authorization]

The Reverend Father Fr. Mariano Francisco de los Dolores y Biana, Apostolic Minister and Visitor Commissioned for [visiting] all [missions] pertaining to the Evangelical College of the Most Holy Cross [at Querétaro], in the Mission of San Juan Bautista del Río Grande del Norte, on the twenty-sixth day of the month of March, one thousand, seven hundred fifty-nine. Upon deliberation of the aforesaid college [he was] commissioned by the Most Reverend Father Fr. Joseph Antonio de Oliva, Distinguished Professor, Censor of Books, former Minister Provincial of the Province of Zacatecas, Father of the [missions] of the Holy Gospel [of] Michoacán and Xalisco, and Commissary General of all the [missions] of this [viceroyalty of] New Spain, Adjacent Islands, and Philippines. 
He [Fr. Mariano] visited this mission, [and] in its church [noted] sacred vessels, vestments, and other items found pertinent to it. Their missionary, [kept these things] with neatness, decency, orderliness and proper respect, including the administrative books, with their [sections] for Spaniards [and] for Indians [that] were [maintained] with appropriate clarity and distinction. In order to place a [good report] at the feet of the Most Reverend Father Commissary General, as well as the Venerable Counselor to the Superior of the College, [in keeping with] the exactitude of the meticulous account of this mission kept by its priest, I therefore ordered and approved [the authorization for carrying out the visit] said day, month, and year, as stated above. Fr. Mariano Francisco de los Dolores, Commissioned Visitor. [Executed] before me, Fr. Joseph Ygnacio María Alegre, Secretary of the Visit.
[The following appears in the left-hand margin: State of the Mission]

Fr. 1471-1472

Said Reverend Father Commissioned Visitor, Fr. Mariano Francisco de los Dolores y Biana, [after] having visited and meticulously examined this mission’s administrative books, census, inventories, workrooms, and all [that is] kept in them, as well as the things pertinent to the church and worship, [and] those temporal necessities, [presented his findings] before me, the hereafter referred to secretary. [From these records the] Holy Father found [the mission] to be in the following condition:

the Holy Father found the Baptismal Book, [was kept] with utmost order, clarity, disposition, [and] form, [containing] records [beginning] from the year one thousand seven hundred. One thousand four hundred thirty-six Indian adults and children [were recorded], twenty after the visit made [in] the year one thousand seven hundred fifty-six by Reverend Father Fr. Francisco Xavier Ortiz. Through the [book] of burials, which was also found in order, [the number] (of adults having received the last rites)
 from the same year until now [numbered] one thousand one hundred eighty persons, forty [of these having died] after the aforementioned visit. Through its census, this mission is noted as having two hundred six persons of all ages and both sexes. In addition, there were Indians baptized in [the mission] from the Pampopa nation that are found [now to reside] in the Mission of San Joseph [San José].

The church is thirty-four varas long and six and one-half wide, with arch pediment[s] of cedar, painted with red lead, and the floor painted [and] inlaid [with] the same [wood]. 
On the main altar

Fr. 1473

an oval-shaped painting of Our Lady of Light is found, two varas [in size] with its gilt frame. [There is] a carved image of St. John the Baptist, two varas [high]; another, of Our Father, St. Francis, one vara
 [high]; and another of St. Anthony of the same size. [There is] an image of the Immaculate Conception, three-quarters [of a vara high], with silver crown and crescent moon; a carved [and] gilded ciborium
, with a Holy Christ of inlaid silver, and one engraving of Our Lady of Bethlehem on the door [that has] its escutcheon and key. [There are] two mirrors, [one of] one and one-quarter vara; [one] of one-half vara; [both] with their gilded frames. The communion rails [are] of turned walnut, with satin draperies.

An altar is located on the right side of the transept on which [there] is an image of Christ Crucified, two varas [in size], and an image of Our Lady of Sorrows, with silver halo and dagger, [a] cloak of purple cloth, [and a] fine cape, all embellished with silver trim, beneath a canopy more than three varas [high], with its draperies, all of Toledo satin. [There is] another image, of St. John the Evangelist, with good quality clothing; another two small images of the Lord of the Fallen, and St. Roche
, and one Holy Christ, [all] of brass.

Another altar is found on the left side, with an image of Jesus the Nazarene two varas [high], with his purple robe adorned with silver trim, [along] with his cross. [There is] an image of Christ crucified, a vara and one-quarter [in size]; two carved images: one of the young Jesus; and another of Our Father 

Fr. 1474

St. Francis, on their pedestals, and another, [a] small image of St. Rosalia,
 and two small paintings with painted frames. 

In the nave of the church, there are two confessionals, enclosed and painted in oils; a pulpit of sufficient size with an image of Christ crucified of one vara [in size]; thirteen very good benches; the calvary [chapel] with stations of the Way of the Cross [portrayed] with paintings, each one depicting the Progression; and a font for holy water. 
In the baptistery a copper baptismal font is found, its cover of the same [material]; a small Holy Christ; a narrow screen of one vara, [depicting] the baptism of Christ, already quite old; a cupboard, with its door and key; a small chest in which are the holy oils in their silver chrisms
; a conch (baptismal ladle) of silver and another of bronze; and one salver (salt cellar)
 of wood; two satin curtains over the doorway and cupboard. The choir has [a] railing of turned walnut wood, five cedar benches and one [of a] sweet [wood]. The tower of the church, threatening to lean sideways, has been of necessity built lower. It has six bells of different weights, the largest being ten arrobas, twenty-three pounds, and the smallest three arrobas twenty-four pounds.
  
In the sacristy [a] silver cross and processional candlesticks are found [along with a] censer and incense boat of silver; a plate, wine vessel, and small bell of the same; three chalices with their patens and small spoons
 of silver; another the same as that in the presidio; a large cup (ciborium) with its chalice cover and cross of silver; a small cup for giving the blessing, also with its chalice cover and cross of silver; three chrisms of silver in their brass box; a wooden
Fr. 1475

box, lined in cut velvet, adorned with silver corner plates, in which are three silver chrisms, a salver and cross of the same. [There is] another silver chrism for administering the Holy Oil to the sick in its box of walnut wood; another chrism of silver; a gold-plated chalice with its paten, that is portable; a monstrance
 of gold plated silver with its glass panes, crescent moon, and cross; two crystal flasks for wine and water with silver stopper and key; ten silver spoons; one small stand of gold-plated silver, on its silver chest.  Inside [is] a corporal
 holder of tissue (sheer gold or silver cloth); a small cross with corner plates of silver.
[There is] a table or chest for storage, [with] metal nails and rod for carrying; four large and small chests, all decorated, with their key[s], in which are found eight chasubles
 of cloth of different colors, bordered richly in gold and silver; one chasuble of silk of different colors, also trimmed; six chasubles of different types of silk thread, trimmed as well; another twelve ordinary chasubles, very old; one set of vestments for High Mass [including a] chasuble, wide-sleeved tunics, etc., already old; five altar hangings of gold and silver cloth with their braid and fringe trim, four of silk, adorned [with] metallic thread; eleven of various types and colors; three cloth capes, two, one white and another black, another white and purple; forty-six altar cloths of silk and of different kinds [of fabric], [with] braid and fringe, etc., five short-sleeved vestments of different types and colors for High Mass; one altar cloth; two standards; various hangings [of different] types, and other items for adorning the altars; a hooded shoulder-length cape of white cloth; one embroidered sash.
Fr. 1476

White clothing found [include]: twenty-six albs
 of various types, with lace [trim]; twenty-two robes of all kinds, with corresponding lace trim; fourteen maniples,
 some old; twenty-five amices,
 both new and old; one hundred purgers,
 both new and old; twenty-four heavy corporals, of all types and conditions; twenty-one chalice covers of [cotton] cloth [and] other material; twenty-nine sashes, of silk and cotton cloth. 
Thirteen cloaks for the [image of] the Immaculate Conception, are noted, three embroidered in gold and silver, one of the two double faced, and the ten of various types and fabrics; five cloaks for Our Lady of Sorrows; and another five mantles of various colors; two hoods adorned with lace; one cloak for Jesus the Nazarene, another for St. John; five [sets of] cuffs, and one silk cord for the same Lord. 

A woven plush carpet, seven varas long; four wool carpets; four small carpets of various kinds were found. [There are] also five missals, two Roman rituals, seven consecrated communion tables, one bronze pyx;
 two plates with wine vessels of tin; fourteen church candlesticks, and eight small candlesticks, [all] of brass; another eight church candlesticks of composition; other wine vessels of silver; two copper holy water basins; five altar bells; two lanterns of tin-plate; two host wafer boxes, and other various kinds of necessities as well as [those] of lesser importance for worship were observed. 
For adornment of the sacristy, [there] is a satin canopy with a Holy Christ; on the opposite side, a canvas painting of  St. Catherine, more than one vara and a half [in size], with its
Fr. 1477

gilded frame; two canvas paintings of Our Lady of Sorrows and [Our] Lord, St. Joseph, at the Birth [of Jesus]; three chairs of walnut wood covered in plush of various colors, trimmed in silver and garnished with gilded bronze nails; a lead basin for washing; a copper wash stand; two painted upright chests; one canvas painting, a vara [in size], of St. Michael; a painting of Christ crucified; [and] other items of lesser importance were noted. 
The convento, granaries (storerooms), workshops and village are found in the same layout that they had
 [previously], with the majority having been repaired [including], two cells (missionary living quarters) that had fallen down. A row of houses for the Indians that was begun [earlier] has [been] completed. The items for the care of the convento (friar’s precinct) were found extant and agree with the inventories that were made to record [the supply] of the mission the past year of [17]58. Also, [there are] the appurtenences and volumes of books that compose the library. All that which is said they found in the workshops at the time of their [the previous visitor’s] coming, and more [items] that have been recently brought in [with] the supplies, added to what [was] inventoried during the visit made in the year [17]56.
 
In the farm field, weaving room, smithy, carpentry shop, masonry shop, kitchen, and Indian village, the same tools inventoried during the aforementioned visit are found [with] some additional things [added] since. This mission has the land necessary for farming, orchards, and grazing land for their livestock. The crops are maize (of which there is sufficient amount in its granaries for the supply of the Indians from the previous year’s sowing,

Fr. 1478

[in the amount of] one thousand three hundred fanegas),
  [as well as] beans, chile, and other vegetables, all of which has been specially cared for by its missionaries. 

Four hundred seventy head was found extant in the herds, among [them] mares, fillies, and young stallions. What is lost through the negligence of their herdsmen is being searched for with utmost diligence. Also, [there are] eight burros and five male colts. Broken horses [mares], foals, mules and broken stallions, [totaling] four hundred twenty-nine head are found among the horseherd. Seven hundred eighty head of major livestock were counted [during] the roundup. [This was carried out] with great caution because of the slaughter that has been [occurring] and probably occurs [almost] daily.The residents of these villages, despite the utmost vigilance, are not able to stop it [from happening].
  Lesser livestock are found [to number] eight thousand one hundred head. The mission also has a weaving room with four looms for [weaving] clothing for the Indians, blankets, etc. In [the workroom], all the tools necessary for their maintenance are found, and [their number] agrees with the [earlier] inventories. 
[The following appears in the left-hand margin: Conclusion]

This is the report, which is accurate and true, of the visit at this Mission of San Juan Bautista del Río Grande del Norte. Having viewed its inventories so that [the report] may be related thus, the Reverend Father Visitor presented [it] before me, the abovementioned secretary, [and] to whose [accuracy] I attest and sign on the twenty-eighth of March, one thousand seven hundred fifty-nine. Fr. Mariano Francisco de los Dolores, Commissioned Visitor. Before me, Fr. Joseph Ygnacio María Alegre, Secretary of the Visit.
Fr. 1479

[The following appears in the left-hand margin: Visit Authorization]

Visit to the Mission of San Bernardo made by the Reverend Father Fr. Mariano Francisco de los Dolores, Apostolic Minister and Visitor Commissioned for [visiting] all the [missions] pertaining to the College of the Most Holy Cross [at Querétaro], in the month of March, one thousand seven hundred fifty-nine. In the Mission of San Bernardo del Río Grande del Norte on the twenty-ninth of the month of March of the year one thousand seven hundred fifty-nine, the Reverend Father Fr. Mariano Francisco de los Dolores y Biana, Apostolic Minister and Commissioned Visitor of all [missions] pertaining to the Evangelical Missionary College of the Most Holy Cross [at Querétaro], by Our Most Reverend Father Fr. Joseph de Oliva, Distinguished Professor, Ecclesiastical Censor of Books, former Provincial of  the Province of Zacatecas, Father for the Adjacent [Islands] and Philippines. Thus, having visited this mission with an eye to the religious, [and] also [to what is] in its church, [including] sacred vessels; sacristy, administrative books, and all the other items pertaining to Divine Worship; as well as all their inventoried workrooms, and account books, the Holy Father found everything to be orderly, neat, [and] well-kept, with clarity and exactness, [in fine] manner and form. In order to give the most accurate information and report of the condition of said mission as such to Our Most Reverend Father Commissary General as well as to the Reverend Father Guardian and to the Venerable Counsel to the Superior of the College, I [hereby] order this authorization be continued [encompassing] the inventories and other official activities that may be carried out. Therefore, I approve, order, and sign [this authorization] said day, month and year as stated above. Fr. Mariano Francisco de los Dolores y Biana, Commissioned Visitor. Before me, Fr. Joseph Ygnacio María Alegre, Secretary of the Visit.

[The following appears in the left-hand margin: State of the Mission]

Reverend Father Visitor, Fr. Mariano Francisco de los Dolores y Biana, having [duly] observed and recorded, reported 

Fr. 1480

exactly [the contents of] their administration books, census, inventories, and accounts, their workshops and all that exists in them, as well as [what] pertains to the church and worship; and all that is necessary to maintain their temporalities, before me, the abovementioned Secretary. The Holy Father found [the mission] to be in the following condition:
first, the church [has] a gallery twenty-seven varas long and proportionally wide, with [a] chancel in which are balustrades or [a] communion rail, with hangings and iron rods. The main altar is in the form of a table, above which is an elevated altar screen with four tiers of painted wood, on which are one young Jesus, carved, clothed as a Nazarene, about one-third [the size of the others]; one carved image of Our Lord, Saint Joseph, more than one-half vara [in size], with its diadem of silver; and an image of Our Lady of Sorrows, more than three-quarters [of a vara in size], with halo and dagger of silver. Above the screen, on its pedestal, proportioned [in size], under a canopy of Chinese satin that has two curtain panels, one new, of green wool, with its valance and fringe of silver, and another of yellow satin, somewhat used, is the image of Our Lord, St. Bernard, about five-quarters [one and one-quarter varas], carved,  decorated with gold [leaf]. Also, along the side, there is a carved image of Christ crucified, of more than one vara [in size]; and a painting of Our Lady of Refuge of the same size.  Both [images] have their canopies of satin, with their draperies. Also, in the nave of the church there are two altars, one of Our Lady of Light, and the other of the Immaculate Conception; both in good condition, well decorated with mirrors and other items in order to celebrate the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. The floor of the church

Fr. 1481

is painted with red lead, and it and the Sacristy [are used] with the care commensurate [with] their age.
[Of] vestments found, are sixteen chasubles all usable and in good condition, among which about half are of [cotton or linen] cloth and all [the rest] of silk, of various colors. Also, [there are] plain cloaks of various colors and types, all almost new. There are wall hangings matching the vestments for High Mass as well as altar hangings. [There are] forty purgers, in good condition. [Among the] white attire are found: fifteen heavy cloths in very good [condition]. and twenty somewhat used; nine good altar cloths; also, fourteen albs with fasteners of various kinds; twelve amices; thirty towels for use during the mass, and various sashes of all kinds. [Among] silver [items] are noted: twelve chalices, [and] a small monstrance. [Also, there is] a chair or bench; two sets of wine vessels for the mass; and four chrisms for the holy oils. Metal [items include]: two censers;
 one cross, cross covers; fourteen small candlesticks. The church and sacristy also have other items for their appearance and adornment all specifically listed in the inventories.

According to the detailed census, three hundred seventy-six people, who make up one hundred four families, reside in the [Indian] village. There are household items [as follows]: griddles, jars, corn grinding stones, and some pots (kettles); sufficient clothing, and supplies of the staples of maize, meat, etc., for their sustenance. In the weaving room, cotton and woolen [cloth] is worked in order to clothe the people, and according to the inventories there is enough of everything needed [to maintain the looms]. For the cultivation of fields and orchards there are yokes of oxen and other necessary appertenances. 

Fr. 1482

The most necessary and fine quality tools are found for the work of masonry and carpentry. 

This said mission has five hundred twenty head of major livestock in pen[s] (corrals); four thousand seven hundred fifty-five head of wool and hide-bearing livestock, both large and small. The herds include colts (young livestock) above two years, not fully broken, broken for both riding and hauling, and [recently] broken. [They] are found [to number] two hundred thirty-one head, with twelve more hobbled. There are herds composed of three hundred head [of donkeys] with stallion donkeys and trained lead burros included. Twenty-nine mules, broken and tame, and twenty-eight male and female donkeys, of all ages also are recorded. 

[The following appears in the left-hand margin: Conclusion]

This is a sure and true report for most of what is found extant in the Mission of San Bernardo del Río Grande, recording thus what stands out from the rest, [including] the visit that was made to their shops, and [what appears in] the record of their administrative books, inventories and accounts, all of which the Reverend Father Visitor found present [and in good order]. And, so that it be duly recorded, he signed [this concluding document] before me, the aforementioned secretary, on said day, month, and year as stated above. Fr. Mariano Francisco de los Dolores y Biana, Commissioned Visitor, before me, Fr. Joseph Ygnacio María Alegre, Secretary of the Visit. 
[The following appears in the left-hand margin: Certification]
I, Fr. Joseph Ygnacio María Alegre, Apostolic Minister, Missionary from the Mission of San Juan Capistrano, and Secretary of the Visit of all these [missions] pertaining to the College of the Holy Cross [at Querétaro], certify in as much as I can and am able, and in the most appropriate manner, that the abovementioned Reverend Father Commissioned Visitor, in order to report
Fr. 1483

on these missions, and in fulfillment of the executive order of Our Most Reverend Father Commissary General, record and take note of all that they contained; so that before me [and] all those I find present, and by thus being [attested by me to be] true, I sign and seal it at this Mission of San Juan Bautista del Río Grande del Norte on the second day of the month of April, one thousand seven hundred fifty-nine. Entirely accurate. Fr. Joseph Ygnacio María Alegre, Secretary of [the] Visit. 
Visit to the Mission of Our Holy Father, San Francisco de la Espada, made by the Reverend Father Fr. Mariano Francisco de los Dolores y Biana, Apostolic Minister, and Commissioned Visitor of all that pertains to the College of the Most Holy Cross [at Querétaro], on the seventh day of the month of April of one thousand seven hundred fifty-nine.
[The following appears in the left-hand margin: Visit Authorization]

In the Mission of Our Holy Father, San Francisco de la Espada, on the seventh day of the month of April, one thousand seven hundred fifty-nine, the Reverend Fr. Mariano Francisco de los Dolores y Biana, Apostolic Minister and Visitor Commissioned for [visiting] all [missions] pertaining to the evangelical college of the Most Holy Cross [at Querétaro] by Our Most Reverend Father Fr. Joseph Antonio de Oliva, Distinguished Professor, Censor of Books, Former Minister Provincial of the Province of Zacatecas, Father of the [missions] of the Holy Gospel of Michoacán [and] Xalisco, and Commissary General of all those [missions] of New Spain, Adjacent Islands, and Philippines. Having visited this mission, the religious there, as well as [examining] its church, sacred vessels, sacristy, administrative books, and all those items pertaining to divine worship, and also its workshops, inventories, and account books as well; all of which [the Commissioned Visitor] finds their Father [kept] with neatness,
Fr. 1484

decency, orderliness, and proper respect. In order to give the most accurate information and report of the condition of said mission to Our Most Reverend Father, Commissary General, Reverend Father Guardian, and Venerable Counselor to the Superior of the College, I order the inventories and other documents that might be kept [here] be turned over [for examination] in continuation of this authorization [for inspection]. I order, therefore, and approve [all] as stated above, on said day, month, and year. Fr. Mariano Francisco de los Dolores y Biana, Commissioned Visitor. Before me, Fr. Joseph Ygnacio María Alegre, Secretary of [the] Visit.
[The following appears in the left-hand margin: State of the Mission]
In fulfillment of the preceding order, and said Reverend Father, Commissioned Visitor, Fr. Mariano Francisco de los Dolores y Biana, having seen and noted the administrative books, detailed census, inventories, and accounts, the workshops, and everything extant in them including that pertaining to the church and divine worship, as well as all that pertains to its temporalities, presented [the records] before me, the abovementioned Secretary. The Holy Father, finds [the mission’s] condition to be the following: 
according to the detailed census of this mission, two hundred twenty people are found to reside [here]. According to the administrative books it [was] recorded [that] seven hundred sixty have been baptized, one hundred twenty after the visit made [in] the year [17] 56, and four hundred one to have died, sixty-nine after the [aforementioned] visit.
The small church, which is of limestone and mortar, painted with red lead, has an altar table with four walnut wood chests with their keys, in which the vestments are kept. Above are some wooden tiers (niches). The altar consists of a carved image of Our Lady of Refuge, an image of Our Lord [and] Father, St. Francis; a Holy Christ crucified, a painting of Our Lady of Sorrows, another four paintings and some medallions (panels). Ten vestments were found, one of [cotton or linen] cloth and the rest silk, and [of] different types and 

Fr. 1485

colors; six altar hangings; two [with] black and white [background]; two small bells; another small one for the Holy Blessing, and one sash, eight corporals (cloths) with their burses;
 six albs of all kinds; twenty-six purgers; twelve amices; eleven cloths for wiping hands during the mass; one surplice, and one towel for giving Communion; one silver chalice with paten and spoon; three chrismatories;
 one ciborium of the same [silver]; some wine vessels, also of silver, and others of china (porcelain); two arras (screen or tapestry); two missals; one [Roman] Ritual; one Manual; [a] cross cover, baptismal font and dipper, censer and incense boat, [all] of bronze; six small metal candlesticks, and other items which are found in the inventory.

The village is made up of two rows of stone houses painted with red lead; and another [row] that has been created, that along with the convento, (to which have been added another two cells, and extended corridor),
 form [a] plaza. The necessary workrooms are found for keeping their goods, [as well as a] granary for maize. [The mission] has corresponding farm fields and the necessary equipment for their cultivation and harvest. [There is] also a forge. In a workroom that has three looms [there are] sufficient tools for working wool and cotton for clothing its people. 
Six hundred head of major livestock were counted. [There are] two thousand two hundred wool [bearing livestock], [and] fifty goats. Six herds were found, that [along] with their stallion donkeys and branded young animals, constitute two hundred twenty-nine head. Also, [there are] seven Burras [female donkeys] and one male donkey. 
This constitutes the accurate report at present of the state of the Mission of Our Holy Reverend [Father] San Francisco de la Espada. [This was accomplished] after its workrooms, books, and inventories [were] viewed and recorded by said Reverend Father Visitor, 
Fr. 1486

[and] in which was found for the most part all of what exists in it of necessary items for [the missionaries’] management and care of their Indians, and so that it [may be] duly recorded, [the] Holy Father signed it on said day, month, and year, as stated above. Fr. Mariano Francisco de los Dolores y Biana, Commissioned Visitor. Before me, Fr. Joseph Ygnacio María Alegre, Secretary of [the] Visit. 
In this mission of San Juan Capistrano, on the ninth day of the month of April, one thousand seven hundred fifty-nine, the Reverend Father Fr. Mariano Francisco de los Dolores y Biana, Apostolic Minister, and Visitor Commissioned for [visiting] all the [missions] pertaining to the College of the Most Holy Cross [at Querétaro], by Our Most Reverend Father, Fr. Joseph Antonio de Oliva, Distinguished Professor, Censor of Books, Former Minister Provincial of the Province of Zacatecas; Father for the missions of the Holy Gospel at Michoacán and Xalisco, and Commissary General of all those [missions] of this [viceroyalty of] New Spain, Adjacent Islands, and Philippines. [The Commissioned Visitor] visited [this mission], the religious here, as well as also [viewed its] church, [noted its] sacred vessels, sacristy, administrative books, room inventories, and account books, all of which [the] Holy Father found to be neat, decent, orderly, and in proper form. Accordingly, [it was] determined and ordered [so that the visit] might be carried out [in the same manner as] the previous visits. In order, therefore, to give accurate information and report of the condition of [the mission] to Our Most Reverend Father Commissary General, as well as to the Reverend Father Guardian and Venerable Counselor to the Superior of the college, I order that the inventories and other documents that may be kept [at this mission] be presented. I hereby order and approve [all] that is stated above, on said day, month, and year. Fr. Mariano Francisco de los Dolores y Biana, Commissioned Visitor. Before me, Fr. Joseph Ygnacio María Alegre, Secretary of [the] Visit.
In fulfillment of the aforesaid [order], and said Reverend Father, Commissioned Visitor, Fr. Mariano Francisco de los Dolores y Biana, having viewed
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and noted [that] the administrative books, detailed census, inventories, and accounts of the mission, its workrooms, and all that is extant in them, as well as that pertaining to the church, [and] also all that is necessary for [cultivating] its farmlands and care of the Indians, [the] Holy Father before me, the aforementioned secretary, pronounced [the mission] to be in the following condition: 
according to the detailed census of this mission, it is found to have two hundred twenty-six people living there (excluding those that are found at the mission of Vizarrón and in the wilderness because of said mission).
 
Eight hundred twelve were found to have been baptized, sixty-four after the last visit, made in the year [one thousand seven hundred] fifty-six, and there were about eight gentiles. Five hundred seventy-seven had died, seventy-two after the said visit. The village is made up of fifty-nine families.

For [use as] the church (that up to now has not been able to be built)
 [is a structure that] extends some twenty-four varas in length and five and one-half wide, painted with red lead, [in] very good condition, in which is found a main or principal altar, that is composed of a large table, [that] is easily carried, above which are some painted wooden tiers. In its center, [there is] a hanging niche with its glass case and key, and inside on its shelf, a very venerable image to one side of Our Holy Father, St. Francis; [on] the other, San Juan Capistrano, one vara [in size], very handsome, carved, [the niche’s] sides adorned with eight paintings of different sizes, all under a canopy of striped (ribbed) satin.On the right-hand side of the altar is a table and above it an altar screen with an image of Our Lady of Sorrows, 
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one-half vara in height, with its robe of crimson cloth, blue mantle, and silver halo and dagger [the same] that appears also on [Our Lady of] the Rosary. Another movable altar was found, and upon a wood tier [is] a carved image of one vara [in height] of Our Lady of the Rosary with her child. Both have very fine silver crowns, and the Lady, a pearl necklace of numerous strands. Above this, is found a painted canvas of Our Lady of Refuge, more than a vara [in size], very beautifiul, with its green flowered wool drapery, trimmed with gold. Adorning the sides are richly colored engraved panels forming [an] enclosure. In front of the said [niche] is another movable altar, upon which a beautiful carved image, two varas high, of Jesus the Nazarene is venerated. [It appears] with its cloak, white on the interior and shiny black (material) [on the exterior], silk sash, crown, cross and head cover, [are] all new. Also, in said church is a baptismal font with its dipper; two holy water basins; sixteen small candlesticks; two censers, with their incense boats and spoons; four small bells, and a tall cross, all of bronze; and other various items that are found in the inventory.
In the sacristy is a chest with three large drawers, and a side cupboard, lined entirely in crimson leather; one cupboard of cedar upon its stand, in which chalices, missals, etc., are kept. The sacristy is furnished with a large fine piece [of furniture] in which are found various items that are recorded in detail in the inventory. 
The clothing for divine worship and to celebrate the holy offices are as follows: seventeen vestments of which two are double-sided, 
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of different types, quality and colors, and all in good condition; two plain cloaks; a mozzetta
 of cloth of gold, for administering the Holy Viaticum;
 ten hangings; fourteen altar cloths of regular [cotton or linen] cloth and other items; one woolen sash; sixteen varas of fine black cloth, and other various pieces for adornment. White clothing found [include]: nine albs of differing quality; thirteen amices with lace, of various types; eleven heavy corporals (cloths); two surplices;
 twenty cloths for the priest to wipe his fingers during the mass; forty-one purgers; eight new cloaks and four old ones; twelve sashes of silk and cotton cloth; two chalices with their patens and spoons found in good condition; one small ciborium, with its cross and cover; two wine vessels; three chrisms with the Holy Oils, all of silver; three arras; two missals; three manuals; as well as host presses, wafer boxes, [a] water jug (wash basin), and other items of lesser importance that are in the inventory.
In the library, among eighty-one volumes are found various morality plays, mystic teachings, sacred history, etc.
The convento (missionaries’ precinct) is composed of four rows [of houses] in a square, in which there is [the] church, sacristy; three cells for the missionaries and guests; three very spacious workrooms, refectory, entry [porter’s station], weaving room, kitchen and other rooms. All of what is contained in them remains inventoried in detail in this visit. In the weaving room three looms sufficient [for the task] are found [as well as a] spinning wheel (spindle); warping frames, reels, cards, combs, heddles and the other necessary tools in abundance
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for weaving cotton and wool, of which [there] is enough for [clothing for] this year. There are all the necessary tools for the practice of carpentry and masonry. Most importantly, this mission has sufficient lands for the sowing of maize, beans, cotton, chile, orchards (gardens), etc.; and for their cultivation plowshares, crowbars, hatchets (axes), hoes (mattocks); carts, harness and yokes in abundance. The village and [its] families are found provided with corn grinding stones, griddles, jugs, pots, etc., and the people most sufficiently clothed. Also nine hundred head of major livestock; forty-five pair of shoed oxen were found inventoried as well; two thousand four hundred thirty-one head of lesser livestock [in] six herds that are made up [in part] of three hundred twenty-one animals with their stallion (breeding stallion) donkeys and burros, one hundred and twenty-six head broken, and five mules; one hundred fifty head of goats. 
[The following appears in the left-hand margin: State of the Mission]

[Therefore], accordingly, this is the condition, in spiritual and temporal order, in which this mission is found, in keeping with the records from its inventories and books and record [of] this inspection, all that said Reverend Father Visitor carried out before me, the aforementioned Secretary, [and] to which I attest and sign on the eleventh day of the month of April, one thousand seven hundred fifty-nine. Fr. Mariano Francisco de los Dolores y Biana, Commissioned Visitor. Before me, Fr. Joseph Ygnacio María Alegre, Secretary of the Visit.
[The following appears in the left-hand margin: Visit Authorization]
On the nineteenth day of the month of April, one thousand seven hundred fifty-nine, the Reverend Father Fr. Mariano Francisco de los Dolores y Biana, Apostolic Minister and Visitor Commissioned for [visiting] all the missions pertaining to the College 
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of the Most Holy Cross [of Querétaro], by Our Most Reverend Father, Fr. Joseph Antonio de Oliva, Distinguished Professor, Censor of Books, former Minister Provincial of the Holy Province of Zacatecas, Father of those [missions] of the Holy Gospel of Michoacán and Xalisco, and Commissary General of all those of this [viceroyalty of] New Spain, Adjacent Islands and Philippines, visited this [mission] of la Puríssima Concepción, [viewed] all that pertains to the church; [its] holy vessels, vestments, and all the other ecclesiastical items; as well as those pertaining to the temporal in its workshops and [all other] goods, all of which the [mission] Father recorded in his inventories, and in the prescribed manner and form.  And, in order to give an exact accounting of its present condition, as such to Our Most Reverend Father Commissary General, as well as to the Reverend Father Guardian, and Venerable Counsel, he [the Commissioned Visitor] determined it may be carried out as a continuation of this [visit, with examination of] the inventory, and other official documents that may be formulated. Therefore, I attest and order [the extension of the authorization of the visit] on said day, month, and year, as stated above. Fr. Mariano Francisco de los Dolores y Biana, Commissioned Visitor. Before me, Fr. Joseph Ygnacio María Alegre, Secretary of [the] Visit.
[The following appears in the left-hand margin: State of the Mission]

The Reverend Father Commissioned Visitor, having visited along with me the abovementioned mission of la Puríssima Concepción, its church, sacristy, all the workrooms, [viewed all its] administrative books; inventories and accounts, [the] Holy Father found the condition [of the mission] to be as follows: 
through the detailed census of this mission, it is recorded as having two hundred fifty people of both sexes, and all ages; seven hundred twenty-one have been baptized, eighty after the last visit made the year one thousand seven hundred fifty-six; five hundred three are found to have died, fifty-nine after the said visit.
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The church is of limestone and mortar and vaulted, with its cupola and two towers with very nice bells, very well and interestingly decorated. In the main chapel, [there is] a painting of the Five Lords on the parallel wall. It has a ciborium and upon a very nice, small rounded, gilded retablo, there is the image of the Immaculate Conception. [It is an] elegant sculpture, with the Holy Child in her arms, and her imperial crown of silver. On either side of the main altar, [among] its wall hangings and various paintings, the Divine Shepherd and the Divine Pilgrim are painted on the wall. Two altars are found in the transcept. Above the one is painted an image of Christ crucified, those of Most Holy Mary of Sorrows, and St. John, all [are] on the wall. Upon the altar is an Our Lady of Sorrows, more than a vara [in size], with its halo and sword of silver. Above the other altar, Our Lady of Pilar is found painted on the wall. Beneath the two towers there are two chapels. In the one is an altar [dedicated to] Lord St. Michael painted on a canvas a vara [in size], with its frame. In the other is the baptismal font that is of copper. There is another [copper] font of the same [size] inside one of stone for Holy Water. There is a pulpit as well, with its sounding boards, and above it a Holy Christ with its canopy. [There are] two confessionals, and various other items that adorn and beautify it. In the sacristy is found a very well made walnut and cedar chest [trimmed] with molding. [It] has three drawers or very roomy boxes; and two cupboards with escutcheons and keys. [There is] another cupboard, built into the wall, to keep the items [from the church]. Three 
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chalices with their paten[s] and spoons are found [in them]; [along with] a ciborium with its cover and cross, and two mozzettas of cloth and cotton stuff; three chrisms in a small chest; several wine vessels with their plate[s], all of silver, in very good condition. There are other wine vessels of crystal with [a] lead plate; a bronze holy water basin; missals, manuals, and other items. Vestments and white clothing found [include]: twelve chasubles, two of [cotton or linen] cloth, the rest of satin, and various other materials. There are ten altar hangings, four of satin, one of cloth of gold, and five old ones of various types [of fabric]; three cloaks; one mozzetta; eleven short cloaks (mantles); seven plain sashes and two more elegant [ones]; eight albs, and two surplices; thirteen amices; ten cloths; thirty-five purgers; twenty-two finger cloths for the priest during the mass; three rochets
 for the cloaks of the acolytes; one censer with its boat; and a paschal candle. In the sacristy, there is a canvas with an image of Christ Crucified; [a] basin, and other items. In the missionary precinct (convento) are found some rooms built for the living quarters of the missionaries, workrooms, weaving room and others, although [the convento’s] construction has not been completed. It is of stone and until now no more [work on] the vault [has been completed], which appears not to have turned out [well] because support beams have to be put in place. [What] is found in said living quarters and workrooms, [as well as] other items, [have] all been inventoried. [There is] sufficient arable land for their farm plots of maize, beans, etc., with enough water, and the necessary tools for their cultivation, and [is in agreement with what can be found in] the inventories. At the same time [during the inspection] the forge is noted [to have] along with its requisite tools those as well for carpentry, [and] masonry workshops. And [there is a] weaving room in which there are three looms. The Indian village or [mission] village is composed of two rows of houses 
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of stone and some jacales. 
  Sixty-two chests, twenty large jars, fifty griddles, sixty corn grinding stones, and forty kettles are found apportioned among them.The people [are] sufficiently clothed. Five hundred head of major livestock were found in pens, and sixty more beyond [in the wilderness] (as in all the missions).
 One thousand head of lesser livestock [were] found being raised. A herd with thirty head of mares, small and large among [them], was found [as well as] sixty broken horses.
[The following appears in the left-hand margin: Conclusion]

Such is the spiritual and temporal condition of this mission, to which record and verification said Reverend Father Commissioned Visitor attested to before me, the aforementioned Secretary, [and] to which I attest, on the twenty-first day of the month of April, one thousand seven hundred fifty-nine. Fr. Mariano Francisco de los Dolores y Biana Commissioned Visitor. Before me, Fr. Joseph Ygnacio María Alegre, Secretary of the Visit.
[The following appears in the left-hand margin: Visit Authorization]

On the twenty-first of the month of April of one thousand seven hundred fifty-nine, in this mission of San Antonio, the Reverend Father Fr. Mariano Francisco de los Dolores y Biana, Apostolic Minister and Visitor Commissioned for [visiting] all the [missions] pertaining to the College of the Most Holy Cross [at Querétaro], by Our Most Reverend Father, Fr. Joseph Antonio de Oliva, Distinguished Professor, Censor of Books, former Minister Provincial of the Holy Province of Zacatecas, Father of the [missions] of the Holy Gospel [of] Michoacán and Xalisco, and Commissary General of all the [missions] of this [viceroyalty of] New Spain, Adjacent Islands and Philippines, visited [and] thus examined what in said mission pertains to the church; administrative books, sacred vessels, and other ecclesiastical items, as well as the temporal in it, in its workrooms, and other items; and because [the] Holy Father drew up 
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this accounting of the state of said mission, [to be given] thus to the Reverend Father Guardian and Venerable Counsel, as well as to Our Very Reverend Father Commissary General,  he ordered me, the abovementioned Secretary, [to extend the said authorization] so that he might be able to continue this [visit], [that] inventories, and the rest of the prescribed activities should be carried out, and that I  record and sign it [said authorization] on said day, month, and year as stated above. Fr. Mariano Francisco de los Dolores y Biana, Commissioned Visitor. Before me, Fr. Joseph Ygnacio María Alegre, Secretary of [the] Visit.
In this mission of San Antonio,
[The following appears in the left-hand margin: State of the Mission]  

on the twenty-sixth day of the month of April, one thousand seven hundred fifty-nine, the church, sacristy, living quarters, workrooms, administrative books, accounts and inventories of this mission, [were] examine[d] and recorded by said Commissioned Visitor, before me, the abovementioned Secretary. [The mission was] found to be in the following condition:

the interior of the church that is being built of stone and mortar and vaulted is completed, and with no little room for the art created that will be found [in it]. At the middle of the church [there is a] vaulted ceiling, thirteen [varas high], [and is] the same room which is recorded in the previous visits. On the main altar is found a wooden table, and a niche is located on tiers, [containing] the carved image of St. Anthony, about one vara [high]. [There is] an enclosed canopy of five varas [in size] beneath, [in] which is an image of Christ Crucified, a vara and three-quarters high; two images, one of [Our] Most Holy Mary of Sorrows, and the other of St. John, with their clothing of ribbed silk, long cloaks, sashes, etc.; a young Jesus of marble, in its niche, and the other elements necessary in order to celebrate [the mass]. On another altar is found an image
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of Jesus the Nazarene, a vara [high], with its crown, and clothing [with a] silk lining; one Holy Christ, carved, three-quarters [of a vara in size]; various paintings of different images, and other essentials for the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. A baptismal font is found in the church as well, with its lid, all of copper, another font of stone for holy water, [a] confessional, two benches, four small bells, and others a bit bigger; and other items also necessary for worship. In the sacristy is found a table and above [it], a canopy of painted canvas, beneath it a painting of St. Francis Xavier, three varas [high] with its gilded frame, and other items. [There is] a walnut-wood chest with three drawers with their keys in which are kept: three chalices with patens; two ciboriums with their covers; two sets of wine vessels with their plates; three chrisms; and a dipper for baptism, all of silver; nine altar cloths of all colors; nine chasubles, with all that is needed; a vestment entirely of fine (Persian) silk cloth; another, black, along with deacons’ robes, another of black velvet, trimmed, and with gold fringe; with deacon’s robes, hangings, etc.; ten cloths (corporals), and seven more; sixty purgers; seven sets of cloaks, three capes, copes;
 twelve sashes of all kinds; a mozzetta for the Holy Mass, a small hanging for the same; three missals, three manuals; one [Roman] Ritual; four consecrated arras; one altar cloth; three surplices; two sets of clothes of ribbed silk for Our Lady and St. John; various hangings, and ribbons for adornment. Also, a holy water font was found, [along with] a censer with boat and spoon; a hand-wash basin; a cross cover, all of copper. 
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[The] necessities for making host wafers; for washing hands, and other items are found in the inventory. Through the detailed census of this mission, it is found to number two hundred eighty-six persons. One thousand four hundred and six have been baptized, among [them], adults and children; eighty-two after the last visit made in the year [one thousand seven hundred] fifty-six. One thousand fifty-seven have died, eighty after the aforementioned last visit. The missionaries’ quarters are found [to be] without addition or any reduction [to the] sixteen rooms, some of which serve as cells (missionary living quarters) and others as workrooms. Two patios compose the [area], the main one with its upper and lower corredors [two-story cloister], and the other in which is found the forge, horse pens, and other, lesser, work areas. In the library, seventy-four volumes of various moral works, sermons, and other materials are found, all in very good condition. In a jacal a mill is found for milling sugar cane (which is raised),
 [and] for which [process] there are [the] necessary kettles, skimmers, ladles, pots, and molds. In another room of adobe is a forge, with two anvils, vizes, hammers, mallets, tongs, gouges, additional chisel[s], awls, and [other] tools and instruments of the trade. The weaving room is large [enough] for [the] four looms that it contains, on which coarse cloth, men’s cloaks, blankets, and other similar clothes for clothing the Indians are woven. [There are] ribbon carders, combs and other necessary [weaving] tools.
[There is] a jacal that serves as [a] carpentry shop, [in which] are found tubs of all sizes,

Fr. 1498

countersink bits, chisels, clamps, planes, joining planes, jack planes, and other tools.
There are fifty hoes (mattocks), twenty-six crowbars, fifty-six axes (hatchets), forty-two sickles; fifty-eight plowshares, and four iron shovels for the cultivation of the farm fields that are sufficient for maize, beans, and the rest of the necessities for the sustenance of the Indians. The village is composed of several rows of stone houses with their entrances that form a very spacious plaza. It [the village] is provided with corn grinding stones; griddles, chests, jars (pots), kettles, and other necessary furnishings. The people [are well] clothed and maintained. For the construction of the church, various masonry and stone mason tools are found; those that are found in the inventory, as well as all those [present] up to now [have been] noted. At a distance of four streets over is a chapel, eleven varas long, with its [choir loft], in which is located a well carved stone cross, two varas high, edged in silver. Four relics [are] inserted in the cross, [and there are also] several reliquaries.
 Above is a wooden throne with satin trim and silver fringe; two silk curtains with silver fringe all around, on several iron curtain rods; a wooden chandelier; three rails and corner brackets with fillet; twelve small wooden candlesticks, and one of bronze, three crosses, four crystal glasses, and three tongs. [There is] a small chest, two varas [in size], with its key and in it a vestment of crimson damask,
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very decent; two hangings of the same; another vestment, of white silk; an alb; two amices; a white hanging; a small hanging; four pieces of sack cloth for [use in] worship; two silk shawls; three[sets of] small sleeves (cuffs); two sashes; two finger cloths; a wine flask with a silver lip; two pieces of embroidered ribbon, and various other items [used] for worship; a number of glass centerpieces; a St. Nicholas carving, about one foot [in size]; a St. Anthony carving, one vara [in size]; a St. Rose painted on silk; an image of Our Father, St. Francis with his Holy 
Christ; two mirrors, with their frames; an altar cloth; various kinds of silk and cotton cloth [of] about some eighteen varas. For worship [there is] a communion table, and other items of lesser importance. Said chapel also has several items and tools for carpentry and masonry that are recorded in the inventory and are found to be extant. This mission has the necessary farm fields for maize, beans, chile, cotton, sugar cane, and other crops for the sustenance of the Indians, [and] for whose cultivation there are more than sufficient tools. 
[The mission] as well, has one hundred fifty horses, fifty-two yoke of oxen, with thirty-five foals and young mares, and four mules for caring for their livestock and other important herd [animals]. Six hundred seventy head of major livestock [are] gathered together in pens[s], [as well as] ninety oxen. There are more ranging freely in the open (pasture, in the wilderness), which is an inevitable misfortune befalling all the missions. Two thousand two hundred fifty head of lesser livestock were counted. Thirty head of pigs [also] were found.
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Six albs in good condition are noted as well, along with other items. A list [is] in the possession of the Reverend Father Procurator for various vestment items: albs, amices, and other necessities, all for worship [in] the new church. Also, all the church items, farming items and all the things that were from the mission of Guadalupe
 are found present at this mission, and are in agreement with its inventories. All of the church items, temporal goods, and the rest of the things that were from Mission Guadalupe, are listed in this [the inventory], by order of the Venerable Counselor to the Superior [of the College].

[The following appears in the left-hand margin: Conclusion]

This is the state in which the Mission of San Antonio de Valero was found, the report of which is sure and true, [made] after observation and examination [of] all its rooms of church and convento, village, etc., and its administrative books and account books, all of which said Reverend Father Commissioned Visitor carried out in my presence, the aforementioned Secretary, and so that it may be duly recorded, he signed it along with me, on the twenty-sixth of April, one thousand seven hundred fifty-nine. Fr. Mariano Francisco de los Dolores, Commissioned Visitor. Before me, Fr. Joseph Ygnacio María Alegre, Secretary of the Visit.
[The following appears in the left-hand margin: Certification of Conclusion of the Visit]

On the tenth day of May, one thousand seven hundred fifty-nine, the Reverend Father Mariano Francisco de los Dolores y Biana, Apostolic Minister and, Visitor Commissioned by Our Most Reverend Father Fr. Joseph Antonio de Oliva, Distinguished Professor, Censor of Books, former Minister Provincial of the Province of Zacatecas, Father of the [missions] of the Holy Gospel [of] Michoacán and Xalisco, and Commissary General of all the [missions] of this [viceroyalty] of New Spain, Adjacent Islands, and Philippines, having visited the missions of his commission (which are those of Río Grande del Norte, in the Province of Coahuila: San Juan Bautista, and San Bernardo; and those of the San Antonio River, in the Province 
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of Texas: San Antonio de Valero; that of Puríssima Concepción de Acuña; that of San Juan Capistrano; and that of Our Holy Father, San Francisco de la Espada; all pertaining to the Apostolic College of Evangelism of the Most Holy Cross at Querétaro),
 [observed] their religious, [noted the items in the] churches, sacristies, missionary quarters, workshops, [as well as] administrative books, inventories, [and] accounts. He found their respective missionaries to have [maintained the missions] in the best condition, and order, and [records drawn up] with care, accuracy, and [including] documents necessary for [their] conservation and increase. Also, the Holy Father did not find any adverse, corrupting influence or abuse to have been introduced in the administration [of these missions]. Up to now [the resident missionaries] have shown and demonstrated as such to Our Most Reverend Father Commissary General; as well as to the Reverend Father Guardian and Venerable Counsel in the two previous visits made by the Reverend Father Francisco Xavier Ortiz, the first [in] the year of one thousand seven hundred forty-five, and the second in one thousand seven hundred fifty-six. [Nothing was found] regarding the oversight of the Indians, Cathechism of the gentiles; religious instruction and teaching of the neophytes; [and] activities of the missionaries. which could impede the desired end of their conversion and spread of Our Holy Faith and the Dominions of Our Catholic Majesty, to bring them [the Indians to the missions] from the wilderness; care for the sick; distribute goods and distribute the alms of the King, Our Lord (Who May God Protect).
 All of this the said Reverend Father Commissioned Visitor reflected upon [and] expressed in [the] conclusion and final [report of] this visit, the original of which will be sent to Our Most Reverend Father Commisssary General. [The Commissioned Visitor] admonished me, the aforesaid Secretary, to obtain two witnesses
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so that they may testify [to the accuracy of] the one [copy] to be sent to the Reverend Father Guardian and Venerable Counsel, and the other, that will be kept in the archive of these missions. [Therefore] I attest, acknowledge, and affix my signature [in obedience] in this [mission] of San Antonio on said day, month, and year as stated above. Fr. Mariano Francisco de los Dolores, Commissioned Visitor. Before me, Fr. Joseph Ygnacio María Alegre, Secretary of the Visit. 
[The following appears in the left-hand margin: Certification]

I, Fr. Joseph Ygnacio María Alegre, Apostolic Minister, Missionary at the Mission of San Juan Capistrano, and Secretary of the Visit to all the [missions] pertaining to the College of the Most Holy Cross [at Querétaro], attest as much as I am able, and in the most fitting manner that the Reverend Father Commissioned Visitor, Fr. Mariano Francisco de los Dolores y Biana, in order to give a detailed report of the condition of the aforementioned missions, their churches, sacristies, missionary living quarters, workshops, books, goods, and the rest of the items as may be contained, observed, and recorded in these fourteen files examined by me. [The Reverend Father Commissioned Visitor] is most thoroughly informed as to the organization and government of the missionaries [that is] directed toward the end of saving them [the Indians] and [to the] increase of Our Holy Faith, in the ingathering of more gentiles. In order that I may [authorize this] certification, I attest to the present report, signed and sealed by my hand and [in my] name, to being true. [Executed] in this mission of San Antonio, the eleventh day of the month of May, one thousand seven hundred fifty-nine. In testimony of [its] truth, Fr. Joseph Ygnacio María Alegre, Secretary of the Visit.
[This copy] agrees with the original which I sent, [and] from which I took this report [that is] legally drawn, faithful, and to the letter, by the order of the Reverend Father Commissioned Visitor, Fr. Mariano Francisco de los Dolores
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y Biana and to the end that [the] Holy Father conveys in the certification concluding the visit, recorded in fifteen files,
 corrected and amended, so that it may coincide [with the original], I sign and seal it, on the twentieth day of the month of May of one thousand seven hundred fifty-nine, in this mission of San Juan Capistrano.



In testimony to [the] truth,



Fr. Joseph Ygnacio María Alegre, Secretary of the Visit.
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Report of the Visit to the missions of the Provinces of Coahuila and Texas pertaining to the College of the Most Holy Cross [at Querétaro]; made by the Reverend Father Fr. Mariano Francisco de los Dolores y Biana, Commissioned Visitor to all of them [beginning] in the month of March, 1759.

END DOCUMENT

The following were used to obtain the illustrations that appear in the glossary:

Alba (Alb)-Ramón García-Pelayo y Gross, Pequeño LaRousse Ilustrado (Buenos Aires: Ediciones Larousse): 41. 

Amito (Amice)-New Catholic Encyclopedia. (Washington, D.C.: The Catholic University of America, 1967).Vol. I: 445.

Casulla (Chasuble)-The Random House College Dictionary, Revised Edition (New York, N.Y.: Random House, Inc.): 228.

Custodia (Monstrance)-Pequeño LaRousse: 299.

Dalmatica (Dalmatic)-Pequeño LaRousse: 315.

Hopa, Sotana (Long Cassock)-Pequeño LaRousse: 958.

Hostiario (Ciborium, Wafer Box)-The Random House College Dictionary: 242.

Mantelejo (Mantlet)- New Catholic Encyclopedia. Vol. V: 484.

Muzetta (Mozetta)-Ibid. 
Pluvial (Cope)-The Random House College Dictionary: 296.

Portapaz (Pyx)-New Catholic Encyclopedia. Vol. XI: 1057.

Sobrepelliz (Surplice)-Pequeño LaRousse: 950.
� Fr. Francisco Xavier Ortiz had previously visited the missions along the upper San Antonio River in 1745, 1756, and 1758. The two later visits by Ortiz are referenced in this report made by Dolores y Biana for containing censuses and other, more detailed documents.


� Guadalupe, was a short-lived mission descended from San Francisco Xavier, one of the Franciscan attempts at extending the Texas mission field to the Apache and other northern tribes. See ff 37, page 19 of the Translation for more details on the fate and connection of this mission with that of Valero.


� Parentheses appear in the original document.


� The Texas vara was approximately 33.33 inches. J. Villasana Haggard, The Handbook for Translators of Spanish Historical Documents (Austin: University of Texas, 1941): 85.


� Ciborium, a covered vessel for holding the consecrated bread of the eucharist; also, could refer to a large, covered chalice. 


� St. Roche or St. Roch was born ca. 1350 in Montpellier, France, died, ca. 1378-79 in Lombardy, northern Italy. He was known for his charity toward the sick and his capability of healing. In Rome, he cured the Pope’s brother. After his death, his veneration in Italy is associated with the stopping of the plague in Ferrara in 1439. His remains were moved to Venice in 1485, where a most important shrine was erected for them. In 1694 his cult was approved for the many churches dedicated to him, and veneration of him was approved for the Franciscan Observants, although it is doubtful that he was a member of any religious order other than possibly the Third Order of St. Dominic. The New Catholic Encyclopedia Vol. 12 (Washington, D.C.: The Catholic University of America, 1967): 540-541.


� St. Rosalia, died 1160. She was a Basilian nun who retired to live in caves near Palermo, Italy. After her death, her body was buried in Palermo where veneration of her began in 1624. The New Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. 12: 667.


� Chrism, a vessel for holy oil used in various rites, including baptism.


� Salver or salt cellar. With the advent of infant baptism, the ceremony came to include breathing on the child, as well as laying on of hands, administering oil and water, and the “giving of salt.” The New Catholic Encylcopedia, in 15 vols. (Washington, D.C.: The Catholic University of America, 1967): Vol. 2, 61. In ancient times, salt in religious ceremonies was used to symbolize permanence given its use as a preservative. Pagan Romans attributed protection against demons and corruption and eight days after a child’s birth, grains of salt were sprinkled on the infant’s lips. Later, Christians also viewed salt as symbolic of permanence. By the 6th century, Christians were using salt in the blessing of Holy Water. The Roman Ritual (manual) details the use of salt for the baptism of infants and adults. Along with wine and ashes, salt is mixed into “Gregorian” water which is used to consecrate churches and altars.The New Catholic Encyclopedia: Vol. 12, 989-900.


� In Mexico, an arroba was approximately 25.367 lbs. Haggard, Handbook: 72. The pounds following the weight in arrobas denotes additional weight in pounds. (Similar to weight in English given in pounds and ounces.) Here, the weight of each bell, including arrobas, in pounds is: for the largest bell=approximately 276.67 lbs., the small bell=100.101 lbs.


� Chalice, paten, spoons, these are all instruments used in celebration of the mass. The chalice, or ornate, stemmed cup, holds the sacramental wine, the paten, a plate on which the host is displayed, and the spoon to serve to the communicants.


� Monstrance, a vessel for displaying the consecrated Host for adoration.


� Corporal, a cloth, usually of fine linen, on which consecrated elements are placed during the Eucharist. 


� Chasuble, a sleeveless outer garment worn by the celebrant at Mass. 


� Alb, a long-sleeved vestment worn by priests. 


� Maniple, an element of Eucharistic vestments, consisting of an ornamental band, or strip worn on the left arm near the wrist.


� Amice, an oblong vestment for wearing under the alb about the neck and shoulders.


� Purger, or purifier, a vessel used to hold holy water for sprinkling, or ceremonial cleansing.


� Pyx, a vessel to store communion wafers.


� Possibly referring to the same disposition as when Father Francisco Xavier Ortiz found it just several years earlier during his visit.


� The comparisons are to the inventories made and presented to the parties of the 1756 and 1758 visits made by  Ortiz. 


� Parentheses appear in the original document. A fanega is roughly equivalent to 2.577 bushels.  Haggard Handbook: 76. The amount of maize stored was approximately 798.870 bushels.


� This is probably in reference to the slaughter of livestock by Indians without the knowledge or consent of the missionaries as well as that carried out by Indians living in nearby encampments in the wilderness, or by the Apache. 


� Censer, a container in which incense is burned during church ceremonies.


� Burse, a container for carrying the corporal (altar cloth) to and from the altar. For the mass the burse is carried with the folded corporal inside it, on top of the veiled chalice. It is a square made of two cloth-covered stiff cards, the corporal placed between them. At least the upper side must be the same color as the other mass vestments. New Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. 2: 905. 


� Chrismatory, vessel similar to the chrism used for consecrated oil.


� Parentheses appear in the original document.


� Parentheses appear in the original document. In 1754, the mission of San Francisco de Vizarrón, under the jurisdiction of the Bishop of Xalisco, accepted a number of Indians who were later found to be runaways from Mission San Juan Capistrano. Litigation developed between the two Franciscan missions. The upshot was that many of the Indians in question threatened to leave and go back to the wilderness rather than remain or return to San Juan. As late as 1759, censuses for San Juan note those Indians of the mission still at Vizarrón. For a discussion of runaways and especially the suit between missions Vizarrón and San Juan, see the manuscript by the translator, “Los Habitantes: A History of Texas’ Mission San Juan Capistrano and its People,” 1999.


� Parentheses appear in the original document.


� Mozzetta, a short hooded cape, buttoned over the breast.


� Holy Viatacum, Eucharist or Communion given to a person dying or in danger of death.


� Surplice, a loose-fitting, broad-sleeved white vestment worn over the cassock.


� Rochet, a vestment of linen or a fine, light fabric, resembling a surplice.


� A jacal is a wood and mud daub thatched structure, usually deemed a temporary dwelling, but also referred to as living quarters for mission Indians before construction of stone structures, and also used by other poor people as dwellings throughout the Spanish Southwest. 


� Parentheses appear in the original document.


� Cope, a long mantle worn in religious processions.


� Parentheses appear in the original document.


� Reliquaries, receptable for relics. 


� Mission Guadalupe referred to here, was a shortlived manifestation of the tragic mission of San Francisco Xavier, originally founded, along with several others, along the San Marcos River as part of the missionary effort of the Franciscans to extend their field from the San Antonio River to serve the northern tribes. After much conflict with the military commandant of the nearby presidio, and the death of one of the missionaries, the struggling mission was transferred to the San Gabriel River and then to the Guadalupe River, near present-day New Braunfels, in early 1757. At first, the Mayeyes were the focus of the missionary effort, since that group would not settle in Valero mission with their close relatives. When this failed, they turned to the Tonkawa and their allies. The mission never really could attract and keep many of these Indians. That, coupled with the destruction of the San Sabá mission to the Apache signaling the growing Comanche threat, brought about the mission’s abandonment in 1758, about a year before this visit. Carlos E. Castañeda, Our Catholic Heritage in Texas in 7 Vols. (New York: Arno Press: 1976): Vol.3: 384-386.


� Parentheses appear in the original document.


� Parentheses appear in the original document.


� Possibly noting the addition of this file of conclusion.


� Underlining appears in the original document.
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